Studia Theologica Varsaviensia
UKSW
2/2023

M K
S]koda Doktorska UKSW, ORCID

SWIECI SWIADKAMI PRAWDY O BOGU
W UJECIU BENEDYKTA XVI

WSTEP

Nauc]anie o GwiCtych stanowiéo bard]o istotny wymiar posiugi
apostolskiej Benedykta X V1. Papiel podjai wiele wysiakyw, by jego
wiasny Jachwyt nad postaciami 6wiCtych mCTc]y]n i kobiet ws]yst-
kich epok ud]ieli4 siC rywniel wspyac]esnym chr]eGcijanom. Starania
Bawarskiego Teologa uwidoc]niay siC nie tylko w okolic]noGciowych,
beaty¢ kacyjnych i kanoni]acyjnych homiliach, ale pr]jede ws]ystkim
w bard]o osobistych momentach — chocialby na JakoEc]enie konklawe
c]y w dniu inauguracji ponty¢ katu . Po]a tymi wyjgtkowymi chwilami,
Benedykt XV 1 odwoéywai siC do pr]ykéadu i wstawiennictwa GwiCtych
c]Csto w Jwyc]ajnych, cod]iennych okolic]noGciach. Wygéosia na ich

L. Fiejdas]-Buc]ek, Sprawy kanonizacyjne za pontyfikatu papieza Bene-

dykta XVI. Studium prawno-kanoniczne, Lublin ,S.  — ; Zob. Benedykt
XV, Aby glosié¢ catemu Swiatu zywq obecnosé¢ Chrystusa, Homilia podc]as Ms]y
Gw. w Kaplicy SykstyEskiej na JakoEc]enie konklawe, . . , https://opoka.
org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/homilie/konklaweB .html >dostCp

0; Wstuchiwaé sie z catym Kosciotem w stowo i wole Chrystusa, Homi-
lia inauguracyjna Benedykta XVI na placu Gw. Piotra, . . , https:/lopoka.
org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/homilie/inaugBpiotraB >dostCp

0.
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SAINTS ARE WITNESSES OF THE TRUTH
ABOUT GOD ACCORDING TO BENEDICT XVI

INTRODUCTION

The teaching of the saints was a very important dimension
of Benedict XV1{s apostolic ministry. The Pope made many e orts
to ensure that his own admiration for the ¢gures of holy men and
women of all eras was also communicated to contemporary Christians.
The e orts of the Bavarian theologian became apparent not only in
the occasional beati¢ cation and canonisation homilies, but above all in
very personal moments, such as at the end of the conclave or on the day
of the inauguration of his ponti¢ cate. Apart from those special moments,
Benedict XVI referred to the example and intercession of the saints
often in ordinary, everyday circumstances. He delivered many homilies,

L. Fiejdas]-Buc]ek, Sprawy kanonizacyjne za pontyfikatu papieza Bene-
dykta XVI. Studium prawno-kanoniczne, Lublin ,pp. — ; See Benedict XVI,
To proclaim the living presence of Christ to the whole world, Homily during
the Mass in the Sistine Chapel at the end of the conclave, . . , https:/iwww.
vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/messages/pont-messages/ /documents/
hfBben-xviBmesB Bmissa-pro-ecclesia.html >access . . 0; Listen with
the whole Church to the word and will of Christ, Inaugural Homily of Benedict XV
in St. Piotra, . . , https://lopoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/
homilie/inaugBpiotraB >access . . 0.
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temat wiele homilii, prjemywieE, orCd]i i kateche]. Wspominai o nich
w listach apostolskich, w encyklikach, podryTowai ich Gladami podc]as
pielgr]ymek Jagranic]nych . Podjai kontynuacjC reformy swojego po-
pr]ednika Jana Pawaa I1, majaca na celu udoskonalenie i upor]adkowanie
prawa kanonic]nego w Jakresie procesyw beaty¢ kacyjnych i kanoni]a-
cyjnych, ale prlede ws]ystkim — Gwiadomy wagi wymiaru dydaktyc]-
nego niniejs]ych postCpowak — kanoniJowai  biogoséawionych ora]
beaty¢ kowai dgc]nie c]Jcigodnych Saug Bolych .

Niniejs]y artykuda ma na celu Jrekonstruowanie pogladyw Bene-
dykta XVI dotyc]acych roli GwiCtych w procesie odnowy KoGcioda ka-
tolickiego, roJumianej jako pr]ywrycenie naleTnego miejsca prawd]ie
0 Bogu. Lektura Tywotyw GwiCtych ora] c]erpanie ] nich Tyciowej in-
spiracji mole stanowili skutec]ne antidotum na wspyaic]esny kry]ys
KoGcioda, ktyrego odrod]enie stanowi istotny warunek dla olywienia
Jachodniej kultury i cywili]acji. W tym celu anali]ie poddane ]ostaio
nauc]anie papiela pod katem tego problemu. Tak wy]nac]ona pr]estr]eE
badawc]a implikowada ]Jakres zryded, ktyre Jostaidy poddane badaniom
Ja pomoca metody analityc]no-syntetyc]nej, waaGciwej dla nauk teo-
logic]nych. Anali]a Jebranych tekstyw (najpierw literatury podmiotu,
a nastCpnie literatury teologic]nej majacej Jwia]ek ] podejmowanym
tematem doprowad]ida do stwor]enia synte]y nauc]ania Benedykta XVI
dotyc]acego roli 6wiCtych w odnowie KoGcioda ora] wyodrCbnienia w nim
JagadnieE/wymiaryw wiodacych — cech charakterystyc]nych reAeks;ji
papieskich ro]walaE.

Charakterystyka nauki Benedykta XV1 o GwiCtych po]wala wyod-
rChniii kilka wymiaryw roJumienia GwiCtoGei, w oparciu o ktyre papiel
budowai swoja narracjC. W niniejs]ym opracowaniu wyodrCbnione
i opisane Jostana nastCpujace pias]c]y]ny: aktualnoGii i pows]echnoGii
GwiCtoGci, dowartoGciowanie jej Jwyc]ajnego — cod]iennego wymiaru,
uTytec]noGii wstawiennictwa GwiCtych ora] akcenty ekle]jologic]ne
wra] ] rolg sakramentyw w Tyciu i posiud]e Gwiadkyw Chrystusa.

Por. L. Fiejdas]-Buc]ek, Sprawy kanonizacyjne za pontyfikatu papieza Be-
nedykta XV1I..., d]. cyt,,s. - .
Tamle, s.
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addresses, messages and catechesis on them. He mentioned them in
apostolic letters, encyclicals and travelled in their footsteps on foreign
pilgrimages. He continued the reform of his predecessor John Paul Il,
aimed at improving and structuring canon law in the area of beati¢ cation
and canonisation processes, but above all — aware of the importance
of the didactic dimension of these proceedings — he canonised
Blesseds and beati¢ ed a total of venerable Servants of God.

This article aims to reconstruct Benedict XVIfs views on the role
of the saints in the process of the renewal of the Catholic Church,
understood as the restoration of the truth about God to its rightful place.
Reading the lives of the saints and drawing life inspiration from them
can be an e ective antidote to the contemporary crisis of the Church,
the revival of which is an important condition for the revival of Western
culture and civilisation. To this end, the Popefs teaching has been analysed
in terms of this problem. The research space thus delimited implied
the range of sources that were examined by means of the analytical
and synthetical method proper to the theological sciences. The analysis
of the collected texts ( ¢rstly, the literature of the subject, and then
the theological literature relevant to the subject addressed led
to the creation of a synthesis of Benedict XVI{s teaching on the role
of the saints in the renewal of the Church and to the identi¢cation
of the leading issues/dimensions within it — the characteristics of the papal
reAections.

The characteristics of Benedict XVIfs teaching on saints allow us
to distinguish several dimensions of understanding holiness, on the basis
of which the Pope built his narrative. In this study, the following areas
will be distinguished and described: the timeliness and universality
of holiness, the appreciation of its ordinary — everyday dimension,
the usefulness of the intercession of saints and ecclesiological accents
along with the role of the sacraments in the life and ministry of Christ{s
witnesses. In the following chapters, the author analy]ed the appreciation

Cf. L. Fiejdas]-Buc]ek, Sprawy kanonizacyjne za pontyfikatu papieza Bene-
dykta XVI ..., op. Cit.,, pp. — .
Ibid, p.
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W kolejnych ro]d]iadach autor poddas anali]ie dowartoGciowanie pr]e]
nauc]anie papiela GwiCtych kobiet ora] problem cierpienia, w ktyrej
wiaGeiwym roJumieniu GwiCci moga byii pomocni. Pr]eséanie o GwiC-
tych osad]one Jostado w problematyce wspyac]esnego kry]ysu obraju
Boga w Gwiecie.

1. ROZUMIENIE SWIETOSCI
U PAPIEZA BENEDYKTA XVI

1.1 Aktualno$¢ wezwania do Swietosci

Jak juT Jostaio powied]iane, GwiCci stanowili jednag ] gaywnych osi
nauc]ania i d]iasak papiela. Uw]glCdniajac realia historyc]ne, bogactwo
osobowoGci ora] duchowa dynamikC, Benedykt X V1 kor]ystad ] bard]o
wielu okalji, by pr]ybliTail inspirujace pr]ykéady 6wiadkyw Ewangelii
lub/i odwodaywaii si¢ do ich wstawiennictwa. Swiadc]y to o jego wiel-
kim JaangaTowaniu w d]iedo Ja]najamiania ] Tywotami GwiCtych ora]
w misjC u]myséowiania, Te powoéanie do 6wiCtoGci to od Jaws]e wcial
aktualne ]Jadanie, postawione pr]e] samego Boga (Job. Kpd , - ;

; Tes , ;por.Mt , ;Mk |,

We]wanie do GwiCtoGci wyrala siC pr]ede ws]ystkim w upr]ed]aja-
cej ws]elkie lud]kie d]iasania sasce Bolej, ktyra domaga siC od kaldego
cJaowieka po]ytywnej odpowied]i . I choii dalenie do GwiCtoGci wy-
maga wysidku, jest pr]ede ws]ystkim darem mioGci Boga . W homilii
wygéos]onej podc]as Ms]y 6w. w Sulmonie papiel JauwaTyé: ASwiCtoGii
nie traci bowiem nigdy swojego uroku, nie ulega Japomnieniu, nie

Por. Benedykt XVI, Kobiety w stuzbie Ewangelii, Kateche]a podc]as audien-

cji generalnej, . . , https://lopoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/
audiencje/agB html>dostCp . . @

TenTe, Swietos¢ nie wychodzi z mody, Homilia podc]as Ms]y Gw. w Sul-
monie, . . , https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/homilie/
sulmonaB dostCp . . @

TenTe, Zyli Ewangelig Chrystusa na co dzieri, Homilia podc]as Ms]y 6w. w uro-
c]ystoGii Ws]ystkich SwiCtych, . . , https:/lopoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/

benedyktBxvi/homilie/wswietychB html >dostCp . . 0.
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of holy women by the Popefs teaching and the problem of su ering, in
which the saints can be helpful. The message about saints was embedded
in the issue of the contemporary crisis of the image of God in the world.

1. UNDERSTANDING OF HOLINESS BY POPE BENEDICT XVI
1.1 The timeliness of the call to holiness

As stated above, the saints formed one of the main axes of the Popefs
teaching and action. Taking into account historical realities, the richness
of personalities and spiritual dynamics, Benedict XV 1 used a great many
occasions to introduce inspiring examples of witnesses to the Gospel and/
or to invoke their intercession. This testi¢es to his great commitment
to the work of familiarising people with the lives of the saints and
to the mission of making them aware that the call to holiness has always
been an ever-present task set by God himself (see Leviticus : - ;
Matthew : ; Thessalonians : ;cf. Matthew : ; Mark

The call to holiness is expressed ¢ rst and foremost in Godfs grace,
which anticipates all human action and demands a positive response from
every human being. even though the pursuit of holiness requirese ort, it
Is above all a gift of Godfs love. In his homily during the Sulmona Mass,
the Pope noted: “ Holiness never goes out of fashion; on the contrary, with
the passage of time it shines out ever more brightly, expressing manfs

Cf. Benedict XVI, Women in the service of the Gospel, Catechesis during
the general audience, . . , https:/lopoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/bene-
dyktBxvi/audiencje/agB html >access . . 0.

Idem, Holiness does not go out of fashion, Homily during the Mass in Sul-
mona, . . , https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/homilie/
sulmonaB >access . . 0.

Idem, They lived the Gospel of Christ every day, Homily during the Holy Mass
on the Solemnity of All Saints, November , https://www.vatican.va/content/
benedict-xvi/en/homilies/ /documents/hfBben-xviBhomB Ball-saints.
html »access . . 0.
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wychod]i ] mody, pr]eciwnie, ] updywem c]asu staje siC cora] bard]iej
Gwietlana, bo wyrala odwiec]ne dalenie cJéowieka do Boga” . Dalenie
to wyrala siC chocialby popr]e] usilne posJukiwanie odpowied]i na
towar]ys]ace lud]koGei od Jaws]e fundamentalne pytania Jwia]ane
] celem i sensem istnienia ora] pos]ukiwanie prawd]iwego s]c]CGcia .
To wiéaGnie 6wiCci —a Jwéas]c]a mCc]ennicy gotowi do heroic]nego o a-
rowania siebie — sg w stanie dati prawd]iwg, uwiarygodniong waasnym
pr]ykéaadem i wyc]erpujgcg odpowiedz na potr]eby lud]kie i duchowe,
s]c]egylnie w kontr]e do wspyéc]esnych ideologii i prgdyw usuwajacych
Boga ] pola wid]enia c]Jéowieka .

Zapo]najac siC ] Tywotami GwiCtych, wspyéic]eGni chr]eGcijanie
moga odnalezii Tywa inspiracjCc w obranych pr]e] nich kierunkach
ora] sposobach reali]acji daryw duchowych ora] skutec]ng motywacjC
w ich osobistym wysidku podejmowania pracy nad soba . AktualnoGii
GwiCtych wynika jednak pr]ede ws]ystkim Je Astasej aktualnoGei ich
wiary”, ktyra ma swoje zrydio w Je]Jusie Chrystusie . To waaGnie ta
chrystologic]na perspektywa stanowi sedno Jnac]enia terazniejs]oGci
i TywotnoGci nieustajacej potr]eby nawrycenia i dglenia do GwiCtoGei;
mimo osad]enia w ryInych realiach historyc]no-geogra¢,c]nych ora]
ryInorodnoGci stanyw, statusyw spoéec]nych ora] chary]matyw, GwiCci
Jdalali ku Jjednoc]eniu ] Synem Bolym. Obrany pr]e] nich cel, a takTe
pre]entowane postawy i wartoGci, bydy i bCdg aktualne nie]aleTnie od

TenTe, Swietos¢ nie wychodzi z mody, d]. cyt.

Zob. J. War]es]ak, Bog w Zyciu cztowieka w ujeciu Benedyka XVI, AWar-
s]awskie Studia Teologic]ne” ( ,S. — ; por. Benedykt XVI, Swietos¢ nie
wychodzi z mody, d]. cyt.

Benedykt XV, Swieci ukazujq prawdziwe oblicze Boga i czlowieka, Ro]wa-
Tanie pr]ed modlitwa AAnioé PaEski”, . . , https:/lopoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/
WP/benedyktBxvi/modlitwy/apB html>dostCp . . 0.

Por. tenTe, Sw. Hildegarda z Bingen (1), Kateche]a podc]as audienciji gene-
ralnej, . . , https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/audiencje/
agB html>dostCp . . 0.

TenTe, Swiety Augustyn, Kateche]a podc]as audiencji generalnej, . . :
https://www.]ycie]akonne.pl/dokumenty/kosciol/benedykt-xvi/benedykt-xvi-
-kateche]y-srodowe-o-swietych/ - - - - - -rJym-sw-augustyn- /
dostCp . . 0.
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perennial e ortto reach God.” This aspiration is expressed, for instance,
through a determined search for answers to the fundamental questions
accompanying mankind since time immemorial, relating to the purpose
and meaning of existence and the search for true happiness. It is
the saints — and in particular the martyrs who are prepared to o er
themselves heroically —who are able to give a genuine response to human
and spiritual needs, made credible by their own example and exhaustive,
especially in contrast to contemporary ideologies and currents that
remove God from the ¢eld of human vision.

By familiarising themselves with the lives of the saints, contemporary
Christians can ¢ nd vivid inspiration in the directions they have chosen
and the ways in which they can realise their spiritual gifts, and
e ective motivation in their personal e orts to work on themselves.
By familiarising themselves with the lives of the saints, contemporary
Christians can ¢nd vivid inspiration in the directions they have
chosen and the ways in which they can realise their spiritual gifts, and
e ective motivation in their personal e orts to work on themselves.
The timeliness of the saints, however, derives ¢ rst and foremost from
the “ the everlasting timeliness of his faith,” which has its source in
Jesus Christ. It is this Christological perspective that is at the heart
of the relevance of the present and the vitality of the ongoing need for
conversion and the pursuit of holiness; despite being set in di erent

Idem, Holiness is Always in Season, https://watch.formed.org/holiness-is-
-always-in-season-by-pope-benedict-xvi »access . . 0.

