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KAPàAēSTWO�XXI�W.�W�UJĉCIU� 
KARD.�WALTERA�KASPERA

Kardynaá Walter Kasper൫ to niemiecki duchowny katolicki, teolog. 
Jest ]nany] wielu swoich publikacji i wystąpieĔ na temat teologii, eku-
meni]mu i dialogu miĊd]yreligijnego. Kardynaá Kasper byá rywnieĪ jed-
nym ] kluc]owych postaci w c]asie ponty¿katu papieĪa Benedykta XVI, 
]ajmującym siĊ kwestiami ekumenic]nymi jako pr]ewodnic]ący Dy-
kasterii do spraw Popierania JednoĞci Chr]eĞcijan.൬

Kardynaá Kasper c]Ċsto porus]a temat kapáaĔstwa w kontekĞcie 
wspyác]esnego KoĞcioáa katolickiego. Jego poglądy na ten temat nie 

 ൫ Kardynaá Walter Kasper, urod]iá siĊ ൯ marca ൫൳൭൭ roku w miejscowoĞci 
Heidenheiman der Bren] w Niemc]ech. Po studiach ¿lo]o¿c]nych i teologic]nych 
w Seminarium w Rottenburgu ora] w R]ymie, ]ostaá wyĞwiĊcony na kapáana 
w ൫൳൯൱ roku.W latach ൫൳൰൬-൫൳൰൯ uc]estnic]yá w Sobor]e WatykaĔskim II jako 
ekspert teologic]ny. Pyźniej pracowaá jako profesor teologii dogmatyc]nej na 
ryĪnych uniwersytetach, w tym na Uniwersytecie w M�nster]e i Uniwersytecie 
w T�bingen. W ൫൳൲൳ roku ]ostaá mianowany biskupem diece]ji Rottenburg-Stuttgart, 
a w ൫൳൳൳ roku otr]ymaá godnoĞü kardynaáa i ]ostaá mianowany pr]e] papieĪa Jana 
Pawáa II do Kongregacji ds. Biskupyw. Byá takĪe pr]ewodnic]ącym Papieskiej 
Rady ds. Popierania JednoĞci Chr]eĞcijan. Jego prace teologic]ne skupiają siĊ na 
tematach ekumeni]mu, duchowoĞci, teologii sakramentyw i etyki chr]eĞcijaĔskiej. 
Kardynaá Walter Kasper jest ]nany ] aktywnego ud]iaáu w dialogu miĊd]yreligij-
nymi ekumenic]nym ora] ] lic]nych publikacji dotyc]ących teologii katolickiej.
 ൬ Zob. https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/D/DA/kardBwBkasper.html, ] dnia 
൬൰.൪൯.൬൪൬൭.
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PRIESTHOOD�OF�THE��1ST�CENTURY�ACCORDING�
TO�CARDINAL�WALTER�KASPER.

Cardinal Walter Kasper൫ is a German Catholic clergyman and 
theologian. Known for his many publications and speeches on theology, 
ecumenism, and interreligious dialogue, Cardinal Kasper was also 
one of the key ¿gures during the ponti¿cate of Pope Benedict XVI, 
responsible for ecumenical issues as president of the Dicastery for 
Promoting Christian Unity.൬

Cardinal Kasper often raises the issue of priesthood in 
the contemporary Catholic Church; yet his views are not unambiguous 

 ൫ Cardinal Walter Kasper was born on March ൯, ൫൳൭൭ in Heidenheiman der 
Bren], Germany. After studying philosophy and theology at the Seminary in Rot-
tenburg and in Rome, he was ordained to the priesthood in ൫൳൯൱. Between ൫൳൰൬ 
and ൫൳൰൯, he participated in the Second Vatican Council as a theological expert. 
Later he worked as a professor of dogmatic theology at various universities, inclu-
ding the University of M�nster and the University of T�bingen. In ൫൳൲൳, he was 
appointed bishop of the Diocese of Rottenburg-Stuttgart, and in ൫൳൳൳ he received 
the dignity of cardinal and was appointed by Pope John Paul II to the Congregation 
for Bishops. He was also President of the Ponti¿cal Council for Promoting Christian 
Unity. His theological works focus on ecumenism, spirituality, sacramental theology 
and Christian ethics. Cardinal Walter Kasper is known for his active participation 
in interreligious and ecumenical dialogue and for his numerous publications on 
Catholic theology.
 ൬ See https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/D/DA/kardBwBkasper.html, dated 
൬൰.൪൯.൬൪൬൭.
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są jedno]nac]ne i moĪna je interpretowaü na ryĪne sposoby. PoniĪej 
]ostaáy pr]edstawione podstawowe ]agadnienia, ktyre są c]Ċsto oma-
wiane w jego pisarstwie:

