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From the Psalms of David to Christian Rock. Youth Musical Subculture as a Tool for 
Evangelization  
Od Psalmów Dawidowych do chrześcijańskiego rocka. Muzyczna subkultura młodzieżowa jako na-
rzędzie ewangelizacji 
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נּוֹר כִּ עוּגָב
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פֶסַח

חַד גַדְיָא

הַשָנָה ראֹשׁ

פּוּר כִּ יוֹם סֻכוֹת 
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חֲנכָֻה

זְמוֹר  מִּ זְמוֹר מִּ
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זְמוֹר מִּ ד לְדָוִּ יר שִּׁ

יר שִּׁ הַמַעֲלוֹת 

יל מַשְכִּ

שכל

יל שְכִּ הִּ יל  מַשְכִּ

יל שְכִּ הִּ

יל  מַשְכִּ

גָיוֹן שִּׁ גָיוֹן שִּׁ

גָיוֹן שִּׁ

גָיוֹן שִּׁ

לָה תְפִּ לָה תְפִּ

חַ  לַמְנַצֵּ

ד ִ֣ לְדָוִּ

ינוֹת נְגִּ

ילָה נְחִּ

מָחֲלַת חַ  מְנַצֵּ לַַ֭
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עַלְמ֥וּת לַבֵּ  

ית ינִּ שְׁמִּ סֶלָה
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ים  לִּ תְהִּ

ים לִּ תְהִּ
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1 
The so-called Edict of Milan. 

2
 Also referred to as “psalmodia in directum”. 

3 
Its name originates from the name of its creator, Pope Gregory the Great. Today, some scholars subvert 

this thesis, pointing out that Gregorian chant originated later in France. (Tyrała 2001). 
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4 The oldest known document on church music is Docta sanctorum Patrum (1324) by John XXII. Other 

legal norms were included in: the documents of the Council of Trent (1545-1563) (Karnas and Maniecka 2004, 

651), in the encyclical of Benedict XV Annus qui (1749), in the motu proprio of Pius X Inter pastoralis officii 

solicitudines (Pius X 1903, 2). The encyclical of Pius XII Musicae sacrae disciplina (Sawa 2016, 90-91) published 

in 1955 can be treated as a conclusion of the current Church guidelines (Nieczarkowska 2020, 27-40). 
5 This was confirmed by the Council’s Constitution on the Holy Liturgy “Sacrosanctum Concilium” (Sec-

ond Vatican Council 1963, 112-121). Further legislation of the Universal and local Church was developed in the 

following documents: Instrukcja o muzyce w świętej liturgii Musicam sacram (1967), Instrukcja Episkopatu Polski 

o muzyce liturgicznej po Soborze Watykańskim II, Instrukcja Kongregacji Kultu Bożego o koncertach w kościołach 

(1987), Instrukcja Konferencji Episkopatu Polski o muzyce kościelnej (2017) and other. 
6 
A similar provision is included in the updated version of the cited instruction from 2017, Instrukcja 

Konferencji Episkopatu Polski o muzyce kościelnej, No. 44. 
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7
 Detailed descriptions of the history of rock can be found in foreign publications, e.g.: Paytress 2011; 

Covach 2012; Weiss 1999; Weiss 2007. According to the information provided by the author, the third volume will 

not be published. 
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8 
I.e. social groups living according to specific customs different from the ones commonly adopted in 

society (Słownik języka polskiego PWN 2024). 
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9 One of the typical elements of heavy metal fans’ clothing was a “battle jacket” (sometimes sleeveless), 

with patches referring to bands or symbols related to the subculture. (O’Hagan 2021, 37-38). 
10
 For more on the history of the gesture and its adaptation by subculture: Trela 2021. 
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11
 In the context of power in the Polish People’s Republic and the possibility of organizing festivals, there 

emerged a theory of the so-called “safety valve” (Spałek 2021). 
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12
 Group “pogo” and “mosh” dances taking place during concerts are not an expression of aggression by 

the participants (Matras 2012, 154). 
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13 Fragment of the recording is available on YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sESGpXDviR0 (Accessed on: 3.05.2005). 
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14 The name of the band, also called “Tymoteusz”, refers to a passage from the 2nd Letter of St. Paul to 

Timothy. 
15 Other bands that marked their presence on the “Christian rock” scene include: “Illuminandi”, “Anasta-

sis” and “Malchus”. 
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16 In Poland, for example, it was the former “Przystanek Woodstock”, today called “Poland Rock”. 
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