See: J. War]es]ak, Bogw zZycia cziowzekawujgczu Benedyka XVI, AWars]aw-
skie Studia Teologic]ne” ( , pp. — ; cf. Benedict XV, Holiness is Always in
Season, op. Cit.

Benedict XV, Saints show the true face of God and man, ReAections before
prayer AAngelus”, . . , https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/
modlitwy/apB html >access . . 0.

Cf. idem., St. Hildegard of Bingen (1), Catechesis during the general au-
dience, . . , https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/audiencje/
agB .html >access . . 0.

Idem, Saint Augustine, Catechesis during the General Audience, . . :
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/audiences/ /documents/hfBben-
-XviBaudB .html »access . . 0.
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miejsca i c]asu, gdyT biorg swoje zrydio ] Odwiec]nej SwiCtoGei .
W tym sensie GwiCci nie tylko Anie naleTa do pr]es]4oGei, ale stanowia
terazniejs]oGu i pr]ys]éoGii KoGeioda i spodec]eEstwa” .

1.2 Powszechno$¢ i prostota Swietosci

Zgodnie ] nauc]aniem Soboru WatykaEskiego 11, ws]yscy c]éonko-
wie ludu BoTego sg we]wani do stawania siC 6wiCtymi . Benedykt X VI
popr]e] swoje d]iasania odpowied]iad na soborowe wska]anie, pr]y-
pominajac, Te GwiCtoGei nie nalely roJumieii w kategoriach luksusu
c]y tel eksklu]Jywi]mu. Bynajmniej, w reAeksji Bawarskiego Teo-
loga to Apows]echne powoianie ws]ystkich ochr]c]Jonych”, a nawet
s]er]ej — Awspylne pr]e]nac]enie ws]ystkich lud]i powodanych do
tego, by byli d]ieimi BoTymi” . To dar wynikajacy ] mi4oGci Boga,
niekoniec]nie domagajacy siC odpowied]i w postaci wielkich c]y tel
spektakularnych cJynyw. SwiCtoGii jest dostCpna dla kaTdego, bo Jostada
o¢arowana ws]ystkim. PoJostaje molliwa do osiagniCcia nie]alelnie
od wieku, stanu, pochod]enia, ale pr]ede ws]ystkim prlewyls]a lud]-
kie ogranic]enia i séaboGei, wynikajace ] uéomnej natury po gr]echu
pierworodnym .

TenTe, Swietosé jest powolaniem kazdej osoby, RoJwalanie pr]ed modlitwa

AAnioa PaEski”, . . , https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/
modlitwy/apB ostCp . . 0.

TenTe, Swieci znakiem skutecznoSci Ewangelii zbawienia, Prlemywienie
do cJéonkyw Kongregacji Spraw Kanoni]acyjnych, . . , https://opoka.org.
pl/biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/prJemowienia/swieciB .htm! >dostCp

r.0.

Konstytucja dogmatyczna o Kosciele ,, Lumen Gentium”, nr , https://lwww.
Jycie]akonne.pl/dokumenty/kosciol/sobor-watykanski-ii/sobor-watykanski-ii-
-konstytucje/konstytucja-dogmatyc]na-o-kosciele-lumen-gentium- / >dostCp

: 0.

Benedykt XV, Swieci sq najlepszym komentarzem do Ewangelii, Kateche]a
podc]as audiencji generalnej, . . , https:/lopoka.org.pl/biblioteka/\WW/WP/
benedyktBxvi/audiencje/agB html>dostCp . . rg.

Por. Benedykt XVI, Wszyscy swieci papieza, Kateche]a podc]as audien-
cji generalnej, . . , https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/\W/WP/benedyktBxvi/
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historical and geographical realities and the diversity of states, social
statuses and charisms, the saints were moving towards union with
the Son of God. The goal they chose, as well as the attitudes and values
they presented, have been and will be valid regardless of place and time,
since they take their source from the Eternal Holiness."? In this sense,
the saints “[they] are not representatives of the past but rather constitute
the present and future of the Church and of society.”"

1.2 Universality and simplicity of holiness

According to the teaching of the Second Vatican Council, all members
of the people of God are called to become saints." Through his actions,
Benedict X VI responded to the Council’s indication by reminding us that
holiness is not to be understood in terms of luxury or exclusivism. On
the contrary, in the Bavarian Theologian’s reflection, it is “the universal
vocation of all the baptised”, or even more broadly, *“ the common destiny
of all men called to be children of God.”” It is a gift resulting from
God’s love, not necessarily demanding a response in the form of great
or spectacular deeds. Holiness is accessible to everyone because it is
offered to all. It remains attainable irrespective of age, condition or

12 Idem, Holiness is the vocation of every person, Reflections before the prayer
»Angelus”, November 1, 2011, https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/ W/WP/benedykt xvi/
modlitwy/ap 01112011 [access 28.08.2023].

B Idem, Saints as a sign of the effectiveness of the Gospel of salvation, Address
to Superiors, Officials and Collaborators of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints,
19.12.2009, https:/www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/speeches/2009/december/
documents/hf ben-xvi_spe 20091219 cause-santi.html [access 14.11.2023].

% Dogmatic Constitution on the Church ,,Lumen Gentium”, No. 40, https:/
www.zyciezakonne.pl/dokumenty/kosciol/sobor-watykanski-ii/sobor-watykanski-
-1i-konstytucje/konstytucja-dogmatyczna-o-kosciele-lumen-gentium-21182/ [access
28.08.2023].

15 Benedict X VI, Saints are the best commentary on the Gospel, Catechesis during
the General Audience, 20.08.2008, https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/
audiences/2023/documents/20230823-udienza-generale.html [access 14.11.2023].
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Benedykt XV 1 pr]ybliTai sylwetki 6wiCtych kobiet i mCTc]y]n, wier-
nie oddajac ich rys osobowoGciowy ora] Jachowujac dynami]m ich
wewnCtr]nych pr]emian. Uka]a4 postacie GwiCtych jako pr]ystCpnych
i autentyc]nych lud]i, ktyr]y nie sa doskonali, posiadaja wewnCtr]ne
roJterki i napiCcia. Sa realnymi, normalnymi ludzmi, ktyrych pr]ykéad
Tycia pr]ekonuje o molliwoGci osiagniCcia GwiCtoGei pr]e] kaldego. Pa-
piel nie tylko pr]ybliTai najwalniejs]e wydar]enia ] Tycia GwiCtych, ale
Jadai sobie wiele trudu, by uka]ywaii GwiCtych rywniel od tej Jwykéej,
cod]iennej strony, na ktyra skiadady siC pr]ede ws]ystkim osobista mod-
litwa, uc]estnictwo w Tyciu KoGcioga (Je s]c]egylnym uw]glCdnieniem
sakramentu pokuty i pojednania ora] Eucharystii , pomoc bliznim .
W tym sensie molna mywiii o prostocie GwiCtoGei w nauc]aniu papiela,
roJumianej jako poiolenie akcentu na jej cod]ienny, Jwyc]ajny wymiar,
nieod]nac]ajacy siC na po]yr heroijmem .

Tak wiCc historia KoGcioga budowana jest rywniel popr]e] anoni-
mowa nie]lic]ona r]es]C GwiCtych, ktyr]y Japewne nigdy nie Jostana
kanoni]Jowani. Nie ujmujac nic]ego nadpr]yrod]Jonym i mistyc]nym
pr]ejawom GwiCtoGci, papiel stwierd]i4, Te to wéaGnie takich AJwykaych”
GwiCtych na ogyé pragnie Byg . To co 4ac]y ich ] ro]po]nanymi pr]e]
StolicC Apostolska Gwiadkami Ewangelii, to prlede ws]ystkim wy-
pednianie woli BoTej ] midoGeia i wiernoGcia i gotowoGii do wyr]e-
c]eE. SwiadomoGi ich istnienia rywniel d]isiaj, moTe stanowilil

audiencje/agB >ostCp . . rd; por. P. Seewald, Benedykt XVI.

Zycie, Krakyw , S. ; por. P. Kasperowic], Benedykta XVI ,,Wymyslanie

Kosciota Idealnego” w kontekscie synodalnosci papieza Franciszka, ASympo]jum”
( ) S. o — .

Por. Benedykt XV I, Wszyscy swigci papieza, d]. cyt.; Bl. Aniela z Foligno,
Kateche]a podc]as audiencji generalnej, . . , https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/
WP/benedyktBxvi/audiencje/agB >ostCp . . rd.

TenTe, Wszyscy Swieci Papieza, d]. cyt.; Job. Swieci sq najlepszym komen-
tarzem do Ewangelii, d]. cyt.

TenTe, Swieci sq najlepszym komentarzem do Ewangelii, d]. cyt.
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origin, but above all it transcends human limitations and weaknesses,
resulting from a Aawed nature after original sin.

Pope Benedict XV has brought the prog¢ les of the holy men and
women closer, faithfully reAecting their personality traits and preserving
the dynamism of their inner transformations. He portrayed the ¢ gures
of the saints as approachable and authentic people who are not perfect
and who have inner dilemmas and tensions. They are real, normal
people whose example of life convinces of the possibility for everyone
to achieve holiness. Not only did the Pope give an overview of the most
Important events in the lives of the saints, but he took great pains to show
the saints also from the ordinary, everyday side, which consisted above
all of personal prayer, participation in the life of the Church (with
particular emphasis on the sacrament of penance and reconciliation
and the Eucharist , and helping others. In this sense, it is possible
to speak of the simplicity of holiness in the Popefs teaching, understood
as stressing its everyday, ordinary dimension, not seemingly marked
by heroism.

Thus, the history of the Church is also built up through the anonymous
myriad of saints who will probably never be canonised. While not taking
anything away from the supernatural and mystical manifestations
of holiness, the Pope stated that it is such ‘ordinaryf saints that God
generally desires. What they have in common with the witnesses
of the Gospel recognised by the Holy See is, above all, the ful¢Iment

Cf. Benedict XV, All the Saints of the Pope, Catechesis during the General

Audience, . . , https://www.yvatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/audiences/  /
documents/hfBben-xviBaudB html >access . . @; cf. P. Seewald,
Benedict XVI. A Life, Krakyw , P ; cf. P. Kasperowic], Benedykta XVI

., Wymyslanie Kosciota ldealnego” w kontekscie synodalnosci papieza Franciszka,
ASympo]jum” ( . pp. - .

Cf. Benedict XV, All the Saints of the Pope, 0p. Cit.; Bl. Aniela of Foligno, Ca-
techesis during the General Audience, . . , https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/
WP/benedyktBxvi/audiencje/agB >access . . 0.

Idem., A/l the Saints of the Pope, Op. Cit.; See The Saints are the best commen-
tary on the Gospel, op. Cit.

Idem, The Saints are the best commentary on the Gospel, op. Cit.
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drogowska] — pr]ykaad prawd]iwej cod]iennej wiary dla wspyéic]esnych
chr]eGcijan i byii jedno]nac]nym Jnakiem Bolej obecnoGci w Gwiecie .

1.3 Eklezjalnos¢ Swigtosci i waga sakramentow

Budowanie relacji ] Chrystusem konsekwentnie prowad]i do umitowa-
nia liturgii i Iycia sakramentalnego . Z nauc]ania papiela wynika jedno-
Tnac]nie, Te 6wiCtoGii reali]uje siC w KoGciele, a jej niewyc]erpane zrydio
i centrum stanowi adoracja i Eucharystia . To popr]e] nig lud]koGi do-
stCpuje ubwiCceniaw Chrystusie . D]iCki NajéwiCts]emu Sakramentowi,
KoGciyd — Mistyc]ne Ciado Chrystusa jest GwiCty ora] stanowi wspylnotC
GwiCtych, a wier]acy mole najpedniej wyra]ii misoGii i oddaii siC Bogu .

W Eucharystii najpeéniej ur]Jec]ywistnia siC komunia GwiCtych —
uc]niyw Chrystusa, ktyr]y pr]yjmujac Chleb Eucharystyc]ny, Jostaja
pr]e]eE ogarniCci i pr]lemienieni, staja siC c]CGeia innej rlec]ywisto-
Gei . Jego spolycie wynikado ] ich wewnCtr]nej najgiCbs]ej potr]eby

Zob. tenle, Zyli Ewangelig Chrystusa na co dzien, d]. cyt.; por. Wszyscy
swieci papieza, d]. cyt.

TenTe, Sw. Gertruda Wielka, Kateche]a podc]as audiencji generalnej, . . :
https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/\W/WP/benedyktBxvi/audiencje/agB >dostCp

: 0.

L. Fiejdas]-Buc]ek., Sprawy kanonizacyjne za pontyfikatu papieza Bene-
dykta XVI...,d]. cyt.,s.  ; ]Job. Benedykt XV, Adoracja najlepszym przygoto-
waniem do komunii eucharystycznej, Prlemywienie do uc]estnikyw sesji plenarnej
Kongregacji ds. Kultu Bolego i Dyscypliny Sakramentyw, . . , https://
opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/pr]jemowienia/adoracjaB
html>dostCp . . 0; By¢ chlebem tamanym za zZycie swiata, Homilia podc]as
ms]y Gw. kanoni]acyjnej, . . , https:/lopoka.org.pl/biblioteka/WW/WP/bene-
dyktBxvi/homilie/kanoni]acjaB html>dostCp . . 0; por. J. Weiler,
Wolnosé, swietos¢ i rozum w nauczaniu Benedykta XV1I, https://omnesmag.com/pl/
Jasoby/wolnosc-holi]m-i-ro]sadek-w-naukach-benedykta-xvi/ >dostCp . . 0.

Benedykt XV1, Adoracja najlepszym przygotowaniem do komunii euchary-
stycznej, d]. cyt.

TenTe, Swieto$¢ jest powolaniem kazdej osoby, d]. cyt.

T. Dola, Wiara w $Swietych obcowanie, AEthos. Kwartalnik Instytutu Jana
Pawda Il KUL” ( , S.; por. J. Rat]inger, W drodze do Jezusa Chrystusa,
Krakyw S — .
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of Godfs will with love and ¢ delity and a readiness to make sacrig ces.
Awareness of their existence even today, can be a signpost —an example
of true daily faith for Christians today and be an unequivocal sign
of Godfs presence in the world.

1.3 The ecclesiality of holiness and the importance of the sacraments

Building a relationship with Christ consistently leads to a love
of the liturgy and sacramental life. The Popefs teaching clearly shows
that holiness is reali]ed in the Church, and its inexhaustible source and
center is adoration and the Eucharist. It is through her that humanity
receives sancti¢cation in Christ. Through the Blessed Sacrament,
the Church, the Mystical Body of Christ, is holy and constitutes
a communion of saints, and the believer can most fully express love
and devotion to God.

In the Eucharist, the communion of the saints —the disciples of Christ —
is ful¢ lled to the fullest, and by receiving the Eucharistic Bread, they

See idem., They lived the Gospel of Christ every day, op. Cit.; cf. All the saints
of the Pope, 0p. Cit.

Idem, St Gertrude the Great, Catechesis during the General Audience, . . :
https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/audiencje/agB >access
: 0.

L. Fiejdas]-Buc]ek., Sprawy kanonizacyjne za pontyfikatu papieza Bene-
dykta XVI ..., op. Cit., p. ; see Benedict XV, Adoration in the Best Preparation
for Eucharistic Communion, Address to the Participants in the Plenary Assembly
of the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments,

, https://lwww.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/speeches/ /march/
documents/hfBben-xviBspeB Bplenaria-ccdds.html >access . . 0
To be the bread broken for the life of the world, Homily during the canoni]ation
mass, . . , https://lopoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/homilie/
kanoni]acjaB .html >access . . 0; cf. J. Weiler, Freedom, Sanctity
and Reason in the Teaching of Benedict XV1, Polish translation: https://omnesmag.
com/pl/]asoby/wolnosc-holi]m-i-ro]sadek-w-naukach-benedykta-xvi >access

: 0.

Benedict XV, Adoration with the best preparation for Eucharistic communion,
op. Cit.

Idem, Holiness is the vocation of every person, 0p. Cit.
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i stanowido podstawC ich Tycia . Taka postawa stanowi pr]ykéad dla
ws]ystkich chr]eGcijan, wy]nac]a jasny kierunek Tycia uc]niyw Chry-
stusa, Jorientowanych na spotkanie ] Nim — nas]ym poc]atkiem i ce-
lem . Wspyac]eGni wy]nawcy Je]Jusa winni na nowo odkryii Jnac]enie
nied]ielnej liturgii i docenit pr]ywilej ud]iaidu w Eucharystii, Ja ktyry
chr]eGceijanie ws]ystkich wiekyw — w niektyrych Jakatkach globu ryw-
niel obecnie — gotowi byli i sa nara]iii swoje Tycie .

Istotnym warunkiem GwiCtoGci jest wiernoGii i peine poséus]eEstwo
wiad]y koGcielnej . Posius]eEstwo i pokora GwiCtych sa jasnym Jna-
kiem pr]e]nac]enia GwiCtoGci —a w s]c]egylnoGei jej nadpr]yrod]onych
daryw — do budowania i ciagéej odnowy KoGcioda , stanowia rywniel
skutec]ne nar]Cd]ie odd]ielenia prawd]iwych GwiCtych od wi]joneryw,
s]ukajacych ro]géosu JaJwyc]aj w kontr]e do instytucji KoGciosa.