൫. Znac]enie kapáaĔstwa wspylnoty: Kasper podkreĞla ]nac]e-
nie kapáaĔstwa jako usáugiwania wspylnocie KoĞcioáa. Wedáug 
niego, kapáani nie są odi]olowanymi jednostkami, lec] powoáani 
do sáuĪby w spoáec]noĞci wier]ących.൭

൬. Wspyápraca kapáanyw i Ğwieckich: Kasper podkreĞla potr]ebĊ 
wiĊks]ej wspyápracy miĊd]y kapáanami a Ğwieckimi wiernymi. 
UwaĪa, Īe Ğwieccy mają waĪną rolĊ do odegrania we wspylno-
cie koĞcioáa katolickiego i powinni byü bard]iej ]aangaĪowani 
w Īycie para¿i i podejmowanie decy]ji.൮

൭. Pr]ywrycenie diakonatu kobiet: Kardynaá Kasper jest ]wolen-
nikiem dals]ych badaĔ nad pr]ywryceniem diakonatu kobiet. 
UwaĪa, Īe istnieją podstawy teologic]ne i historyc]ne, ktyre 
umoĪliwiają otwarcie tej drogi, choü ]a]nac]a, Īe wymaga to dal-
s]ych dyskusji i decy]ji na po]iomie KoĞcioáa.൯

൮. Koniec]noĞü reformy strukturalnej: Kasper podkreĞla potr]ebĊ 
reformy strukturalnej w KoĞciele katolickim, aby lepiej odpo-
wiadaü na wspyác]esne wy]wania i potr]eby. W kontekĞcie ka-
páaĔstwa, wska]uje na koniec]noĞü elastyc]noĞci w rekrutacji 
i formacji kapáaĔskiej ora] uw]glĊdnianie ryĪnorodnych kon-
tekstyw kulturowych i spoáec]nych.൰

Warto jednak ]a]nac]yü, Īe powyĪs]e punkty stanowią jedynie 
ogylny ]arys poglądyw kardynaáa Waltera Kaspera na temat kapáaĔ-
stwa w XXI wieku. Dokáadniejs]e po]nanie jego stanowiska wymaga 
]atem s]c]egyáowego ]apo]nania siĊ ] jego publikacjami, wywiadami 
i wystąpieniami na ten temat.൱

 ൭ Por. W. Kasper, Sáuga�radoĞci.�Życie�i�posáuga�kapáaĔska, táum. R. Zając]-
kowski, Kielce ൬൪൪൳, s. ൱൲.
 ൮ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൫൮൫.
 ൯ Por. W. Kasper, KoĞciyá�katolicki.�Istota,�r]ec]ywistoĞü,�posáannictwo, Krakyw 
൬൪൫൮, s. ൮൫൳.
 ൰ Por. TamĪe, s. ൮൳൫–൮൳൳.
 ൱ Por. TamĪe.
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but can be interpreted in di൵erent ways. What he discusses in his writing 
is as follows:

Importance of the priesthood of the community: Kasper emphasi]es 
the importance of the priesthood as a service to the community 
of the Church. He believes priests are not some isolated individuals, 
but called to serve in the community of believers.൭

Cooperation between priests and laity: Kasper emphasi]es the need 
for greater cooperation between priests and laity. He believes that lay 
people have an important role to play in the community of the Catholic 
Church and should be more involved in parish life and decision-making.൮

Restoration of the diaconate of women: Cardinal Kasper is a supporter 
of further research on the restoration of the diaconate of women. He 
believes that there are theological and historical foundations that make it 
possible to open this path, although he points out that it requires further 
discussions and decisions at the level of the Church.൯

Necessity of structural reform: Kasper emphasi]es the need 
for structural reform in the Catholic Church in order to respond 
to contemporary challenges and needs better. In the context 
of the priesthood, he points to the need for Àexibility in recruitment 
and priestly formation and taking into account various cultural and 
social contexts.൰

