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The Role of Joseph de Finance’s Axiological Concept in Opening Youth to the World 
of Values 

Rola koncepcji aksjologicznej Josepha de Finance w otwieraniu młodzieży na świat wartości  
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1 Joseph de Finance was born on January 30, 1904, in La Canourgue, France. He entered the Society of 

Jesus in 1921 and was ordained a priest in 1934. From 1938 to 1955, he taught metaphysics and natural theology 

at Vals, followed by a tenure at the Catholic Institute in Lyon. Throughout his career, he served as a visiting 

professor in Vietnam, India, Canada, Mexico, and Brazil. From 1955 to 1980, he taught general ethics, courses on 

human action and on St. Thomas Aquinas at the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome. His intellectual focus 

was on the works of St. Thomas Aquinas, which also influenced scholars such as Maritain and Gilson. Although 

philosophy was his lifelong vocation, literature also held a special place in his heart, and his scholarly output was 

deeply intertwined with theology, reflecting a profound humanistic culture. His bibliography includes over 230 

works. Major works include: Essai sur lʼAgir humain, Existence et Liberté, Connaissance de lʼêtre, Éthique 

Générale, Le sensible et Dieu, Lʼouverture et la norme, De lʼun et de lʼautre. Essai sur lʼalterité, Citoyen de deux 

mondes. Even as Professor Emeritus, despite severe visual impairments, he continued to study and share his ideas, 

though he had no intention of publishing them. He expected, as he expressed it, to do so “without anguish for the 

light where all problems are solved.” He died in Rome on January 28, 2000. 
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2 In a sense, he understands it by analogy with Plato’s idea of the Good or with A. Rosmini’s “moral 

being.” For de Finance, however, the ideal is not present in the spirit as an object of intuition or of some prior 

knowledge. This ideal is known only in reflection (de Finance 2003, 223). 
3 Natural values are connected with the nature of man, with natural inclinations. These will be right if 

they are subject to reason, more precisely to right reason (recta ratio), which belongs to human nature. However, 

if the natural inclinations are left to themselves, or if the judgment of reason is incorrect, the natural inclinations 

can be reversed (de Finance 1992, 330-332). 
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4 On the analysis of the educative act in the light of the doctrine of St. Thomas Aquinas (secundum rectam 

rationem); Vivoda 2019, 74-86. 
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5 Global trends in values education and their connection to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

are explored in Mlynarčík 2014, 155-160. 
6 The themes of blindness and deafness, alongside the kairos of values, are original contributions of de 

Finance. He first mentioned the kairos of values in Essai sur lʼAgir humain, and likely developed the idea further 

around 1980 in an article published in Personne et valeur. The theme of blindness and deafness appeared in the 

Argentine journal Ethos, Buenos Aires, 1980, pp. 51-66, and was subsequently incorporated into Personne et 

valeur, along with 11 other articles published in various journals. There is no other mention of blindness and 

deafness in relation to values elsewhere.  
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7 Just as intelligence – a spiritual faculty – needs the brain as an organ in order to express itself, and its 

capacity depends on how much intelligence it allows to permeate itself, so, by analogy, spiritual affectivity can 

normally develop where sensory affectivity allows it to express itself (de Finance 2003, 269). 
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8 If the insensitivity of the masses is juxtaposed with the sensitivity of the individual, the community can 

no longer be enriched with values. It is not that culture is dead, but it is the souls that need to be given life (Uram 

2011, 19-25). 
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