Benedykt XV, Bez niedzielnej Mszy sw. nie mozna zrealizowac udanego zZy-

cia, Homilia wygéos]ona w c]asie Ms]y 6w. w katedr]e 6w. S]c]epana w Wiedniu,

, https://papie].wiara.pl/doc/ .Be]-nied]ielnej-Ms]y-sw-nie-mo]na-
-Jreali]Jowac-udanego-]ycia >dostCp . . 0.

Tamle.

Tenle, W Eucharystii Chrystus zyje wsréd nas i dla nas, Homilia podc]as
Ms]y 6w. na JakoEc]enie XXIV Kongresu Eucharystyc]nego we Wéos]ech —
Bari, . . , https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/homilie/
kongreseB dostCp . . 0.

Por. TenTe, Sw. Hildegarda z Bingen (1), d]. cyt; por. Papiez o sw. Matyldzie
z Hackebornu, Kateche]a podc]as audiencji generalnej, . . , https://kosciol.
wiara.pl/doc/ Papie]-o-sw-Matyld]ie-]-Hackebornu/ >dostCp . . 0.

Zob. Tenle, Posynodalna adhortacja apostolska o Eucharystii, 2rédle i szczycie
zycia i misji Kosciota ,,Sacramentum Caritatis”, nr , https://www.vatican.va/content/
benedict-xvi/pl/apostBexhortations/documents/hfBben-xviBexhB Bsacra-
mentum-caritatis.ntml Bftn >dostCp . . 0; por. Postuga Papieza gwarancjg
postuszerstwa Chrystusowi i Jego stowu, Homilia podc]as Ms]y 6w. w ba]ylice
Gw. Jana na Lateranie ] oka]ji objCcia katedry Biskupa Rlymu, . ., https:/
opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/homilie/lateranB .html
>dostCp . . 0.
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are embraced and transformed by it, becoming part of another reality:.
Its consumption stemmed from their inner deepest need and formed
the basis of their lives. This attitude is an example for all Christians,
setting a clear direction for the lives of Christ{s disciples, oriented
towards the encounter with Him — our beginning and our goal. Todayfs
followers of Jesus need to rediscover the importance of the Sunday
liturgy and appreciate the privilege of participating in the Eucharist, for
which Christians of all centuries — in some corners of the globe even
today — were and are prepared to risk their lives.

An important condition for holiness is ¢ delity and full obedience
to ecclesiastical authority. Obedience and humility of the saints are
a clear sign of the destiny of holiness — and in particular its supernatural
gifts — for the building and continuous renewal of the Church, and they
are also an e ective tool for separating true saints from visionaries,

T. Dola, Faith in saints communion, AEthos. Kwartalnik Instytutu Jana Pawéa 1
Kul ” ( , p. ; cf. J. Rat]inger, On the Road to Jesus Christ, Krakyw ,
pp. - .
Benedict XVI, Without Sunday Mass one cannot realize a successful life,
Homily delivered during Mass in the Cathedral of St. S]c]epana w Wiedniu,

, https://papie].wiara.pl/doc/ .Be]-nied]ielnej-Ms]a-sw-nie-mo]na-

-] realiJowac-ucanego-]ycie »access . . 0.

Ibid.

Idem, In the Eucharist Christ lives among us and for us, Homily during the Holy
Mass at the end of the XXIV Eucharistic Congress in Italy — Bari, . . :
https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/\WW/WP/benedyktBxvi/homilie/kongreseB
>access . . 0.

Cf. ldem, Sw. Hildegard of Bingen (1), op. Cit.; cf. The Pope on St. Matyldzie
z Hackebornu, Kateche]a podc]as audiencji generalnej, . . , https://kosciol.
wiara.pl/doc/ .Papie]-o-sw-Matyld]ie-]-Hackebornu/ >access . . 0.

See: Idem, Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation on the Eucharist, the Source and
Summit of Life and Mission of the Church ,,Sacramentum Caritatis”, No. https://
www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/pl/apostBexhortations/documents/hfBben-
-xviBexhB Bsacramentum-caritatis.html Bftn >access . . 0; cf.
The Pope’s ministry as a guarantee of obedience to Christ and His word, Homily
during Mass in the Basilica of St. John Lateran on the occasion of taking over
the chair of the Bishop of Rome, . . , https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/\W/WP/
benedyktBxvi/homilie/lateranB .html >access . . 0.
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1.4 Uzyteczno$¢ wstawiennictwa Swietych

Z reAeksji nad ekle]jalnym wymiarem GwiCtoGci ora] nieustajacej
sac]noGci KoGeioda Jiemskiego ] niebieskim wynika powinnoGii modli-
twy Ja Jmaréych ora] modlitwy wstawiennic]ej pr]y ud]iale GwiCtych .
Stad, w Jiemskiej drod]e do osiagniCcia chr]etGcijaEskiej doskonaioGci,
wierni moga lic]yi na aktywna pomoc GwiCtych, ] ktyrymi po]ostaja
w giCbokiej komunii ponad granica Gmierci, cJasu i pr]estr]eni . Kult
GwiCtych, kor]ystanie Je wstawiennictwa ora] Jachowanie i prjeka]y-
wanie pamiCci o nich — rywniel popr]e] procesy beaty ¢ kacyjne i kano-
niJacyjne — to oddawanie 6wiCtym naleTnej c]ci, a tym samym sius]ne
d]iCkc]ynienie Bogu Ja dar 6wiadkyw Ewangelii . W Jwig]ku ] tym
to pragnienie uwielbienia Boga — do ktyrych GwiCci po Gmierci maja
be]poGredni dostCp — ora] pr]ekonanie o skutec]noGei wstawiennictwa
GwiCtych stanowi zrydéo, ] ktyrego wypaywa potr]eba ich kultu .

Zob. TenTe, Swietos¢ jest powolaniem kazdej osoby, d]. cyt.; por. T. Dola,
Wiara w swietych obcowanie, d]. cyt., s. — ; por. Konstytucja dogmatyczna
o Kosciele ,, Lumen Gentium”,nr , https://www.]ycie]akonne.pl/dokumenty/kosciol/
sobor-watykanski-ii/sobor-watykanski-ii-konstytucje/konstytucja-dogmatyc]na-o-
-kosciele-lumen-gentium- [ >dostCp . . 0; por. Konstytucja o Swietej
Liturgii ,,Sacrosanctum Concilium”, nr , https://www.]ycie]akonne.pl/dokumenty/
kosciol/sobor-watykanski-ii/sobor-watykanski-ii-konstytucje/konstytucja-o-swietej-

-liturgii-sacrosanctum-consilium- [>dostCp . . 0.

Benedykt XV, Encyklika ,,Spe salvi”,nr , https://www.vatican.va/content/
benedict-xvi/pl/encyclicals/documents/hfBben-xviBencB Bspe-salvi.html
dostCp . . 0.

Zob. TenTe, Swieci ukazujq prawdziwe oblicze Kosciola, d]. cyt.
A. Zadio, Podstawy teologiczne kultu Swietych w kosciele, AStudia Pastoralne”
( S, =
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who usually seek publicity and fame in opposition to the institutions
of the Church.

1.4 Usefulness of the Intercession of the Saints

ReAection on the ecclesial dimension of holiness and the perpetual
communion of the earthly Church with the heavenly Church implies
the obligation to pray for the dead and to pray intercession with
the saints. Hence, in the earthly journey to achieve Christian perfection,
the faithful can count on the active help of the saints, with whom they
remain in deep communion beyond the boundaries of death, time, and
space. To venerate the saints, to make use of their intercession and
to preserve and transmit their memory — including through processes
of beati¢ cation and canonisation — is to give the saints the veneration they
deserve and thus to give rightful thanks to God for the gift of witnesses
to the Gospel. Therefore, this desire to glorify God — to which the saints
have direct access after death — and the conviction of the e ectiveness
of the intercession of the saints is the source from which the need
to worship them arises.

See: ldem, Holiness is the vocation of every person, op. Cit.; cf. T. Dola, Wiara
w GwiCtych obcowanie, op. cit.,pp. — ; cf. Dogmatic Constitution on the Church
, Lumen Gentium”, No. , https://www.]ycie]akonne.pl/dokumenty/kosciol/
sobor-watykanski-ii/sobor-watykanski-ii-konstytucje/konstytucja-dogmatyc]na-o-
-kosciele-lumen-gentium- [>access . . @: cf. Constitution on the Sacred
Liturgy ,,Sacrosanctum Concilium”, No. , https://www.]ycie]akonne.pl/dokumenty/
kosciol/sobor-watykanski-ii/sobor-watykanski-ii-konstytucje/konstytucja-o-swietej-

-liturgii-sacrosanctum-consilium- / >access . . 0.

Benedict XV, Encyclical ,,Spe salvi”, No. , https://www.vatican.va/content/
benedict-xvi/pl/encyclicals/documents/hfBben-xviBencB Bspe-salvi.html
>access . . 0

See: Idem, The Saints show the true face of the Church, op. Cit.
A. Zadio, Podstawy teologiczne kultu Swietych w kosciele, AStudia Pastoralne”

( ) pp ) -
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2. DOWARTOSCIOWANIE ROLI SWIETYCH KOBIET
I SZCZEGOLNA ROLA MARYI

2.1 Nauczanie Benedykta XVI o swietych kobietach

Dokonujac synte]y nauc]ania Benedykta XV1 o GwiCtych, naleTy
podkreGliii s]acunek i pod]iw papiela dla dokonaE kobiet w KoGciele
i dla KoGcioga. NakreGlona pr]e] niego teologia GwiCtych niewiast stano-
wisa kontynuacjC nauc]ania jego popr]ednika Jana Pawéa 11, ktyrego list
apostolski AMulieris dignitatem” stanowi4 m.in. punkt wyjGcia do cyklu
Grodowych kateche], poGwiCconych Gredniowiec]nym GwiCtym, wy-
ryTniajacym siC GwiCtoGcig Tycia, madroGeia i bogactwem nauc]ania .

Na pr]estr]eni casej historii KoGciosa, juT od jego poc]atkyw, kobiety
peénidy kluc]owa rolC w s]er]eniu chr]eGcijaEskiego pr]esiania . Obda-
rJone rylInymi chary]matami, pr]ede ws]ystkim realiJowaiy powoaanie
do duchowego macier]yEstwa, formujac i prowad]ac do Boga . Wielka
rolC odegrady w tej misji klas]tory i wspylnoty, ktyre wniosiy ogromny
wkiad w Tycie spodec]ne, poleps]ajac byt tych najsiabs]ych — chorych,
ubogich, starych. PodkreGlajac Jasiugi duchowych nauc]ycielek dla ota-
c]ajacego je Grodowiska, papiel dowartoGciowas ich be]kompromisowe
Jaangalowanie i konkretne d]iadania Jmier]ajace do budowania wspyl-
not, ktyrym saulydy swoim duchowym i moralnym autorytetem . Ich

Benedykt XV, Sw. Hildegarda z Bingen (1), d]. cyt; por. Kobiety w stuzbie
Ewangelii, d]. cyt.

J. Rat]inger, Bog i swiat, W: Opera omnia. W rozmowie z czasem, red. K. Gyzdz,
M. Gyrecka, Lublin ~ ,t. /,s. ;por. Z. KobyliEska, , Nowa Ewa” nowej
ery: wizja kobiety w nauczaniu Jozefa Ratzingera na tle postmodernizmu, AForum
Teologic]ne” ( , S.; por. Benedykt XVI, Kobiety w stuzbie Ewangelii,
d]. cyt.

Z. KobyliEska, ,, Nowa Ewa” nowej ery: wizja kobiety w nauczaniu Jozefa
Ratzingera na tle postmodernizmu, d]. cyt., s.

Benedykt XV1, Sw. Katarzyna z Genui, Kateche]a podc]as audiencji gene-
ralnej, . . , https://lopoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/audiencje/
agB html>dostCp . . 0; por. M. WaluG, Teologiczny autorytet kobiet
w nauczaniu Benedykta XVI, W: Teologiczna doniostosc¢ pontyfikatu Benedykta XV1,
red. A. Wojtc]ak, Po]nakE ,S.
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2. APPRECIATION OF THE ROLE OF HOLY WOMEN AND
THE SPECIAL ROLE OF MARY

2.1 Benedict XVI’s Teaching on Holy Women

In synthesising Benedict XVI’s teaching on the saints, it is important
to emphasise the Pope’s respect and admiration for the achievements
of women in the Church and for the Church. The theology of holy women
outlined by him was a continuation of the teaching of his predecessor
John Paul II, whose apostolic letter ‘Mulieris dignitatem’ was, among
other things, the starting point for a series of Wednesday catechesis
devoted to medieval saints distinguished by their holiness of life, wisdom
and richness of teaching.®

Throughout the history of the Church, from its beginnings, women
have played a key role in spreading the Christian message.** Endowed
with various charisms, they have, above all, pursued the vocation
of spiritual motherhood, forming and leading to God.*” Monasteries
and communities played a great role in this mission and made a huge
contribution to society, improving the lives of the most vulnerable —
the sick, the poor, the old. Highlighting the merits of the spiritual female
teachers for the environment around them, the Pope acknowledged
their uncompromising commitment and concrete actions to build up
the communities they served with their spiritual and moral authority.*®

3 Benedict X VI, St. Hildegard of Bingen (1), op. cit.; cf. Women in the service
of the Gospel, op. cit.

36 J, Ratzinger, God and the World, in: Opera omnia. In a conversation with time,
ed. K. Gozdz, M. Gorecka, Lublin 2017, vol. 13/2, p. 277; cf. Z. Kobylinska, ,, Nowa
Ewa” nowej ery: wizja kobiety w nauczaniu Jozefa Ratzingera na tle postmoderni-
zmu, ,,Forum Teologiczne” 8(2007), p. 67; cf. Benedict X VI, Women in the Service
of the Gospel, op. cit.

37 7. Kobylinska, ,,Nowa Ewa” nowej ery: wizja kobiety w nauczaniu Jozefa
Ratzingera na tle postmodernizmu, op. cit., p. 56.

¥ Benedict XVI, St Catherine of Genoa, Catechesis during the general au-
dience, 12.01.2011, https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/benedykt xvi/audiencje/
ag_12012011.html [access 28.08.2023]; cf. M. Walus, Teologiczny autoryt kobiet
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teologia i Gwiadectwo posius]eEstwa, ] ktyrej papieT w swoim nauc]aniu
wydobyi giCboka mariologic]na perspektywC, stawasa siC duchowym
pokarmem i pokr]epieniem dla wielu Gwieckich i duchownych, poma-
gajac im —na w]yr swoich GwiCtych nauc]ycielek — na nowo pr]ywrycii
w ich Tyciach naleIne Chrystusowi miejsce .

Benedykt XV, pr]Jywoéujac w swoim nauc]aniu sylwetki GwiCtych
niewiast, uka]ywai pr]ykéad doskonagej synte]y actio i contemplatio.
Oba te pr]ejawy ich Tycia wypdywaiy ] jednego Zrydia — Zbawiciela,
odnajdowanego pr]ede ws]ystkim na drod]e roJwalaE Ewangelic]nych
i c]Cstej praktyki Tycia sakramentalnego . Choii kateche]y papieskie
Japroponowady/]apre]entowasy s]eroki wachlar] pr]ykéaadyw GwiCtych
rylInego stanu i pochod]enia, usytuowanych w ryTnych problematykach
i s]erokoGciach geogra¢.cnych, s]c]egylnym u]naniem Benedykta X VI
wydady siC cies]yii kobiety konsekrowane i mistyc]ki . Choii nie Jabra-
kio pochod]acych ] ludu Jaangalowanych spoéec]nie prorokik, wiCk-
s]oGci roJwalak Ja pr]ykéad posiulyéy kobiety dobr]e wyks]taicone,
wywod]ace siC ] wyTs]ych sfer .

2.2 Swiete niewiasty odpowiedzia na wspolczesny kryzys kobiecosci

Nauka paynaca ] pr]ywoéywanych pr]e] papieTa Tyciorysyw GwiC-
tych kobiet, moTe stanowiii skutec]na pr]eciwwagC dla wspyic]esnych
feministyc]nych tendencji. Kry]ys wiary ora] prjemilc]enie prawdy
o Bogu we wspyac]esnej kultur]e doprowad]idy rywniel do upadku
moralnoGci i wypac]enia samoro]umienia kobiety — bytu obdar]onego
roJumnoGcia i godnoGcia, pr]ymiotami wynikajacymi Je stwor]enia na
obra] Stwyrcy. Postulaty radykalnego femini]mu i skrajnie pojmowana

M. WaluG, Teologiczny autorytet kobiet w nauczaniu Benedykta XVI, d]. cyt.,

TamTe; por. Benedykt XV, Sw. Gertruda Wielka, d]. cyt.

Benedykt XV, Bl. Aniela z Foligno, d]. cyt.