It is worth noting, however, that the above points are only a general 
outline of Cardinal Walter Kasper¶s views on the priesthood in the ൬൫st 
century. Therefore, a closer understanding of his position requires 
a detailed reading of his publications, interviews, and speeches.൱

 ൭ Cf. W. Kasper, Servant�of�Joy.�Life�and�Ministry�of�the�Priesthood, translated 
by R. Zając]kowski, Kielce ൬൪൪൳, p. ൱൲.
 ൮ Cf. Ibid,�p. ൫൮൫.
 ൯ Cf. W. Kasper, The Catholic�Church:�Nature,�Reality�and�Mission, Krakyw 
൬൪൫൮, p. ൮൫൳.
 ൰ Cf. Ibid., pp. ൮൳൫-൮൳൳.
 ൱ Cf. Ibid.
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൫.�NATURA�KA3ŁAēSTWA�SŁUŻEBNEGO.

Kardynaá Walter Kasper podkreĞla ]nac]enie kapáaĔstwa sáuĪebnego 
w KoĞciele katolickim.൲ Wedáug niego ono ma charakter posáugi dla 
wspylnoty i lud]i, a nie jest wyra]em wáad]y c]y dominacji.൳

Teolog wska]uje, Īe duchowny jest we]wany do w]orowania siĊ na 
Chrystusie, ktyry jako NajwyĪs]y Sáuga oddaá swoje Īycie ]a ]bawienie 
lud]koĞci. KapáaĔstwo jest ]atem powoáaniem do o¿ary, sáuĪby, miáoĞci 
i pasterstwa. Jako PoĞrednik miĊd]y niebem i ]iemią jest powoáany do 
stawania siĊ ]nakiem jednoĞci i wspylnoty, prowad]enia lud]i do Boga; 
sakramentalnego ud]ielania áaski ora] posáugi Sáowa.൫൪

Katechi]m KoĞcioáa katolickiego ] kolei, patr]y syntetyc]nie na 
kapáaĔstwo i misje, dostr]egając w niej ]arywno wątki fundamentalno-
-teologic]ne,jak i dogmatyc]ne (KKK ൲൯൱; ൲൳൰�.

W ujĊciu kardynaáa, sáuga Je]usa Chrystusa nie jest odi]olowany od 
spoáec]noĞci wier]ących, ale jest powoáany do bycia wĞryd lud]i, aby 
im usáugiwaü, sáuchaü, wspieraü i towar]ys]yü w ich duchowej drod]e. 
Pre]biter powinien byü c]uáym paster]em, gotowym do niesienia po-
mocy i miáosierd]ia.൫൫

Niemiecki teolog podkreĞla rywnieĪ ]nac]enie wspylnoty wiernychw 
kapáaĔstwie. Duchowny jego ]daniem nie d]iaáa samotnie, lec] w jed-
noĞci] KoĞcioáem lokalnym i pows]echnym. Wspylnota wiernych jest 
waĪnym elementem kapáaĔstwa, poniewaĪ yw posáugujący jest dla nich, 
a nie na odwryt.൫൬

Kardynaá Walter Kasper ]wraca uwagĊ, Īe kapáaĔstwo sáuĪebne 
powinnobyü odnowione i pogáĊbione w XXI wieku. W oblic]u ]mie-
niającego siĊ Ğwiatai wy]waĔ wspyác]esnoĞci, sáud]y�PaĔscy powinni 

 ൲ Por. W. Kasper, Sáuga�radoĞci,�d]. cyt.,�s.൫൬൫.
 ൳ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൲൮. 
 ൫൪ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൫൬൫.
 ൫൫ Por. W. Kasper, Sáuga�RadoĞci,�d]. cyt., s. ൲൮.
 ൫൬ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൮൯.
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൫.�THE�NATURE�OF�THE�MINISTERIAL�3RIESTHOOD.