Zob. M. WaluG, Teologiczny autorytet kobiet w nauczaniu Benedykta XVI,
d].cyt,s. ;por. Benedykt XVI, Sw. Hildegarda z Bingen (2), Kateche]a podc]as
audiencji generalnej, . . , https:/lopoka.org.pl/biblioteka/\W/WP/benedyktBxvi/
audiencje/agB ostCp . . 0
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Their theology and testimony of obedience, from which the Popefs
teaching brought out a profound Mariological perspective, became
spiritual food and nourishment for many laity and clergy, helping them
— following the example of their holy female teachers — to re-establish
Christfs rightful place in their lives.

Benedict XVI, recalling the prog¢les of the holy women in his
teaching, showed an example of a perfect synthesis of actio and
contemplatio. Both of these manifestations of their lives Aowed from
a single source — the Saviour, found above all through reAection on
the Gospels and the frequent practice of the sacramental life. Although
the papal catechesis 0 ered/presented a wide range of examples of saints
of di erent states and origins, situated in di erent issues and latitudes,
Benedict XVI seemed to hold consecrated women and mystics in
particular esteem. Although there was no shortage of socially committed
prophetesses from the people, most of those reAected as examples were
well-educated women from the upper classes.

2.2 Holy Women as a Response to the Contemporary Crisis of Femininity

The lessons to be learned from the biographies of holy women cited
by the Pope can provide an e ective counterbalance to contemporary
feminist tendencies. The crisis of faith and the silencing of the truth
about God in contemporary culture have also led to a decline in morality
and a distortion of the self-understanding of women as beings endowed
with reason and dignity, qualities resulting from creation in the image

w nauaniu Benedykta XV1I, in: Teologiczna doniostos¢ pontyfikatu Benedykta XV1I,
ed. A. Wojtc]ak, PoJnaE  , p.

M. WaluG, Teologiczny autorytet kobiet w nauczaniu Benedykta XV1I, op. Cit.,
pp. ., .
Ibid; cf. Benedict XV, St. Gertrude the Great, 0p. Cit.
Benedict XV, Blessed Aniela of Foligno, op. Cit.
See: M. WaluG, Teologiczny autorytet kobiet w nauczaniu Benedykta XV,
op. cit.,, p.  ; cf. Benedict XVI, St. Hildegard of Bingen (2), Catechesis during
the general audience, . . , https:/lopoka.org.pl/biblioteka/\WW/WP/benedyktBxvi/
audiencje/agB >access . . 0.



32 MARZENA KUCZYNSKA $WleCl SWIADKAMI PRAWDY O BOGU <«

emancypacja kobiet, postulujgce kres dominacji mCTc]y]n nad kobie-
tami i Jatarcie ryInic miCd]y piciami, Jdaniem papiela najbard]iej
uder]a w nie same . Po]Jorne wy]wolenie i fais]ywe rywnoupraw-
nienie, kontestujace chr]eGcijaEstwo i odrJucajace naukC KoGcioda,
w r]ec]ywistoGci prowad]a do Jniewolenia. Reperkusje duchowej kon-
stelacji lat . odaray sferC seksualnoGci ] wymiaru osobowego, nor-
mujac spoiec]nie —a w niektyrych paEstwach rywniel prawnie — Tycie
w Jwig]kach partnerskich, homoseksuali]m, transseksuali]m, prawo
do aborcji, pows]echna antykoncepcjC i in. Spowodowaso to giChoki
kry]ys roJumienia rod]iny, ale pr]ede ws]ystkim wypac]yio pojCcie
kobiecoGei. Wobec radykalnego odd]ielenia sfery seksualnoGei od daru
paodnoGci, maileEstwo i macier]yEstwo stado siC jedna ] forma uciemic-
Tenia wspyéc]esnej kobiety. W tak wypac]onym, JmaskuliJowanym mo-
delu spodec]nym, hoddujacym wydajnoGci, produkcji, technice, polityce
i Jyskowi , oGmies]ona Jostasa rywniel wartoGii d]iewictwa, bCdacego
jednym ] najwartoGciows]ych symboli i pr]ykéadyw dla lud]koGci .

2.3 Najdoskonalsza posrod Swietych

Odpowied]ia na postCpujacy kry]ys i s]ansa obrony pr]ed ekstre-
malnym feminiJmem, jest prJywrycenie naleTnego miejsca Maryi .
Popr]e] ukierunkowanie na Nig — MatkC Chrystusa i Jara]Jem Naj6wiCt-
s]a D]iewicC, Krylowa Ws]ystkich SwiCtych moTliwy bCd]ie powryt
do prawdy o Chrystusie, o KoGciele, a w konsekwencji prawdy o c]éo-
wieku i jego natur]e . Podalajac Ja reAeksja Rat]ingera, to Ona jest

J. Rat]inger, Raport o stanie wiary, W: Opera Omnia. W rozmowie z czasem,
red. K. Gyzdz, M. Gyrecka, Lublin CUUXT s, =

J. Rat]inger, S6l Ziemi, w: Opera Omnia. W rojmowie ] cJasem, red. K. Gyzdz,
M. Gyrecka, Lublin ~ ,t.XIll/,s. , — ;BégiSwiat,d].cyt,s. , -

Tenle, Raport o stanie wiary, d]. cyt., s.
Tamle,s. -

TamTe.

Tamle, s.
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of the Creator. According to the Pope, the demands of radical feminism
and the extreme notion of the emancipation of women, which postulate
an end to the domination of men over women and the obliteration
of the di erences between the sexes, will hit women the hardest.
Apparent liberation and false equality, contesting Christianity and
rejecting the teachings of the Church, actually lead to enslavement.
The repercussions of the spiritual constellation of the S
stripped the sphere of sexuality of its personal dimension, socially
normalising — and in some countries also legally normalising — life
In partnerships, homosexuality, transsexualism, the right to abortion,
widespread contraception, etc. This has caused a profound crisis in
the understanding of the family, but above all it has distorted the concept
of femininity. With the radical separation of the sphere of sexuality from
the gift of fertility, marriage and motherhood have become one form
of oppression of the modern woman. In such a distorted, masculine
social model, adhering to e ciency, production, technology, politics
and progt |, the value of virginity, which is one of the most valuable
symbols and examples for humanity, was also ridiculed.

2.3 The most perfect among the saints

The answer to the unfolding crisis, and an opportunity to defend
against extreme feminism, is to restore Maryfs rightful place. By
pointing to her — the Mother of Christ and at the same time the Blessed
Virgin, Queen of All Saints — the return to the truth about Christ,
the Church and consequently the truth about man and his nature will

J. Rat]inger, Report on the state of faith, in: Opera Omnia. Speaking of time,
ed. K. Gyzdz, M. Gyrecka, Lublin ,vol. X/, pp. -

J. Rat]inger, Salt of the Earth, in: Opera Omnia. In a conversation with time,
ed. K. Gyzdz,
M. Gyrecka, Lublin ~ ,vol. XIll/ ,pp. , - ; Bdg i Swiat, op. Cit., pp.
Idem, Report on the state of faith, op. Cit., p.
Ibid., p.
Ibid.
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cudownym ratunkiem dla KoGcioda i Gwiata . Stanowi skutec]ny w]yr
kobiecoGci dla niewiast ws]ystkich c]asyw, wska]ujac na ich prawd]iwe
zrydéo godnoGci i cJaowiec]eEstwa. Uc]y odkrywania swojego powo-
4ania ora] realiJowania go na drod]e pokory, kobiecej wralliwoGci, ale
i mCstwa, stanowiac Jnak spr]eciwu wobec wypac]onej wspyic]esnej
wi]ji kobiety, odr]ucajacej cnotC pokory, unilenia i posius]eEstwa.
W pr]ykéad]ie Jej Tycia uka]aa siC najpeiniej wspomniany Agenius]
kobiecy” uka]ujacy prawdC o powoéaniu do Abe]interesownego daru
] siebie”. Zyciorysy mistr]yE duchowych, ktyre popr]e] giCboka wiCz
1 Maryja uc]yéy si po]nawania i midowania Boga, wspyawska]uja drogC
do GwiCtoGci kobietom ws]ystkich cJasyw. W kontr]e do wspyac]esnych
pradyw ideowych, sprowad]ajacych péeii do tolsamotci kulturowej
i tym samym banaliJujacych jej Jnac]enie, GwiCte kobiety pr]ykéiadem
swojego lycia stojg na straly prawa naturalnego ora] prawdy Objawionej
o wyraznym ro]ryTnieniu i komplementarnoGci pici ora] o wéaGciwym
powodaniu kobiety i mCTc]y]ny. Mistr]Jynie Tycia chr]eGcijaEskiego,
na w]yr NajéwiCts]ej Panienki, uc]a budowania wiC]i ] Chrystusem
popr]e] modlitwC, uc]a jak wykor]ystywaii swoje chary]maty w siuTbie
innym lud]iom, ale pr]ede ws]ystkim jedno]nac]nie wska]uja prawdC
o powoianiu kaldej kobiety do c]ystoGei i duchowego macier]yEstwa,
ktyre mole JrealiJowai siC rywniel w wymiar]e ¢]yc]nym .

TamTe,s. — ;Por. Z. KobyliEska, , Nowa Ewa” nowej ery: wizja kobiety
w nauczaniu Jozefa Ratzingera na tle postmodernizmu, d]. cyt., s.

Por. Benedykt XV, Eucharystia, Lourdes i duszpasterstwo chorych, OrCd]ie
na XVI Swiatowy D]ieE Chorego, . . , https://lopoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/
WP/benedyktBxvi/prjemowienia/chor]y B >ostCp . . 0.
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be possible. As Rat]inger reAects, she is the miraculous salvation for
the Church and the world. She is an e ective model of femininity for
women of all times, pointing to their true source of dignity and humanity.
She teaches how to discover onefs vocation and how to ful¢ | it through
humility, feminine sensitivity, but also fortitude, as a sign of opposition
to the distorted modern vision of woman, which rejects the virtues
of humility, humbleness, and obedience. The example of her life showed
most fully the aforementioned ‘feminine genius{ revealing the truth
of the vocation to “selAess self-giving] The biographies of the female
spiritual masters who, through their profound relationship with Mary,
learned to know and love God, co-propagate the path to holiness for
women of all times. In contrast to contemporary ideological currents that
reduce gender to cultural identity and thus trivialise its meaning, the holy
women, by the example of their lives, uphold natural law and the revealed
truth about the clear distinction and complementarity of the sexes and
the proper vocation of man and woman. Mistresses of the Christian
life, following the example of the Blessed Virgin, teach how to build
a relationship with Christ through prayer, how to use their charisms
in the service of other people, but above all, they unequivocally point
to the truth of the vocation of every woman to chastity and spiritual
motherhood, which can also be realised in the physical dimension.

Ibid, p.

Ibid., pp. - ; Cf. Z. KobyliEska, ,, Nowa Ewa” nowej ery: wizja kobiety
w nauczaniu Jozefa Ratzingera na tle postmodernizmu, Op. Cit., p.

Cf. Benedict XV, Eucharist, Lourdes and pastoral care of the sick, Message
for the th World Day of the Sick, . . , https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/
WP/benedyktBxvi/prjemowienia/chor]y B >access . . 0.
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3. PRZYKLAD CIERPIENIA SWIETYCH SZKOLA NADZIEI
DLA WSPOLCZESNEGO SWIATA POPRZEZ PRAWDE O BOGU
WSPOLCIERPIACYM

3.1 Swieci jako przyklad milosci spolecznej

Studium Tywotyw GwiCtych po]wala dostr]ec wyjatkowoGii ich relacji
] Bogiem, i dalej wynikajacy ] niej s]c]egylny stosunek do innych lud]i
ora] otac]ajacego Gwiata. Wpatr]eni w najdoskonals]y w]yr GwiCci po
d]iG d]ieE stanowia dla chr]eGcijan pr]ykéad po]ytywnej odpowied]i na
we]wanie do ro]Jpo]nawania w oblic]u cierpiacego blizniego, GwiCtego
Oblic]a Je]Jusa Chrystusa . We]wanie do midowania blizniego osigga
swoja s]c]egylna formC wobec ws]ystkich tych, ktyr]y sa najsiabsi:
ubod]y, wymagajacy opieki, uJaleTnieni od innych — w oc]ach Gwiata
bard]o c]Csto Japomniani, beJuTytec]ni, niemajacy Jbyt duTej, uTy-
tec]nej wartoGei .

Otac]anie opieka najsiabs]ych i potr]ebujacych stanowio dla GwiC-
tych bard]o istotny aspekt skéadania Gwiatu ich ewangelic]nego Gwiade-
ctwa . Wielu ] nich po6wiCcido temu cade swoje Tycie, al po gotowoGii
oddania go Ja drugiego cJéowieka. SwiCci ] jednej strony podejmo-
wali ws]elkie wysiiki, by nieGii innym ulgC w cierpieniu, ] drugiej —
uc]yli akceptacji cierpienia i odnajdywania w nim sensu oc]ys]c]ania

TenTe, Oredzie na XXI Swiatowy Dzieri Chorego, . . , https://
www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/pl/messages/sick/documents/hfBben-xviB
mesB Bworld-day-of-the-sick- ~ .html >dostCp . . 0; por. Wobec

tajemnicy ludzkiego cierpienia. Prlemywienie w sanktuarium Bolego Midosierd]ia,
, https://lopoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/prJemowienia/
pIBlagiewnikiB html>dostCp . . @
Zob. L. Fiejdas]-Buc]ek, Sprawy kanonizacyjne za pontyfikatu papieza
Benedykta XVI..., d]. cyt., s. : Por. Benedykt XV, Oredzie na XVII Swiatowy

Dzien Chorego, . . , https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/
prjemowienia/chor]y BkaiB html>dostCp . . 0.
Benedykt XV, Oredzie na XX Swiatowy Dzierr Chorego, . . , https://

www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/pl/messages/sick/documents/hfBben-xviB
mesB Bworld-day-of-the-sick-  .html>dostCp . . .
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3. THE EXAMPLE OF THE SAINTS’ SUFFERING AS A SCHOOL
OF HOPE FOR THE MODERN WORLD THROUGH THE TRUTH
OF A CO-SUFFERING GOD

3.1 Saints as an example of social love

A study of the lives of the saints reveals the uniqueness of their
relationship with God and, further, the special relationship with other
people and the surrounding world that results from it. GaJed upon as
the most perfect model, the saints still exemplify for Christians today
a positive response to the call to recognise, in the face of their su ering
neighbour, the Holy Face of Jesus Christ. The call to love our neighbour
reaches its particular form towards all those who are most vulnerable:
the poor, those in need of care, those who are dependent on others — in
the eyes of the world very often forgotten, useless, of little useful value.

Caring for the weakest and needy was a very important aspect for
the saints in giving their evangelical witness to the world. Many
of them devoted their entire lives thereto, to the point of being ready
to give it up for another person. On the one hand, the saints made every
e ort to bring relief from su ering to others; on the other, they taught
acceptance of su ering and ¢ nding in it a sense of puri¢cation and
maturity. Their service to their neighbours was aimed at living di  cult

Idem, Message for the 21st World Day of the Sick, . . , https://www.vati-
can.va/content/benedict-xvi/pl/messages/sick/documents/hfBben-xviBmesB B
world-day-of-the-sick- ~ .html »access . . 0; cf. Faced with the mystery
of human suffering. Speech in the Shrine of Divine Mercy, . . , https:/lopoka.
org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/prJemowienia/plBlagiewnikiB
html >access . . 0.

See: L. Fiejdas]-Buc]ek, Sprawy kanonizacyjne za pontyfikatu papieza Be-
nedykta XVI..., op. cit., p. ; Cf. Benedict XV I, Message for the 17th World Day
of the Sick, February , httpS'//opoka org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/
prlemowienia/chor]y BkaiB html >access . . 0.

Benedict XVI, Message for the 20th World Day of the Sick, . . :
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/pl/messages/sick/documents/hfBben-
-XvViBmesB Bworld-day-of-the-sick- .html »access . . 0.

Idem, Encyclical ,,Spe Salvi”, op. cit., No.
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i dojr]ewania . Ich siuTha bliznim miasa na celu godne i owocne pr]ely-
wanie trudnych doGwiadc]eE tak, by blizni —s]c]egylnie ci wykluc]eni
spodec]nie — nie Jostali poJostawieni sami sobie i Jdani na pokusC
Twatpienia, JniechCcenia i ro]pac]y . Autentyc]ne towar]ys]enie
i wspyicierpienie ] potr]ebujacymi bydo moTliwe d]iCki ich osobistym
pr]elyciom i dobwiadc]eniom. Jak Jauwalya papiel, cierpienie wpisane
jest w Tycie kaldego, kto staje siC prawd]iwie kochajacym c]éowie-
kiem . Wynika ono rywniel ] samej natury misoGci, ktyra domaga siC
od c]éowieka wyr]ec]enia samego siebie i wybycia egoi]mu .
Zywoty 6wiCtych, do ktyrych lektury wielokrotnie JachCcai papiel,
peine sa pr]ykéadyw wielkich wyr]ec]eE. Nie]aleTnie od obranej Geielki,
GwiCci ws]ystkich c]asyw gotowi byli Jostawiii Ja soba ws]ystko, co
nalely do tego Gwiata i pyjGii Ja Chrystusem, nawet kos]tem wyr]ec]e-
nia siebie, by be]interesownie nieGi lud]iom Jego Séowo i nad]iejC .
W swoim nauc]aniu papiel Benedykt XVI nieustajaco pr]ypominai
0 pows]echnoGci i aktualnoGei ewangelic]nego we]wania Aldz, i ty c]yE
podobnie ” (Lk , ,skierowanego do ws]ystkich uc]niyw Chrystusa
w pr]ypowieGci o Midosiernym Samarytaninie . Jedno]nac]nie wska-
Jywai na zrydéo takiej postawy — nieskoEcJona misoGii Boga, ] ktyrej

Tenle, Encyklika ,,Spe Salvi”, d]. cyt., nr

Benedykt XVI, Oredzie na XX Swiatowy Dzieri Chorego, d]. cyt.; por. L. S]c]e-
paniak, Poszukujgc sensu cierpienia i Zycia, W: L. S]c]epaniak, Troska o dziecko
umierajgce w szpitalu. Studium z pogranicza medycyny i teologii moralnej, Krakyw

,S. ; por. Benedykt XV, Zycie oddane Bogu nigdy nie jest zmarnowane,

CJuwanie modlitewne na baoniach w Montorso, . . , https:/lopoka.org.pl/
biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/prjemowienia/loretoBc]uwanieB html
dostCp . . .

Benedykt XV, Encyklika ,,Spe Salvi”, d]. cyt., nr

Tamle, nr - .

Tamle, nr ; por. Byé chlebem tamanym za Zycie Swiata, d]. cyt.

Zob. tenle, Oredzie na XXI Swiatowy Dzieri Chorego, d]. cyt.; Job. Oredzie
na XVIII Swiatowy Dzieri Chorego, . . , https://lopoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/
WP/benedyktBxvi/prjemowienia/chor]y  orB dostCp . . 0; por.
Szukajmy cienia Piotra, by zy¢ w Swietle Chrystusa, Homilia w Nied]ielC Miéo-
sierd]iaBolego, . . , https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/
homilie/milosierd]iaBurB html>dostCp . . 0.
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experiences with dignity and fruitfulness, so that their neighbours —
especially the socially excluded — would not be left alone and subject
to the temptation of doubt, discouragement and despair. Authentic
accompaniment and co-su ering with those in need was possible through
their personal experiences and experiences. As the Pope pointed out,
su ering isinscribed in the life of everyone who becomes a truly loving
person. Italso stems from the very nature of love, which demands that
man renounce himself and banish sel¢,shness.

The lives of the saints, which the Pope has urged us to read so many
times, are full of examples of great sacri¢ ces. Whatever path they chose,
the saints of all times were ready to leave behind everything that belongs
to this world and follow Christ, even at the cost of renouncing themselves,
in order to selAessly bring His Word and hope to people. In his teaching,
Pope Benedict XV1 constantly reminded us of the universality and
timeliness of the Gospel call “Go, and do likewise ” (Lk : ,addressed
to all of Christfs disciples in the parable of the Merciful Samaritan.
He unequivocally pointed to the source of such an attitude — the in¢ nite
love of God, from which both Christians who bring comfort to their
neighbour and su erers themselves who are called to live their di cult
experiences in the perspective of faith are obliged todraw. Itisaliving

Benedict XV I, Message for the 20th World Day of the Sick, op. cit.; cf. L. S]c]e-
paniak, Poszukujgc sensu cierpienia i 1ycia, in: L. S]c]epaniak, Troska o dziecko
umierajgce w nemocniceu. Studium z pogranicza medycyny i teologii moralnej,
Krakyw , p. ; cf. Benedict XV, Life given to God is never wasted, Prayer
vigil on membranes in Montorso, . . , https://lopoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/
benedyktBxvi/prJemowienia/loretoBc]uwanieB .html>access . . 0.

Benedict XV, Encyclical ,,Spe Salvi”, op. cit., No.

Ibidem, no. - .

Ibid., no. ; cf. To be bread broken for the life of the world, op. Cit.

See ibid., Message for the 21st World Day of the Sick, op. Cit.; see Message
for the 18th World Day of the Sick, . . , https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/
WP/benedyktBxvi/prjemowienia/chor]y orB >access . . 0; cf.
Let us seek Peter’s shadow to live in the light of Christ, Homily on Divine Mercy
Sunday, . . , https:/lopoka.org.pl/biblioteka/\WW/WP/benedyktBxvi/homilie/
milosierd]iaBurB .html >access . . 0.

Benedict XVI, Message for the 21st World Day of the Sick, op. Cit.
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Jobowia]ani sa c]erpail Jarywno chr]eGeijanie niosacy pokr]epienie
blizniemu, jak i sami cierpiacy we]Jwani do pr]elywania swoich trud-
nych doGwiadc]eE w perspektywie wiary . To wiaGnie ona — Tywa wiara
podtr]ymywana modlitwa ora] systematyc]nym uc]estnictwem w Tyciu
sakramentalnym KoGcioda — stanowi s]c]era i skutec]ng motywacjC do
pochylenia siC nad drugim cJéowiekiem.

Pr]ykéad GwiCtych pomagajacych ws]ystkim chorym i potr]ebujacym
cielesnego i duchowego ukojenia poJwala wcigl na nowo odkrywai
wartoGi cierpienia nie tylko na pias]c]yznie lud]kiej, ale tel tej nad-
pr]jyrod]onej . Zarywno indywidualnie, jak i wégc]eni we wspylnoty
Jakonne, nieGli oni pr]ede ws]ystkim otuchC duchowa i nad]iejC tak,
by cierpienie stawago siC dla pr]eTywajacego oka]ja do reAeksji w per-
spektywie ostatec]nego sensu i prowad]ido do spotkania ] Bogiem .
Tylko tak pr]elywane cierpienie, traktowane jako nieodiac]ny element
lud]kiego istnienia, i ufnoGii w sprawiedliwoGi BoTa moTe pr]ynie6ii
duchowe owoce Jarywno cierpiacemu, jak i Gwiatu, dla ktyrego pogoda
ducha cierpigcego mole byii wyra]em prawd]iwego c]éowiec]eEstwa
i Tnakiem obecnoGci Bolej . W tym sensie cierpienie postr]egaii naleTy
jako dar i Jnak 4aski, pr]estr]eE spotkania ] samym Stwyrca . W tego
rod]aju posaugC Gwiatu wpisuije siC rywniel cierpliwe Jnos]enie ws]yst-
kich pomniejs]ych cod]iennych trudnoGci, ktyre o¢arowane w pokor]e

Benedykt XV, Oredzie na XXI Swiatowy Dzieri Chorego, d]. cyt.

Jan Pawed |1, List ustanawiajgcy Swiatowy Dzierr Chorego, maja r.,
nr , https://kds].pl/list-jana-pawla-ii-ustanawiajacy-obchody-swiatowego-dnia-
-chorego/ >dostCp . . 0; por. B. Sawic, Z wiarq w pozytywny sens cierpienia,
https://www.pr]ewodnik-katolicki.pl/Archiwum/  /PrJewodnik-Katolicki- -/
Diece]ja-Wloclawska/Z-wiara-w-po]ytywny-sens-cierpienia>dostCp . . 0.

Zob. L. Fiejdas]-Buc]ek, Sprawy kanonizacyjne za pontyfikatu papieza
Benedykta XVI..., d]. cyt., s.

Por. Benedykt XV, Encyklika ,,Spe Salvi”, d]. cyt, nr ; Job. J. Zabielski,
Eschatologiczny wymiar ludzkiego cierpienia, ARoc]nik Teologii Katolickiej”

( S — .
Zob. J. Zabielski, Eschatologiczny wymiar ludzkiego cierpienia, d]. cyt.,
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faith sustained by prayer and systematic participation in the sacramental
life of the Church that provides a sincere and e ective motivation to lean
towards others.

The example of the saints, who help all those who are sick and in
need of physical and spiritual healing, allows us to rediscover the value
of su ering, not only on a human level, but also on a supernatural
level. Both individually and as part of religious communities, they
0 ered above all spiritual encouragement and hope, so that su ering
could become an opportunity for the survivor to reAect on its ultimate
meaning and lead to an encounter with God. Only su ering lived in
this way, treated as an intrinsic part of human existence, and trusting
in Godfs justice, can bear spiritual fruit both for the su erer and for
the world, for which the serenity of the su erer can be an expression
of true humanity and a sign of Godf{s presence. Inthissense, su ering
should be seen as a gift and a sign of grace, a space of encounter with
the Creator Himself. This kind of service to the world also includes
patiently enduring all the minor daily di culties which, when o ered
in humility and in a certain analogy with Christ{s great su ering, “they
somehow became part of the treasury of compassion so greatly needed
by the human race.”

The work of the saints on behalf of all the sick and needy reminds us
of the need to make the world a better place, to open and prepare it for
the grace and action of God. In this sense, Benedict XV teaches about

John Paul Il, Letter establishing the World Day of the Sick, May
No. , https://kds].pl/list-jana-pawla-ii-ustanawiajacy-obchody-swiatowego-dnia-

-chorego/ »access . . 0; cf. B. Sawic, Z wiarg w pozytywny sens cierpienia,
https://www.pr]ewodnik-katolicki.pl/Archiwum/  /PrJewodnik-Katolicki- -/
Diece]ja-Wloclawska/Z-wiara-w-po]ytywny-sens-cierpienia>access . . 0.

See: L. Fiejdas]-Buc]ek, Sprawy kanonizacyjne za pontyfikatu papieza Be-
nedykta XVI ..., op. cit., p.
Cf. Benedict XVI, Encyclical ,,Spe Salvi”, op. cit., No. ; see J. Zabielski,
Eschatologiczny wymiar ludzkiego cierpienia, ARoc]nik Teologii Katolickiej”
( PP —
See: J. Zabielski, Eschatologiczny wymiar ludzkiego cierpienia, op. Cit., p.
Benedict XV, Encyclical ,,Spe Salvi”, op. cit., No.
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i w pewnej analogii do wielkiego cierpienia Chrystusa Amoga staii siC
c]CGcia skarbca wspyéic]ucia, ktyrego potr]ebuje rod]aj lud]ki” .

D]iedo GwiCtych na r]ec] ws]ystkich chorych i potr]ebujacych pr]y-
pomina o potr]ebie c]ynienia Gwiata leps]ym miejscem, otwierania
i pr]ygotowywania go na daskC i d]iadanie Boga. W tym sensie Benedykt
XV1 nauc]a o GwiCtych jako o Apomocnikach Boga”, ktyr]y pr]yc]y-
nili siC do Jbawienia Gwiata (por. Kor , ; Tes , .Zgodnie]tym
roJumieniem, wspyabuduja oni krylestwo lud]kie i krylestwo Bole,
bo ] ich d]iataE — Jupeénie Jwyc]ajnych i ogranicJonych — wypéywa
nadpr]yrod]ona nad]ieja dana c]aowiekowi w obietnicy Krylestwa
Bolego . Nie manajmniejs]ych watpliwoGci, Te ws]elkie d]iadania Jda-
Tajace do Japobiegania i Jmniejs]ania cierpienia i bylu sa godne naGla-
dowania, wynikaja bowiem ] podstawowych wymagak chr]eGcijaEskiej
eg]ystencji — Je sprawiedliwoGci i ] midoGei . To jedna Je s]c]egylnych
dryg reali]acji posiugi midoGei pr]e] KoGeiya ora] reali]acji naturalnego
prawa etyc]nego ora] podstawowego prawa c]dowieka, naka]ujacego
broniti kaldego lud]kiego Tycia, nawet tego uiomnego .

3.2 Prawda o Bogu obecnym w cierpieniu

Zgodnie ] pr]ekalem Jawartym w Ewangeliach, Chrystus wielo-
krotnie pochyla siC nad cierpiacymi, by ich pocies]yii ora] u]drowiii

Benedykt XVI, Encyklika ,,Spe Salvi”, d]. cyt., nr

Tamle, nr

Tamle.

Tamle, nr ; Encyklika ,,Deus Caritas Est”, nr , https://www.vatican.va/
content/benedict-xvi/pl/encyclicals/documents/hfBben-xviBencB Bdeus-
-caritas-est.html>dostCp . . 0 por. Oredzie na XVII Swiatowy Dzier Chorego,
d]. cyt.; por. Bog przychodzi, aby nas wyzwoli¢ od zta i Smierci, Homilia podc]as
Nies]poryw | Nied]ieli Adwentu, . . , https://lopoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/
WP/benedyktBxvi/homilie/nies]pBadwentB html>dostCp . . 0.

Tenle, Mitos¢ do Chrystusa urzeczywistnia sie w opiece nad chorymi, Pr]e-
mywienie do uc]estnikyw sesji plenarnej Papieskiej Rady ds. Dus]pasterstwa
Chorych i Saulby Zdrowia, . . , https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/
benedyktBxvi/prjemowienia/prBchorychB html>dostCp . . 0.
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the saints as “helpers of God” who have contributed to the salvation
of the world (cf. Cor :; Th : . According to this understanding,
they co-build the kingdom of man and the kingdom of God, for from
their actions — completely ordinary and limited — Aows the supernatural
hope given to man in the promise of the kingdom of God. There is no
doubt that all actions aimed at preventing and reducing su ering and
pain are exemplary, as they stem from the fundamental requirements
of Christian existence — from justice and from love. This is one
of the speci¢,c ways in which the Church carries out its ministry of love
and the implementation of the natural ethical law and the fundamental
human right to defend every human life, even the Aawed one.

3.2 The truth about God present in suffering

The Gospels say that Christ would lean over the su ering many
times to comfort and heal them physically and spiritually. The divine
‘physician{ performed those signs that were integral to preaching
the Good News and bringing God closer to people. As the Pope noted,
the sick enjoyed special consideration; it was for their sake that Jesus
instituted the sacrament of Anointing. Truly present in the midst
of men, the Son of God, by doing the work of healing the sick and
raising the dead, gradually revealed the actual presence of the Kingdom

Ibid., No.

Ibid.

Ibid., No. ; Encyclical ,,Deus Caritas Est”,No. , https://www.vatican.va/
content/benedict-xvi/pl/encyclicals/documents/hfBben-xviBencB Bdeus-
-caritas-est.html »access . . 0; cf. Message for the Seventeenth World Day
of the Sick, op. cit.; cf. God comes to free us from evil and death, Homily during
Vespers of the First Sunday of Advent, . . , https:/lopoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/
WP/benedyktBxvi/homilie/nies]pBadwentB html >access . . 0.

Idem, Love for Christ is realized in the care of the sick, Address to the par-
ticipants in the plenary session of the Ponti¢cal Council for the Pastoral Care

of the Sick and Health Services, . . , https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/\W/WP/
benedyktBxvi/pr]Jemowienia/prBchorychB html >access . . 0.
Ibid.

Idem, Message for the 20th World Day of the Sick, op. Cit.
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¢ JycInie i duchowo. Boski Alekar]” c]ynia te Jnaki, ktyre byiy nie-
oddac]nym elementem pr]epowiadania Dobrej Nowiny i pr]ybliTania
lud]iom Boga . Jak Jauwalyi papiel, chor]y cies]yli siC specjalnymi
w]glCdami, to pr]e] w]glad na nich Je]Jus ustanowid sakrament nam-
s]c]enia . Prawd]iwie obecny poGryd lud]i Syn Boly, c]yniac d]iedo
u]drawiania chorych i wskr]es]ania umaraych, stopniowo odkrywaa
aktualng obecnoGii Krylestwa Bolego, ktyre odtad pr]estaio byi jedynie
Japowied]ia pr]ys]éego Tycia, ale staio siC rJec]ywistoGeig dostCpna
cJéowiekowi w pewnym stopniu jul w doc]esnoGei . Najdoskonal-
s]ym dostCpnym pows]echnie Grodkiem po]Jwalajacym na partycypacjC
w pr]ys]éej rlec]ywistoGei sa sakramenty. Papiel podejmujac reAeks;jC
nad pr]ypowieGcig o Misosiernym Samarytaninie, omywié Jagadnienie
u]drawiania rywniel popr]e] pry]mat t]Jw. sakramentyw u]drowie-
nia — tj. wspomnianego jul sakramentu namas]c]enia chorych, a takTe
sakramentu pokuty i pojednania, ktyre osiagaja swoja naturalna peiniC
w Komunii eucharystyc]nej . D]iCki tym cennym nar]Cd]iom Bolej
daski, chory mole jes]c]e bard]iej Jjednoc]yii siC ] umierajacym i jed-
noc]eGnie Jmartwychwstadym JeJusem .

Kluc]Jowe dla owocnego pr]eTywania trudnych doGwiadc]eE ora]
procesu u]drowienia poJostaje trwanie pr]y Chrystusie. Papiel kie-
rowai do ws]ystkich cierpigcych peane troski we]wanie, by w c]asie
trudnych doGwiadc]eE Jnajdowali swoja si4C i stabilnoGii w Séowie Bo-
Tym, modlitwie ora] sakramentach . Spotkanie — al po Jjednoc]enie
1 Chrystusem, ktyry w Gmierci kr]yTowej w]iai na siebie ws]ystkie
lud]kie gr]echy, cierpienia i trudnoGei, poJwala dostr]ec prawd]iwy
sens akceptacji pr]eciwnoGcei — nieskoEc]ona midoGii cierpiacego Boga .

Tamle.