Cardinal Walter Kasper emphasi]es the importance of the ministerial 
priesthood in the Catholic Church.൲ He reckons it is a service 
to the community and people, and not an expression of power or 
domination.൳

The theologian points out that the cleric is called to follow the example 
of Christ, who, as the Supreme Servant, gave his life for the salvation 
of humanity. The priesthood is therefore a vocation to sacri¿ce, service, 
love, and pastoral care. As Mediator between heaven and earth, he is 
called to become a sign of unity and community, leading people to God; 
the sacramental dispensation of grace; and the ministry of the Word.൫൪

The Catechism of the Catholic Church, on the other hand, looks 
synthetically at priesthood and mission, seeing both fundamental and 
theological as well as dogmatic threads therein (CCC ൲൯൱; ൲൳൰�.

Cardinal believes that the servant of Jesus Christ is not isolated from 
the community of believers, but is called to be among people in order 
to serve, listen to, support and accompany them on their spiritual journey. 
The priest should be a tender shepherd, ready to bring help and mercy.൫൫

The German theologian also emphasises the importance 
of the community of the faithful in the priesthood. In his view, 
the clergyman does not act alone, but in unity with the local and 
universal Church. The community of the faithful is an important element 
of the priesthood because this minister is for them and not the other 
way around.൫൬

Cardinal Walter Kasper points out that the ministerial priesthood 
shouldbe renewed and deepened in the ൬൫st century. In the face 
of the changing worldand the challenges of today, the servants�of�the�Lord 
should be ready to respond with their attitude to the needs of modern 

 ൲ Cf. W. Kasper, Servant�of�Joy,�op. cit.,�p. ൫൬൫.
 ൳ Cf. Ibid,�p. ൲൮. 
 ൫൪ Cf. Ibid,�p. ൫൬൫.
 ൫൫ Cf. W. Kasper, Servant�of�Joy,�op. cit., p. ൲൮.
 ൫൬ Cf. Ibid,�p. ൮൯.
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byü gotowi, aby odpowiadaü swoją postawą na potr]eby wspyác]esnych 
lud]i, gáos]ąc im EwangeliĊ w sposyb ]ro]umiaáy i bliski.൫൭

Biskup káad]ie duĪy nacisk na naturĊ kapáaĔstwa sáuĪebnego w KoĞ-
ciele katolickim. Jego perspektywa ]akor]eniona jest w teologii sobo-
rowej, a ]wáas]c]aw duchu Soboru WatykaĔskiego II, ktyry podkreĞlaá 
]nac]enie posáugi i sáuĪby jako integralnych elementyw kapáaĔstwa.൫൮

Kasper ]auwaĪa, Īe kapáaĔstwo sáuĪebne jest be]poĞrednim od]wier-
ciedleniem samego Chrystusa, ktyry pr]ys]edá na Ğwiat nie po to, aby 
byü obsáuĪonym, ale aby sáuĪyü (por. Mk ൫൪,൮൯�. Powinien on ]atem 
postĊpowaü podobnie jak Je]us Chrystus jako sáuĪebnik, ktyry oddaje 
swoje Īycie ]a innych. Jest to odniesieniedo Chrystusowej postawy, 
ktyra staáa siĊ źrydáem i w]orem dla ws]ystkich pre]biteryw.൫൯

Wedáug duchownego ]e Stuttgartu, posáuga jego i jemu podobnych 
w wymiar]e sáuĪebnym jest ĞciĞle ]wią]ana ] sakramentem ĞwiĊceĔ. On 
bowiem nadaje sáud]e oátar]a s]c]egylne uprawnienia i peánomocnictwa 
umoĪliwiając mu sáuĪbĊ w celu ]bawienia innych (൫ Kor ൫൬,൬൲�. Pre]biter 
jako sakramentalny repre]entant Chrystusa, ma wypeániaü sáuĪbĊ wobec 
wspylnoty w imieniu samego Chrystusa.൫൰ Sakramentalne�umocnienie�
ur]Ċdyw�nie�spr]eciwia�siĊ�wáaĞciwie�ro]umieniu�por]ądkowi�chary-
]matyc]nemu,�lec]�jest�jego�waĪnym�i�konstytutywnym�elementem൫൱.