TenTe, Oredzie na XX Swiatowy Dzieri Chorego, d]. cyt.

Por. Tenle, Encyklika ,,Spe Salvi”, nr , d]. cyt.

TenTe, Oredzie na XX Swiatowy Dziern Chorego, d]. cyt.; por. Eucharystia,
Lourdes i duszpasterstwo chorych, d]. cyt.

TenTe, Oredzie na XX Swiatowy Dzieri Chorego, d]. cyt.

Tamle.

TenTe, Encyklika ,,Spe Salvi”,nr , d]. cyt.; Job. Oredzie na XIX Swiatowy
Dzien Chorego, . . ,https://lwww.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/pl/messages/



MARZENA KUCZYNSKA SAINTS ARE WITNESSES<«< 45

of God, which henceforth ceased to be merely a foreshadowing of the life
to come, but became a reality available to man to some extent already
in temporality. In fact, the most perfect means available universally
for participation in a future reality are the sacraments. ReAecting
on the parable of the Merciful Samaritan, the Pope also discussed
healing through the prism of the so-called sacraments of healing, i.e.
the aforementioned sacrament of the anointing of the sick, as well as
the sacrament of penance and reconciliation, which reach their natural
fullness in Eucharistic communion. With these precious instruments
of Godfs grace, the sick person can further unite with the dying and at
the same time risen Jesus.

What remains crucial for the fruitful living of di cult experiences
and the healing process is to stay with Christ. The Pope addressed
a thoughtful call to all su erers to ¢nd their strength and stability
in the Word of God, prayer and the sacraments during di cult
experiences. The encounter — up to and including union with Christ,
who in the death of the cross took upon himself all human sins, su erings
and di culties, allows one to see the true meaning of accepting
adversity — the in¢nite love of the su ering God. In the death on
the cross, the apogee of Christfs kenosis , which is “scandal and
foolishness” (see Cor : - | thisstrange logic and a completely new
dimension and order are realijed. Out of su ering and defeat emerges

Cf. Idem, Encyclical ,,Spe Salvi”’, No. , op. Cit.

Idem, Message for the 20th World Day of the Sick, op. cCit.; cf. Eucharist,
Lourdes and pastoral care of the sick, op. Cit.

Idem, Message for the 20th World Day of the Sick, op. Cit.

Ibid.

Idem, Encyclical ,,Spe Salvi”, No. , op. Cit.; see Message for the 19th World
Day of the Sick, . . , https://lwww.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/pl/messa-
ges/sick/documents/hfBben-xviBmesB Bworld-day-of-the-sick-  .html
>access . . 0.

M. Orlicki, Unizenie Syna Boze a uswienie cztowieka, AStudia Bobolanum”
«C .p .

See: Benedict XVI, Message for the 18th Day of the Sick, op. cit.; cf. John
Paul Il, Apostolic Letter ,,Salvifici doloris” to bishops, priests, religious families
and faithful of the Catholic Church on the Christian sense of human suffering,
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W Gmierci kr]yTowej, apogeum keno]y Chrystusa , bCdacej A]gors]e-
niem i giupstwem” (Job. Kor , — , reali]uje siC ta prled]iwna
logika ora] Jupednie nowy wymiar i por]Jadek . Z cierpienia i poralki
wydania siC casa moc be]granic]nej MisoGci, poniewal Kr]yT jest wy-
ra]em miéoGci, a misoGii jest prawd]iwa moca, ktyra objawia siC waaGnie
w tej poJornej séaboGci . Mesjas] ostatec]nie dopeinia swoja misjC.
Re]ygnuje ] manifestacji swojej potCgi, poJwala ogoéociii siC i odr]ei
1 ws]elkiej wéad]y i panowania po to, by Jgsad]iii gr]ech i pr]ynieGi
odkupienie lud]koGci . Chrystus o¢,arg wiasnego Tycia odkupia rywniel
cierpienie kaldego c]éowieka, c]yniac je tym samym podstawowym
nar]Cd]iem Jbawienia .

Bola manifestacja midoGci w cierpieniu i w niemocy sauly pr]e-
ciwstawieniu lud]kiej pys]e Jrod]onej ] pragnienia, by uc]ynil siebie
Bogiem (por. Rd] , . Byg siebie uc]ynia maidym po to, by pr]ywrycii
wiéaGciwa miarC c]éowiekowi, ktyry w myGl w]nioséej logiki Stwyrcy
osigga s]c]yt istnienia popr]e] ufnoGii i pokorC, pr]ejawiajacych siC

sick/documents/hfBben-xviBmesB Bworld-day-of-the-sick-  .html >do-
sttp . . B

M. Orlicki, Unizenie Syna Bozego a uswiecenie cztowieka, AStudia Bobola-
num” ( S, .

Zob. Benedykt XV, Oredzie na XVIII Dzien Chorego, d]. cyt.; por. Jan Pa-
wed I, List apostolski ,, Salvifici doloris” do biskupow, kaptanow, rodzin zakonnych
i wiernych Kosciota katolickiego o chrzescijanskim sensie ludzkiego cierpienia,

: ,nr, https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/janB pawelBii/listy/salvi¢,ci.
html>dostCp . . 0.

Benedykt XVI, Stowo o Krzyzu glowngq trescig chrzescijanskiego przepo-
wiadania, Kateche]a podc]as audiencji generalnej, . . , https://opoka.org.
pl/biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/audiencje/agB html
dostCp . . @

Zob. M. Orlicki, Unizenie Syna Bozego a uswiecenie cztowieka, d]. cyt., s.
por. J. ZyciEski,

Smier¢ czy kenoza?, https:/lwww.tygodnikpows]echny.pl/smierc-c]y-keno]a-
dostCp . . 0

L. S]clepaniak, Poszukujqc sensu cierpienia i Zycia, d]. cyt., s. ; ]ob.
Benedykt XVI, W chorych Bog czeka na naszq mitosé, Prlemywienie podc]as
wi]yty w poliklinice San Matteo, . . , https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/
WP/benedyktBxvi/pr]Jemowienia/pawiaBsmatteoB >ostCp . . 0.
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all the power of boundless Love, because the Cross is the expression
of love, and love is the true power that manifests itself precisely in this
apparent weakness. The Messiah ¢nally completes his mission. He
gives up the manifestation of his power, allows himself to be stripped
bare and stripped of all power and dominion in order to take away sin
and bring redemption to mankind. By the sacri¢ce of his own life,
Christ also redeemed the su ering of every human being, thus making
it the primary instrument of salvation.

Godfs manifestation of love in su ering and in impotence serves
to counter human pride born of the desire to make oneself God (cf.
Gen : .God made himself small in order to restore the proper measure
of man, who, according to the sublime logic of the Creator, reaches
the summit of existence through trust and humility, manifested in
humbling himself and in serving the poor. The foundation of the power
of history is therefore the people who love. This reveals a kind of optimism
in the face of the power of su ering, poverty and violence, for even
the humblest power of love is greater than the greatest power of evil.

oo ,No. , https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/janBpawelBii/listy/salvi¢.ci.
html »access . . Q.

Benedict XVI, Word about the Cross as the main content of Christian prea-
ching, Catechesis during the General Audience, . . , https://opoka.org.pl/
biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/audiencje/agB html
>access . . 0.

See: M. Orlicki, Unilenie Syna Bozi a uswienie cztowieka, op. cit.,p.  ;cf. J. Zy-
ciEski, Smierii c]y kenoza?, https:/iwww.tygodnikpows]echny.pl/smierc-c]y-keno]a-

>access . . 0.

L. S]c]epaniak, Poszukujqc sensu cierpienia i Zycia, Op. Cit., p. ; see Bene-

dict XV, In the sick, God is waiting for our love, Speech during a visit to the San

Matteo polyclinic, . . , https:/lopoka.org.pl/biblioteka/\WW/WP/benedyktBxvi/
prjemowienia/pawiaBsmatteoB >access . . 0.

See: J. Rat]inger, God and the World, op. cit., p.  .; cf. Benedict XVI,
Psalm 131 — childlike trust in God. Catechesis during the general audience, . . :
https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/\W/WP/benedyktBxvi/audiencje/agB >access

0

See: J. Rat]inger, Salt of the Earth, op. Cit., p.



48 MARZENA KUCZYNSKA $WleCl SWIADKAMI PRAWDY O BOGU <«

w uniTeniu siebie i w siuTbie ubogim . Fundamentem potCgi d]iejyw
sg wiCc lud]ie miaujacy. Jawi siC w tym swoisty optymi]m wobec potCgi
cierpienia, ubystwa i prjemocy, bowiem juT najskromniejs]a sida miaoGci
jest wiCks]a od najwiCks]ej sidy Jéa .

Ta perspektywa postr]jegania Boga, ktyry Japragnaa cierpiel Je
w]glCdu na c]Jéowieka i jego ogromna wartoGil, poJwala ostatec]nie
odr]ucilii wykreowany pr]e] ateilm obra] Boga Jaego lub tel be]sil-
nego wobec okrucieEstwa, ktyry stwor]ya Gwiat peden niesprawiedli-
woGci, prlemocy i dopuGci4 cierpienie niewinnych . Z ran Chrystusa,
uniTonego i osamotnionego w god]inie Gmierci kr]yTowej, wypéiywa
nieJawodna nad]ieja dla ws]ystkich niewinnych i opus]c]onych, Te
dobry i sprawiedliwy Byg towar]ys]y c]éowiekowi w god]inie kaldej
pryby. Tak roJumiana sprawiedliwoGii Bola nie mole byii caikowicie
pojCta w wymiar]e doc]esnym, domaga siC odwoéania do kwestii es-
chatologic]nych, sagdu i Jmartwychwstaniaciaa (por. Kor , .Jak
podkreGlii Benedykt XV 1, Jmartwychwstanie Chrystusa nie wyma]aéo
cadkowicie istnienia J4a Je Gwiata. PoJwolido ono jednak ws]echmoca
Bolej midoGci na jego ostatec]ne u]drowienie . Powstanie ] martwych
Syna Bolego Jmienia perspektywC postr]Jegania problemu istnienia
Jéa, Gmierci i cierpienia jako r]Jec]ywistoGei, w ktyrej obecny jest sam
Byg — ostatec]ne pocies]enie, pr]ebac]enie i odkupienie . To ] Niego

Zob. J. Rat]inger, Bég i Swiat, d]. cyt.,s.  .;por. Benedykt XVI, Psalm 131 —
dziecieca ufnos¢ w Bogu. Kateche]a podc]as audiencji generalnej, :
https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/audiencje/agB >dostCp

: 0.

Zob. J. Rat]inger, Sol ziemi, d]. cyt., s.

Benedykt XV|I, Encyklika ,,Spe Salvi”, d]. cyt., nr

Tamle, nr ;por. J. Zabielski, Eschatologiczny wymiar ludzkiego cierpienia,
d]. cyt., s.

Benedykt XVI, Oredzie na XIX Swiatowy Dzieri Chorego, d]. cyt.; Oredzie
na XX Swiatowy Dziei Chorego, d]. cyt.;

TenTe, Encyklika ,,Spe Salvi”, d]. cyt., nr ; por. Oredzie na XIX Swiatowy
Dzien Chorego, d]. cyt.
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This perspective of seeing a God who was willing to su er for
the sake of human beings and their immense value makes it possible
to ¢ nally reject the image created by atheism of a God who is evil or
powerless in the face of cruelty, who created a world full of injustice,
violence and allowed the su ering of the innocent. From Christ{s
wounds, who was humbled and alone in the hour of death on the cross,
springs the unfailing hope for all the innocent and abandoned that
a good and just God accompanies man in the hour of every trial. When
understood in this way, Godfs justice cannot be entirely conceptualised in
temporal terms; it demands reference to eschatological issues, judgment
and the resurrection of bodies (cf. Cor : . As Benedict XVI
stressed, Christfs resurrection did not completely erase the existence
of evil from the world. It did, however, allow the omnipotence of Godfs
love to ¢ nally heal it. The resurrection of the dead Son of God changes
the perspective of perceiving the problem of the existence of evil, death
and su ering as a reality in which God himself is present — the ultimate
consolation, forgiveness, and redemption. It is from Him that true
and extraordinary strength and power Aow, empowering man to defy
the relentless hardships of life and transform himself spiritually.

The saints remind modern man of the truth of a God who, for manfs
sake, truly entered into the reality of su ering in order to bring healing
and life to the world. They respond most fully to the call to be witnesses
to this truth through their lives, through their faith and, in a special
way, through their su ering. Among them, a special place is given
to the martyrs — witnesses of Christ who withstood the most severe

Benedict XV, Encyclical ,,Spe Salvi”, op. cit., No.

Ibid., no. ; cf. J. Zabielski, Eschatological dimension of human suffering,
op. cit., p.

Benedict XV I, Message for the 19th World Day of the Sick, op. Cit.; Message
for the 20th World Day of the Sick, op. Cit.;

Idem, Encyclical ,,Spe Salvi”, op. cit., No. ; cf. Message for the 19th World
Day of the Sick, op. Cit.

Idem, Message for the Seventeenth World Day of the Sick, op. Cit.; cf. Bl. Aniela
of Foligno, op. Cit.

Idem, Message for the 19th World Day of the Sick, op. Cit.
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wypaywa prawd]iwa i nie]Jwykaa sidaa ora] moc, u]dalniajace c]ao-
wieka do pr]eciwstawiania siC nieustajagcym trudom Tycia i duchowej
prjemiany .

SwiCci pr]lypominaja wspyic]esnemu c]éowiekowi o prawd]ie
0 Bogu, ktyry Je w]glCdu na cJéowieka prawd]iwie ws]edd w r]ec]y-
wistoGii cierpienia, by pr]ynieGi Gwiatu u]Jdrowienie i Tycie. Odpowia-
daja oni najpeiniej na we]wanie do bycia Gwiadkami tej prawdy popr]e]
swoje Tycie, popr]e] wiarC ora] — w sposyb s]c]egylny — popr]e] cier-
pienie . PoGryd nich specjalne miejsce Jajmuja mCc]ennicy — Gwiadkowie
Chrystusa, ktyr]y podoéali najciCTs]ym prybom i stali siC najprawd]iw-
s]a miara c]éowiec]eEstwa, ktyra mole towar]ys]yi wier]Jacym rywniel
w ich cod]iennych pomniejs]ych Jmaganiach . MCc]ennicy sg wiCc
wyjatkowym Jnakiem BoTego d]iasania w KoGciele, uwiarygadniajac go
w oc]ach Gwiata i niosac prawd]iwa wewnCtr]na wolnoGi wypaywajaca
1 midoGei najwyTs]ej pryby .

3.3 Niemozliwos¢ wyeliminowania cierpienia ze Swiata

Poc]aws]y od 6wiCtego Piotra, los ws]ystkich chr]eGeijan Jaws]e bC-
d]ie miad swyj ud]iad w cierpieniu Chrystusa . Jest to swoisty testament
dla KoGcioda ws]ystkich c]asyw i epok . Jak poka]ai Chrystus, sama
midoGil ma w sobie coG ] pasji i cierpienia, ktyrego unikanie c]yni nie-
Jdatnym do Tycia, a tym samym nie]dolnym do wydania plonu . Rywno-

TenTe, Oredzie na XVII Swiatowy Dzierr Chorego, d]. cyt.; por. Bl. Aniela
z Foligno, d]. cyt.

TenTe, Oredzie na XIX Swiatowy Dzieri Chorego, d]. cyt.

Tenle, Encyklika ,,Spe Salvi”,nr , d]. cyt.

Por. G. Bachanek, Josepha Ratzingera teologia meczenstwa, AWars]awskie
Studia Teologic]ne” ( S, — .

Zob. J. Rat]inger, Sol ziemi, d]. cyt.,s. — ; por. D. Pater, Cierpienie
cztowieka a tajemnica krzyza Chrystusowego, W: Skqd przychodzi pomoc? Mod-
litwy i teksty w cierpieniu. Przewodnik duchowy dla stuzby zdrowia, red. D. Pater,
Wars]awa S — .

J. Rat]inger, Bog i swiat, d]. cyt., s.

Tamle,s. -
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trials and became the truest measure of humanity, which can also
accompany believers in their daily minor struggles. The martyrs are
therefore a unique sign of Godfs action in the Church, authenticating it
in the eyes of the world and bringing true inner freedom Aowing from
a love of the highest order.

3.3 The impossibility of eliminating suffering from the world

Starting with St. Peter, the fate of all Christians will always have its
share inthe su ering of Christ. Itis akind of testament for the Church
of all times and epochs. As Christ showed, love itself has something
of the passion and su ering whose avoidance renders one ung¢t for life
and thus incapable of yielding a harvest. Parallel to the announcement

of su ering, Jesus made a promise (see Mt :  that the Church would
be His living space, His organism, His body, His vine, until He came
again.

This paradoxical, seemingly mutually exclusive combination of love
and su ering, perfection and humiliation, has accompanied the followers
of Christ since the proto-days of Christianity. In reAecting on the people
of Godfs Chosenness, of which Rat]inger considered both modern
rabbinic Jews and Christians to be the heirs, it is important to emphasise
that what matters to God are not earthly categories of greatness, but
the faith to which he has called his people. However, God{s election

Idem, Encyclical ,,Spe Salvi”, No. , op. Cit.

Cf. G. Bachanek, Josepha Ratzingera teologia meczenstwa, AWars]awskie
Studia Teologic]ne” ( ,pp. -

See: J. Rat]inger, Salt of the Earth, op. cit.,pp. — ;cf. D.Pater, Cierpienie
cztowieka a tajemnica
krzyza Chrystusowego, in: Skqd przychodzi pomoc? Modlitwy i teksty w cierpieniu.
Przewodnik duchowy dla stuzby zdrowia, ed. D. Pater, Warsaw ,pp. - .

J. Rat]inger, God and the World, op. cit., p.

Ibid., pp. -

See ibid., p.

See ibid., pp. — ; cf. Benedict XVI, Towards the Mystery of Human
Suffering, op. Cit.
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legle do Japowied]i cierpienia JeJus JéoTy4 obietnicC (Job. Mt , , Te
al do c]asu Jego ponownego pr]yjtcia, KoGciyi bCd]ie Mu pr]estr]enia
Tyciowa, Jego organi]mem, Jego ciasem, Jego winnym kr]ewem .

To paradoksalne, poJornie wykluc]ajace siC podac]enie misoGei
] cierpieniem, doskona4oGci ] uniTeniem towar]ys]y wy]nawcom Chry-
stusa juT od proto-d]iejyw chr]eGcijaEstwa . C]yniac reAeksjC nad na-
rodem Bolego Wybrania, ]Ja ktyrego spadkobiercyw Rat]inger u]nawaa
Jarywno wspyic]esnych Zydyw rabinic]nych, jak i chr]eGcijan, naleTy
podkreGlid, Te dla Boga nie lic]a siC Jiemskie kategorie wielkoGci, lec]
wiara, do ktyrej powoiaa swyj lud. Tak roJumiane Bole wybranie nie
o]nac]a jednak pr]ywilejyw roJumianych w kategoriach udogodnienia.
Bynajmniej, 1Jrael ] powodu geopolityc]nego poiolenia po]ostawai
nieustajaco w poc]uciu Jagrolenia pr]e] sasiadujace mocarstwa. W jego
pr]etrwaniu tkwi nie]Jwykéa tajemnica ora] sida. Ws]ystkie ywc]esne
mocarstwa ] c]asem spotkasa Jagdada, a maay lud, mimo utraty Jiemi
i ro]pros]enia, Jachowai swoja religiC i tolsamoGi, pomimo Te Ja]naé
najwiCks]ych cierpieE w d]iejach Gwiata, pr]etrwai dwa tysiace lat .

Fakt niemoTnoGei caikowitego wyeliminowania cierpienia wynika
1 prawdy o gr]echu pierworodnym i skoEc]onoGcei c]éowieka, ] ogra-
nic]enia jego natury . Ostatec]ne pokonanie J4a leTy jedynie w mocy
Boga. Odr]ucenie tej prawdy narala c]Jéowieka na s]kodliwe dlakE
Jaudne utopie, ktyre pod ryInymi postaciami oferuje Gwiat. Posiugu-
jac siC kategoriami sposec]no-ekonomic]nymi, ro]maite ideologie suge-
rujg rjekomo wyc]erpujace odpowied]i, majgce na celu sprowokowanie
d]iadak poJornie eliminujacych ostatec]nie ws]elka niesprawiedliwoG,
cierpienie i ubystwo . Wi]jadoc]esnego Jbawieniasiig r]ec]y wykluc]a

Zob. tamTe, s.

Zob. tamle, s. — ; por. Benedykt XVI, Wobec tajemnicy ludzkiego
cierpienia, d]. cyt.

Zob. J. Rat]inger, Bég i Swiat, d]. cyt.,s. -

Zob. J. Zabielski, Eschatologiczny wymiar ludzkiego cierpienia, d]. cyt.,
S. - .
Benedykt XV|I, Encyklika ,,Spe Salvi”, nr, d]. cyt.
Por. J. Rat]inger, Raport o stanie wiary, d]. cyt.,s. — ; Benedykt XVI,
Encyklika ,,Spe Salvi”, nr , d]. cyt.
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understood in this way does not mean privileges understood in terms
of convenience. By no means, Israel, because of its geopolitical location,
remained constantly under threat from neighbouring powers. There is
an extraordinary mystery and strength in its survival. All the powers
of the time met their doom in time, while a small people, despite losing
their land and being dispersed, retained their religion and identity,
despite having su ered the greatest su ering in the history of the world,
surviving for two thousand years.

The fact of the impossibility of completely eliminating su ering stems
from the truth of original sin and the ¢ niteness of man, the limitation
of his nature. The ultimate defeat of evil lies only in the power
of God. The rejection of this truth exposes man to the damaging
illusory utopias that the world o ers in various forms. Using socio-
economic categories, various ideologies suggest supposedly exhaustive
answers, aiming to provoke actions that seemingly ultimately eliminate
all injustice, su ering and poverty. A vision of temporal salvation
inevitably excludes from manfs view the eschatological perspective and
the problem of God. This, in turn, creates a danger for man himself, who,
in attempting to deprive himself of his grounding in God the Creator,
loses at the same time the justi¢ cation of the universal inalienability
and inviolability of his dignity. The programme of the total removal
of su ering has reached its most radical form today in access to abortion
and euthanasia. The demand for both of these medical procedures,
which are in their essence an assault on societyfs most vulnerable and
defenceless individuals, stems, as the Pope diagnoses, from the wealth
of Western societies. Both unborn children and elderly relatives or
the disabled requiring special care are seen as burdens and limitations

See: J. Rat]inger, God and the World, op. cit., pp.  —

See: J. Zabielski, Eschatologiczny wymiar ludzkiego cierpienia, 0p. Cit., pp.

Benedict XV, Encyclical ,,Spe Salvi”, No. , op. Cit.

Cf.J. Rat]inger, Report on the state of faith, op. cit., pp. — ; Benedict XVI,
Encyclical ,,Spe Salvi”, No. , op. Cit.

J. Rat]inger, God and the World, op. cit., p.
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] pola wid]enia c]éowieka perspektywC eschatologic]ng ora] problem
Boga. To ] kolei rod]i niebe]piec]eEstwo dla samego c]éowieka, ktyry
prybujac po]bawili samego siebie umocowania w Bogu Stwor]ycielu,
traci jednoc]eGnie u]asadnienie pows]echnej nie]bywalnoGci i niena-
rus]alnoGei swojej godnoGei. Program caikowitego usuniCcia cierpie-
nia osiagnai wspyéc]eGnie najbard]iej radykalna formC w dostCpie do
aborcji i eutana]ji . Zapotr]ebowanie na obie te procedury medyc]ne,
bCdace w swojej istocie Jamachem na najsiabs]e i be]bronne jednostki
spodec]ne, wynika — jak diagno]uje papiel — ] bogactwa Zachodnich
spodec]eEstw. Zarywno nienarod]one dJieci, jak i starsi krewni, c]y
tel niepednosprawni wymagajacy s]c]egylnej opieki postr]egani sa
pr]e] nie w kategoriach ciClaru i ogranic]eE . Zdaniem Bawarskiego
Teologa, taka egoistyc]na postawa wynika ] braku gotowoGci do re-
Tygnacji ] c]Jegokolwiek i do podejmowania wyr]ec]eE, jednoc]eGnie
umacnia siC w spoéec]eEstwie d]iCki pows]echnemu pr]yJwyc]ajeniu
do okreGlonego wygodnego sposobu bytowania . D]iCki temu cora]
pows]echniejs]a staje siC tJw. pr]eciCtna ideologia, ktyra skupia ws]yst-
kie wysiéki cJaowieka na reali]acji pragnieE o osiagniCciu wysokiego
standardu Tyciowego, Jamykajac go na istotne sprawy i na transcen-
dencjC .Pomocna jest w tym wspyic]esna kultura, ktyra posidkujac siC
Grodkami masowego pr]eka]u, ks]taituje okreGlony jClyk i w]orce
Jachowak, cora] bard]iej spychajace religiC w sferC subiektywnoGci

Pr]ekéada siC to nie tylko na usuniCcie ] hory]ontu c]éowieka problemyw
eschatologic]nych, ale takle asce]y ora] perspektywy po]ytywnego

J. Rat]inger, Bdg i Swiat, d]. cyt., s.

Tenle, Bég i Swiat,d].cyt.,s.  .:por. Benedykt XV, Encyklika ,,Spe Salvi”,
nr ,d]. cyt.,; por. Bog darzy mitoscig cztowieka od chwili poczecia, Prjemywie-
nie do uc]estnikyw kongresu Papieskiej Akademii Pro Vita, . . , https://
opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/prjemowienia/provitaB
html >dostCp . . 0.

Por. Benedykt X VI, Swiatto$é $wiata, W: Opera Omnia. W rozmowie z czasem,
red. K. Gyzdz, M. Gyrecka, Lublin XV s =

J. Rat]inger, Sol ziemi, d]. cyt.,s.  — ; por. Benedykt XV, Encyklika
,,Deus Caritas Est”, nr , d]. cyt.

J. Rat]inger, Sol ziemi, d]. cyt.,,s. -
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by them. According to the Bavarian Theologian, this sel¢ sh attitude is
the result of an unwillingness to give up anything and to make sacrig¢ ces,
while at the same time it is reinforced in society by the widespread
habituation to certain comfort of living. Thanks to this, a so-called
mediocre ideology is becoming more and more prevalent, which focuses
all human e orts on ful¢ lling the desires of achieving a high standard
of living, closing them o from important matters and transcendence.
This is aided by contemporary culture which, using the mass media,
shapes a particular language and patterns of behaviour that increasingly
push religion into the realm of subjectivity. Not only does all this
translate into removing eschatological concerns from the human
hori]on, but also asceticism and the prospect of a positive dimension
of su ering. Ultimately, avoiding everything that requires e ortand
can expose you to su ering leads to a life of emptiness, melancholy
and nihilism.

The Pope unequivocally opposes these modern trends, which also
permeate the lives of believers. He clearly points out that in order to live
and think in atruly Christian way, one needs courage and determination
to make a spirituale ort. Inthe face of contemporary cultural currents,

Idem, God and the World, op. cit., p. ., cf. Benedict XV, Encyclical ,, Spe
Salvi”, No. , op. cit.; cf. God gives love to man from the moment of conception,
Address to the participants of the congress of the Ponti¢cal Pro Vita Academy,

, https://lopoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/prjemowienia/
provitaB html >access . . 0.

Cf. Benedict XV, Light of the World, in: Opera Omnia. In a conversation
with time, ed. K. Gyzdz,

M. Gyrecka, Lublin ,vol. XVIII/ ,pp. -

J. Rat]inger, Salt of the Earth, op. cit.,, pp. - ; cf. Benedict XVI, En-
cyclical ,,Deus Caritas Est”, No. , op. Cit.

J. Rat]inger, Salt of the Earth, op. Cit., pp. -

Cf. ibid., p.

Benedict XVI, Encyclical ,,Spe Salvi”, No. , op. cit.; Encyclical ,,Caritas
in veritae”, No. , https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/pl/encyclicals/
documents/hfBben-xviBencB Bcaritas-in-veritate.html>access . . @:
cf. J. Zabielski, Eschatologiczny wymiar cierpienia, op. Cit., p.

Benedict XV, Light of the World, op. Cit., p.
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wymiaru cierpienia . Ostatec]nie, uchylanie siC od ws]ystkiego, co
wymaga podejmowania wysiiku i mole nara]ili na cierpienie, prowad]i
do Tyciowej pustki, melancholii i nihilijmu

Papiel jedno]nac]nie pr]eciwstawia siC tym wspyac]esnym tenden-
cjom, ktyre pr]enikaja rywniel do Tycia osyb wier]acych. Wska]uje
jasno, Te aby Tyi i myGleii prawd]iwie po chr]eGcijaEsku, potr]eba
odwagi i determinacji do podjCcia duchowego wysiiku . Wobec wspyé-
c]esnych pradyw kulturowych, de¢ niujacych rlec]ywistoGi jako c]as
Apo Bogu” , wy]wanie opowied]enia siC Ja wiara staso siC trudniejs]ym
i bard]iej osobistym aktem. Podejmowanie tego trudu wpisuje siC w na-
turC cJéowieka, ktyry potr]ebuje wyTs]ych, pr]ekrac]ajacych jego sa-
mego, celyw i wymagak. Posiugujac siC metafora wspinac]ki, Rat]inger
postawi4 sprawC jasno: prawd]iwemu cJaowiec]eEstwu nie odpowiada
ani banalnoGii, ani wygoda, ani dobre samopoc]ucie, mylnie utolsamiane
Je s]c]C6ciem . Wobec oferowanego pr]e] Gwiat programu, daTacego
do wy]wolenia od ws]elkich JewnCtrJnych norm i od Boga, to wiaGnie
GwiCci — popr]e] podobieEstwo do JeJusa w cierpieniu i w gotowo-
Gei do oddania Tycia — stanowia wéaGciwy obra] peani lud]kiego bytu
i pr]ypominajac prawdC o Bogu Stwor]ycielu, stoja na straly godnoGci
ws]ystkich lud]i . Popr]e] r]ec]ywiste i cadkowite pr]yjCcie woli Bo-
Tej, nie tracac nic]ego ] siebie, stali siC drogowska]em dla lud]koGei,
wska]Jujacym wiaaGeiwa drogC osiagniCcia pedni moTliwoGci Tycia, do
ktyrego powosani Jostali ws]yscy wier]acy .

Por. tamle,s. .

Benedykt XV|I, Encyklika ,,Spe Salvi”’, nr , d]. cyt.; Encyklika ,,Caritas
in veritae”, nr , https://www.atican.va/content/benedict-xvi/pl/encyclicals/do-
cuments/hfBben-xviBencB Bcaritas-in-veritate.ntml >dostCp . . 0;
por. J. Zabielski, Eschatologiczny wymiar cierpienia, d]. cyt., s.

Benedykt XV, Swiatlos¢ swiata, d]. cyt., s.

D. Cuppit, Po Bogu. O przyszitosci religii, Wars]awa

Benedykt X VI, Swiatlos¢ swiata, d]. cyt., s.

Zob. J. Rat]inger, Bog i swiat, d]. cyt.,s.  ; Zob. Benedykt XVI, Oredzie
na XVIII Dzien Chorego, d]. cyt.; por. J. Zabielski, Eschatologiczny wymiar cier-
pienia, d]. cyt,, s.

Zob. J. Rat]inger, Bog i swiat, d]. cyt., s.
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de¢ ning reality as the time “after God” , the challenge of standing up
for faith has become a more di cult and personal act. Undertaking
this e ort is part of the nature of man, who needs higher goals and
requirements that exceed himUsing the metaphor of climbing, Rat]inger
made the point clear: true humanity corresponds neither to banality,
nor to comfort, or to well-being, mistakenly equated with happiness.
In the face of the program o ered by the world, striving for liberation
from all external norms and from God, it is the saints — through their
resemblance to Jesus in su ering and readiness to give their lives —
who constitute a proper image of the fullness of human existence and,
recalling the truth about God the Creator, protect the dignity of all
people. By truly and totally accepting the will of God, without losing
anything of themselves, they became a signpost for humanity, pointing
out the right way to reach the fullness of possibility of life to which all
believers are called.

CONCLUSION

In manfs discovery of the truth of his vocation, Benedict XVI
emphasises the special role of the saints. The example of their Jeal for
the faith, their humility, their commitment and their willingness to make
sacri¢.ces in the history of the Church is the source of a true renewal
of the Church and the world.

In the face of the crisis and the sins of the Church, the Pope does
not lower the moral requirements, but puts forward the thesis that it is
the radicalisation of faith and a return to the foundations that seem to be
the right way of renewal; ¢ rst — of every Catholic, then — of the whole
Church. His individualistic view of renewal (starting from the situation

D. Cuppit, After God. The Future of Religion, \Warsaw

Benedict XV, Light of the World, op. Cit., p.

See: J. Rat]inger, God and the World, op. cit., p.  ; See Benedict XVI,
Message for the 18th Day of the Sick, op. cit.; cf. J. Zabielski, Eschatologiczny
wymiar cierpienia, Op. Cit., p.

See: J. Rat]inger, God and the World, op. cit., p.
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ZAKONCZENIE

W odkrywaniu pr]e] c]aowieka prawdy o swoim powoaaniu Bene-
dykt XV podkreGla s]c]egylna rolC GwiCtych. Pr]ykéad ich gorliwoGcei
w wier]e, pokora, JaangaTowanie i gotowoGii do poGwiCceE w historii
KoGcioda to zrydio prawd]iwej odnowy KoGcioga i Gwiata.

Wobec kry]ysu i gr]Jechyw KoGcioda, papiel nie obniTa moralnych
wymagak, lec] stawia te]C, Te to wéatnie radykalizacja wiary i powryt
do fundamentyw ]daja siC by waaGciwym sposobem odnowy; najpierw
— kaldego katolika, nastCpnie — casego KoGcioda. Jego indywidualne
ro]mienienie odnowy (wychod]ace od sytuacji konkretnego cJéowieka
w osobowej relacji do Boga  Jakéada skupienie wokyi Chrystusa Atwyr-
c]ej mniejs]oGei”, stanowiacej ewangelic]ny Jac]yn, opo]ycjC wobec
Ac]éowieka masowego”, Jdolnej — na w]yr wielkich GwiCtych popr]ed-
nich wiekyw — odrod]iii moc KoGcioda .