Kardynaá podkreĞla, Īe osoba duchowna jest powoáana do bycia 
paster]em, ktyry tros]c]y siĊ o swoje owce. Ma byü obecny w Īyciu 
wiernych, towar]ys]yü im w ich radoĞciach i smutkach, sáuĪyü im w sa-
kramentach, gáosiü Sáowo BoĪei nauc]aü. Kapáan jest we]wany do 
prowad]enia lud]i do Boga, pomaganiaim w ich duchowym w]roĞcie 
ora] ]apewniania im potr]ebnej opieki dus]pasterskiej.൫൲

Kasper podkreĞla rywnieĪ, Īe duchowieĔstwo sáuĪebne jest powoáa-
niemdo jednoĞci i wspylnoty. Powoáany pr]e] Boga nie d]iaáa w i]olacji, 

 ൫൭ Por. W. Kasper, KoĞciyá�katolicki,�d]. cyt., s. ൮൬൯–൮൬൳.
 ൫൮ Por. TamĪe, s. ൮൲൫-൮൲൮.
 ൫൯ Por. W. Kasper, Sáuga�RadoĞci, d]. cyt.,�s. ൲൬.
 ൫൰ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൰൱.
 ൫൱ W. TamĪe,�s. ൰൱.
 ൫൲ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൲൫.
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people, proclaiming the Gospel to them in an understandable and close 
way.൫൭

The Bishop places great emphasis on the nature of the ministerial 
priesthood in the Catholic Church. His perspective is rooted in 
conciliar theology, particularly in the spirit of Vatican II, which 
underlined the importance of ministry and service as integral elements 
of the priesthood.൫൮

Kasper notes that the servant priesthood is a direct reÀection of Christ 
himself, who came into the world not to be served but to serve (cf. Mk 
൫൪:൮൯�. He should therefore act like Jesus Christ as a servant who gives 
his life for others. This is a reference to Christ¶s attitude, which has 
become the source and model for all presbyters.൫൯

According to the Stuttgart clergyman, his and his peers¶ ministry 
of service is closely linked to the sacrament of Holy Orders. For it 
confers on the minister of the altar special powers and mandates 
enabling him to serve for the salvation of others (൫ Cor ൫൬:൬൲�. As 
a sacramental representative of Christ, the presbyter is to exercise service 
to the community in the name of Christ himself.൫൰ The�sacramental�
consolidation�of�the�o৽ces�does�not�actually�oppose�the�understanding�
of�the�charismatic�order,�but�it�is�an�important�and�constitutive�element�
of�it.൫൱

The Cardinal insists that the cleric is called to be a shepherd who cares 
for his sheep. He is to be present in the lives of the faithful, accompanying 
them in their joys and sorrows, serving them in the sacraments, preaching 
the Word of God and teaching them. The priest is called to lead people 
to God, to help them in their spiritual growth and to provide them with 
the pastoral care they need.൫൲

 ൫൭ Cf. W. Kasper, Catholic�Church,�op. cit., pp. ൮൬൯–൮൬൳.
 ൫൮ Cf. Ibid, p.൮൲൮.
 ൫൯ Cf. W. Kasper, Servant�of�Joy, op. cit.,�p. ൲൬.
 ൫൰ Cf. Ibid, p. ൰൱.
 ൫൱ W. Ibid,�p. ൰൱.
 ൫൲ Cf. Ibid,�p. ൲൫.
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ale jest c]ĊĞcią KoĞcioáa, ktyry jest wspylnotą wiernych. Duchowny nie 
jest ponad wspylnotą, ale jest w niej i dla niej. Jego sáuĪba ma na celu 
budowanie jednoĞci miĊd]y wiernymi, twor]enie wspylnoty wier]ących 
i uka]ywanie miáoĞci BoĪej.൫൳

W ujĊciu kardynaáa Waltera Kaspera, kapáaĔstwo sáuĪebne jest ]atem 
sáuĪbą, ktyra ma na celu upodobnienie siĊ do Chrystusa jako sáuĪebnika, 
bycie paster]em dla wiernych, prowad]enie ich do Boga ora] budowanie 
jednoĞci i wspylnoty.൬൪