Tak wiCc kluc]em do odrod]enia Gwiata jest pows]echne we]wanie
do GwiCtoGci, roJumianej jako caikowite oddanie Bogu w cod]iennej
siuTbie. Postulat ten kryje w sobie Jadanie pr]eciwstawienia siC ba-
naliJowaniu wiary chr]eGeijaEskiej (Job. tk , — , m.in. popr]e]
Gwiadectwo akceptacii cierpienia i odnajdywania sensu trudnych do-
Gwiadc]eE. SwiCci — cisi, prawd]iwi reformator]y ]dolni sa pr]eks] tas-
citi cywili]acjC lud]ka w Acywili]acjC midoGei”, ktyra s]anuje i otac]a
troska kaldego c]éowieka be] wyjatku. D]ieje siC to pr]e] ws]c]epienie
w moc Chrystusa, ktyry nieskoEc]ona midoGeig i 0¢,arg waasnego Tycia
odkupi4 Gwiat .

Misja niesienia Gwiatu prawdy o JeJusie Chrystusie jawi siC wspys-
c]eGnie jako s]c]egylnie trudna, Jwéas]c]a wobec pows]echnej relaty-
wi]acji i banali]acji Jéa ora] odr]jucenia nauki o gr]jechu pierworodnym,

Por. J. BabiEski, Odnowa Kosciota wediug Josepha Ratzingera/Benedykta XVI,
W: Obecnos¢ Kosciota wedtug Josepha Ratzingera/ Benedykta XV1, Pelplin
S. .

Por. G.L. Muller, Raport o stanie nadziei, Wars]awa S, =

Por. Jan Pawed Il, List apostolski ,, Salvifici doloris” do biskupow, kapicmow
rodzin zakonnych i wiernych Kosciola katolickiego o chrzescijanskim sensie ludz-
kiego cierpienia, d]. cyt., nr
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of each person in a personal relationship with God  assumes gathering
around Christ a “creative minority”, which constitutes the evangelical
leaven, the opposition to the “mass man”, capable — like the great saints
of previous centuries — of reviving the Church{s power.

Thus, the key to the rebirth of the world is the universal call to holiness,
understood as total devotion to God in daily service. This demand
conceals the task of resisting the trivialisation of the Christian faith
(see Lk : -, not least by witnessing to the acceptance of su ering
and ¢nding meaning in di cult experiences. The saints — silent, but
true reformers — are capable of transforming human civilisation into
a ‘civilisation of lovef that respects and surrounds every human being
without exception. This happens by being implanted in the power
of Christ, who redeemed the world with in¢ nite love and the sacri¢,ce
of his own life.

Today, the mission of bringing the truth about Jesus Christ to the world
appears to be particularly di cult, especially in view of the widespread
relativisation and trivialisation of evil and the rejection of the doctrine
of original sin, which leads, among other things, to a fading understanding
of holiness. Benedict XV 1 undertook the task of proclaiming the message
of Christ—the Saviour of the World by, for example, frequently introducing
the lives of the saints and presenting the problem of holiness as something
eternal and topical at the same time. For he was aware of the importance
of the social impact of their examples. The saints, 0 ering concrete
apostolic and missionary methods, are thus a natural response to the need

Cf. J. BabiEski, Odnowa Kosciota wediug Josepha Ratzingera/Benedykta
XVI, w: Obecnos¢
Kosciola wedtug Josepha Ratzingera/ Benedykta XVI, Pelplin . p-

Cf. The Cardinal Miiller Report: An Exclusive Interview on the State
of the Church, \Warsaw , pp. -

Cf. John Paul 11, Apostolic Letter ,,Salvifici doloris” to bishops, priests, reli-
gious families and faithful of the Catholic Church on the Christian sense of human
suffering, op. cit., No.
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co prowad]i m.in. do Janiku roJumienia GwiCtoGei. Benedykt XV pod-
jad Jadanie géos]enia orCd]ia o Chrystusie — Zbawicielu Swiata m.in.
popr]e] c]Cste pr]ybliTanie Tywotyw GwiCtych ora] uka]ywanie prob-
lematyki GwiCtoGei jako coG wiec]nego i aktualnego Jara]em. Zdawai
sobie bowiem sprawC ] wagi spoéec]nego odd]iadywania ich pr]ykéaadyw.
SwiCci, oferujac konkretne metody apostolskie i misyjne, stanowia
wiCc naturalng odpowiedz na potr]ebC ewangeli]acji Gwiata, otwarci
na d]iadanie Ducha SwiCtego sg promotorami nowej ewangeli]acji .
W swoim nauc]aniu Benedykt X VI wielokrotnie dowartoGciowy-
wai teologiC GwiCtych, dwym ] nich — Gw. Hildegard]ie ] Bingen ora]
Gw. Janowi ] Avili pr]y]nai tytui doktora KoGcioda, Je w]glCdu na
GwiCtoGii Tycia i wybitng doktrynC. Miarg jakoGei ich teologii jest mi-
4060 do Chrystusa, ktyra warunkuje s]c]egylna relacjC ] Nim, a wiCc
i s]c]egylne po]nanie Boga (por. J , — . GiCbia, a jednoc]eGnie
nie]wykia prostota dotykajaca sedna, prjeka]u GwiCtych, na]Jnac]ona
nadpr]yrod]ong duchowsg inteligencjg — intuicjg, ma swoje zrydio w ich
wielkiej midoGcei, ktyra Jostaia roJpo]nana pr]e] MioGi . SwiCci daja
bard]o jasny Jnak w Jej JgiCbianiu, pr]ed c]ysta logika i naukowa me-
todologia pierws]eEstwo ma pr]ede ws]ystkim modlitwa i uwielbienie.
MadroGi GwiCtych nie jest bynajmniej spr]ec]na ] wied]a akademicka,
ich doGwiadc]enie Jnajduje swoje potwierd]enie w nauce KoGciosa.
PoGryd ws]ystkich GwiCtych na s]c]egylng uwagC Jasiuguje Maryja,
doskonady i niedoGcigay ideai GwiCtoGei, ktyry popr]e] swoje skutec]ne
wstawiennictwo Jdolny jest u]drowiii KoGeiyé i Gwiat. Jej Niepokalane
Serce uc]y wspyéic]esnego c]éowieka misoGei, wralliwoGei i wspyi-
c]Jucia, stanowiac Jnakomite remedium na egoi]m i be]Jw]glCdna

Zob. Benedykt XVI, Kosciot istnieje po to, aby ewangelizowaé, Homilia
Benedykta XVI podc]as Ms]y 6w. na ro]Jpoc]Ccie Synodu Biskupyw, . .

https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/homilie/synodB >do-
stCp . . B; por. J. BabiEski, Pojecie Nowej ewangelizacji w ujeciu Josepha
Ratzingera/Benedykta XVI, AStudia PelpliEskie”  ( S, —

Por. M. Berny6, Pojecie Mitosierdzia Bozego w dzienniczku $w. Faustyny
Kowalskiej w swietle
zatozen teologii swietych, AWars]awskie Studia Teologic]ne” ( S, -
Por. H.U. von Balthasar, Wiarygodna jest tylko mitos¢, Krakyw ,S. —
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to evangelise the world; open to the action of the Holy Spirit, they are
promoters of the new evangelisation.

In his teaching, Benedict XV has repeatedly valorised the theology
of the saints, two of whom, St Hildegard of Bingen and St John of Avila,
he awarded the title Doctor of the Church, on account of their holiness
of life and outstanding doctrine. The quality of their theology is measured
by their love for Christ, which determines a special relationship with Him
and therefore a special knowledge of God (cf. John : — . Thedepth,
and at the same time the extraordinary simplicity touching the core,
of the saints| message, marked by a supernatural spiritual intelligence
— intuition — is rooted in their great love, which was recognised by
Love. The saints provide a very clear sign in their exploration of Her,
with prayer and worship prevailing above all pure logic and scienti¢,c
methodology. The saints] wisdom is by no means incompatible with
academic knowledge; their experience is con¢rmed by the Churchfs
teaching.

Among all the saints, Mary, the perfect and unsurpassed ideal
of holiness, who is capable of healing the Church and the world through
her e ective intercession, deserves special recognition. Her Immaculate
Heart teaches modern man love, sensitivity and compassion, providing
an excellent remedy for the sel¢ shness and ruthless self-ful¢ Iment
promoted today as a lifestyle for true development. The attitude of self-
giving and sincere renunciation Aows from her union with Christ, towards
whom - regardless of languages and cultures — Mary leads people. In

See: Benedict XV, The Church exists to evangelize, Homily of Benedict XVI

during the Mass for the beginning of the Synod of Bishops, . . , https://
opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/homilie/synodB >accessed

0; cf. J. BabiEski, Pojecie Nowej ewangelizacji w ujeciu Josepha Ratzin-
gera/Benedykta XVI, AStudia PelpliEskie”  ( ,pp. -

Cf. M. BernyG, Pojecie Mitosierdzia Bozego w dzienniczku $w. Faustyny
Kowalskiej w swietle
zalozen teologii swietych, A\Wars]awskie Studia Teologic]ne” ( pp. -
Cf. Fr. H.U. von Balthasar, Love Alone is Credible, Krakyw ,pp. -
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samoreali]acjC, lansowany wspyic]eGnie jako styl Tycia umoTliwia-
jacy prawd]iwy ro]wyj. Postawa daru ] siebie i s]jc]erego wyr]ec]enia
wypaywa ] Jej Jjednoc]enia ] Chrystusem, ku ktyremu — nieJalelInie
od jC]ykyw i kultur — Maryja prowad]i lud]i. W tym Jnac]eniu jest
Nauc]ycielka prawd]iwej radoGei i nad]iei, ktyre nadaja giCboki i au-
tentyc]ny sens Tyciu cJiowieka .

Maryja, otwarta brama do Boga, pr]Jynosi lud]koGci pr]esianie na
nowo prowad]ace do podjCcia wysitku odkrywania wiary w nad]iei
na Tycie wiec]ne. TreGci maryjnych objawieE na nowo prJywod]a do
istoty reali]Jowania lud]kiej drogi ku Bogu — pokuty i nawrycenia.
Jako Najdoskonals]a PoGrednic]ka pewnie prowad]i d]ieci KoGciosa
ku swojemu Naj6éwiCtsJemu Synowi, ku Eucharystii stanowiacej kluc]
do prJemiany Gwiata

Dorobek Benedykta XV1 Jarywno w Jakresie nauc]ania o 6wiCtych,
jak i Jwia]any ] tematem kry]ysu i odnowy KoGcioda, wydaje siC byii
s]c]egylnie istotny ] racji jego autorytetu, jaki jego pismom nadaiy
ur]Cdy i funkcje peinione w KoGciele pows]echnym. Wypowied]i kal-
dego papiela stanowia bowiem inspiracjC i pr]jedmiot reAeksji dla KoG-
cioda jego c]asu. Nauc]anie Benedykta XV rJuca nowe Gwiatio na obra]
KoGcioda, jego Jadania i molliwoGci roJwoju, a jednoc]eGnie stanowi
nieJwykle precy]yjny i teologic]nie giCboki pr]eka]. Anali]a proble-
matyki nauc]ania o GwiCtych i roJumienia GwiCtoGei, Je s]c]egylnym
uw]glCdnieniem wyodrCbnionych jej wymiaryw i prakseologic]nych
implikacji, po]wolida wypracowail nowe integralne spojr]enie na Jagad-
nienie pr]ys]éoGei KoGeioda w ujCciu Bawarskiego Teologa. Niniejs]e

Por. Benedykt XV, Maryja jest od zawsze znakiem nadziei, Prlemywienie na
placu Am Hof pr]ed kolumna Maryi — podryl do Austrii, . . , https://opoka.
org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/prJemowienia/austriaBamhofB
html >dostCp . . 0.

Zobh. K. S]lanta, Maryja w teologii Josepha Ratzingera — Benedykta XV,
Lublin S, —

; Por. Benedykt XV, Gdzie przebywa Maryja, jest obecny
Jezus, Prlemywienie do uc]estnikyw naboTeEstwa maryjnego w Ogrodach Wa-
tykaEskich, . . , https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/
prjemowienia/maryjneB html>dostCp . . r .
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this sense, she is the Teacher of true joy and hope, which give a deep
and authentic meaning to human life.

Mary, the open gateway to God, brings to humanity a message
leading anew to the e ort of discovering faith in the hope of eternal
life. The contents of Marian apparitions bring us back to the essence
of realising the human journey towards God — penance and conversion.
As the most perfect Mediatrix, she con¢dently leads the children
of the Church towards her most holy Son, towards the Eucharist, which
Is the key to the transformation of the world.

The legacy of Benedict X V1, both in terms of his teaching on the saints
and in relation to the theme of the crisis and renewal of the Church, seems
particularly signi¢cant because of the authority that his writings have
been given by hiso ces and functions in the universal Church. Indeed,
the utterances of every Pope are an inspiration and object of reAection
for the Church of his time. Benedict XV s teaching sheds new light on
the image of the Church, its tasks and its possibilities for development,
and at the same time constitutes an extremely precise and theologically
profound message. The analysis of the problematic of the teaching on
the saints and the understanding of holiness, with particular reference
to its isolated dimensions and praxeological implications, has made it
possible to develop a new integral view of the future of the Church as
seen by the Bavarian theologian. This synthetic study is not intended
to develop new methods or revealing schemes, but to read the Popefs
teaching in the light of new — present-day problems, situations and
challenges faced by the Catholic Church.

Cf. Benedict XV, Mary is always a sign of hope, Speech on Am Hof Square

in front of Maryfs column — a journey to Austria, . . , https:/lopoka.org.pl/
biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/prJemowienia/austriaBamhofB .html
>accessed . . 0.

See: K. S]lanta, Maryja w teologii Josepha Ratzingera — Benedykta XVI,
Lublin ,pp. -

; Cf. Benedict XV, Where Mary is present, Jesus is present, Address to the par-
ticipants of the Marian service in the Vatican Gardens, . . , https://opoka.
org.pl/biblioteka/W/WP/benedyktBxvi/prJemowienia/maryjneB html
>access . . 0.
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syntetyc]ne opracowanie nie miaao na celu wypracowania nowych me-
tod c]y odkrywc]ych schematyw, lec] odc]ytanie nauc]ania papiela
w Gwietle nowych — terazniejs]ych problemyw, sytuacji i wyJwak, pr]ed
ktyrymi stoi KoGciyé katolicki.

Streszczenie

Nauc]anie o 6wiCtych stanowiéo istotny wymiar posiugi Benedykta X V1. Papiel
doskonale Jdawai sobie sprawC Je spoéec]nej sidy odd]iaidywania GwiCtych, ktyr]y
popr]e] pr]ykaad swojego Tycia sg autentyc] nymi Gwiadkami prawdy 0 Bogu Ana-
li] Uch papieska reAekle moTnawyryTniii nastCpujace wymiary 6wiCtoGei: aktual-
noGi i pows]echnoGu GwiCtoGci, dowartoGeiowanie jej Jwyc]ajnego — cod]iennego
wymiaru, uTytec]noGii wstawiennictwa GwiCtych ora] akcenty ekle]jologic]ne wra]
] rola sakramentyw w Tyciu i posiud]e 6wiadkyw Chrystusa. W swoim nauc]aniu
Bawarski Teolog dowartoGciowad rolC 6wiCtych kobiet, ktyre stanowig wiarygodna
odpowiedz na wspyéc]esny kry]ys kobiecoGei. SwiCci, popr]e] Tywe 6wiadectwo
wiary oparte o giCbiC relacji ] Bogiem, uc]a wspyic]esnego c]éowieka akceptacji
cierpienia i odnajdywania sensu trudnych doGwiadc]eE. To cisi, prawd]iwi refor-
mator]y KoGcioda i Gwiata, ktyr]y uc]a chr]etcijan ws]ystkich c]asyw jak nieGi
Gwiatu prawdC o Je]usie Chrystusie.

Slowa kluczowe: Joseph Rat]inger, Benedykt X V1, teologia katolicka, GwiCci,
ewangeli]acja, prawda
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Abstract

The teaching of the saints was an important dimension of Benedict XVIs
ministry. The Pope was well aware of the social impact of the saints who, through
the example of their lives, are authentic witnesses to the truth about God. Analysing
the Popefs reAection, the following dimensions of holiness can be distinguished:
the actuality and universality of holiness, the appreciation of its ordinary — every-
day — dimension, the usefulness of the intercession of the saints, and the ecclesio-
logical emphasis with the role of the sacraments in the life and ministry of Christ{s
witnesses. In his teaching, the Bavarian theologian valued the role of women saints
as a credible response to the contemporary crisis of femininity. Through their living
witness of faith based on the depth of their relationship with God, the saints teach
modern man to accept su ering and to ¢nd meaning indi cult experiences. They
are silent but true reformers of the Church and the world, who teach Christians
of all times how to bring the truth of Jesus Christ to the world.

Keywords: Joseph Rat]inger, Benedict XV1, Catholic theology, saints, evan-
geli]ation, truth
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