൬.�MISJA�KA3ŁAēSTWA�SŁUŻEBNEGO

Kardynaá Walter Kasper podkreĞla, Īe pre]biter w swoim Īyciu i po-
sáud]e powinien dąĪyü do osiągniĊcia kilku istotnych cech i postaw൬൫. 
Warto wska]aü na kilka aspektyw dotyc]ących miana kapáana wedáug 
niemieckiego teologa:

a. Sáuga Chrystusa: Kapáan jest we]wany do bycia sáugą Chrystusa. 
Jego najwaĪniejs]ym ]adaniem jest ]bliĪyü siĊ do Je]usa jako 
sáuĪebnika, ktyry oddaá swoje Īycie ]a ]bawienie lud]koĞci. 
Duchowny powinien kierowaü siĊ postawą pokornego sáuĪebnika 
w swoim d]iaáaniu i relacjach ] innymi.൬൬

b. Paster]: Kapáan jest powoáany do bycia paster]em, ktyry tros]-
c]y siĊ o swoje owce. Powinien byü blisko lud]i, sáuchaü ich, 
wspieraü i kierowaü. Jego ]adaniem jest prowad]enie wiernych 
do Boga i ]apewnianie im duchowego wsparcia i opieki.൬൭

c. C]áowiek miáosierd]ia: Osoba powoáana do kapáaĔstwa powinna 
byü c]áowiekiem uc]ącym siĊ miáosierd]ia, gotowym do pr]e-
bac]enia, ]ro]umienia i pomocy. Powinien byü wraĪliwy na 

 ൫൳ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൫൬൱.
 ൬൪ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൫൬൯-൫൬൰.
 ൬൫ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൲൱.
 ൬൬ Por. W. Kasper, KoĞciyá�katolicki,�d]. cyt.,�s. ൮൫൬.
 ൬൭ Por. W. Kasper, Sáuga�RadoĞci,�d]. cyt.,�s. ൲൫-൲൰.



161PRZEMYSŁAW SASINOWSKI � PRIESTHOOD OF THE 21ST«

Kasper also emphasises that the ministerial clergy is a vocation 
to unity and community. The one called by God does not act in isolation, 
but is part of the Church, which is the community of the faithful. 
The clergyman is not above the community but is in it and for it. His 
ministry is to build unity among the faithful, to create a community 
of believers and to demonstrate God¶s love.൫൳

Thus, from Cardinal Walter Kasper¶s perspective, the ministerial 
priesthood is a service that aims to conform to Christ as a servant, to be 
a shepherd for the faithful, to lead them to God and to build unity and 
community.൬൪

൬.�THE�MISSION�OF�THE�MINISTERIAL�3RIESTHOOD

Cardinal Walter Kasper emphasi]es that the priest in his life and 
ministry should strive to achieve several important qualities and 
attitudes.൬൫ It is worth pointing out several aspects that derive from 
being a priest according to the German theologian:

a. Servant of Christ: The priest is called to be a servant of Christ. 
His most important task is to approach Jesus as a servant who 
gave his life for the salvation of humanity. The clergyman should 
be guided by the attitude of a humble servant in his actions and 
relationships with others.൬൬

b. Shepherd: The priest is called to be a shepherd who cares for his 
sheep. He should be close to people, listen to them, support and 
guide them. His task is to lead the faithful to God and provide 
them with spiritual support and care.൬൭

c. Man of mercy: A person called to the priesthood should be a man 
who learns mercy, who is ready to forgive, understand and help. He 

 ൫൳ Cf. Ibid,�p. ൫൬൱.
 ൬൪ Cf. Ibid.,�pp. ൫൬൯-൫൬൰.
 ൬൫ Cf. Ibid,�p. ൲൱.
 ൬൬ Cf. W. Kasper, Catholic�Church,�op. cit.,�p. ൮൫൬.
 ൬൭ Cf. W. Kasper, Servant�of�Joy,�op. cit.,�pp. ൲൫-൲൰.
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potr]eby innych, s]c]egylnie na cierpienie i biedĊ, ora] aktywnie 
angaĪowaü siĊ w d]ieáa miáosierd]ia.൬൮

d. Prawda i miáoĞü: Duchowny powinien byü Ğwiadkiem prawdy 
i miáoĞci. Jego nauc]anie i d]iaáanie powinny byü ]godne ] nauką 
KoĞcioáa katolickiego i ] miáoĞcią do Boga i bliźniego. Powinien 
byü odwaĪnym gáosicielem Ewangelii, ]arywno w sáowie, jak 
i w c]ynie.൬൯

e. Duchowe ojcostwo: Kapáan peáni rolĊ duchowego ojca dla swojej 
wspylnoty. Powinien byü blisko, tros]c]yü siĊ i prowad]iü swoich 
para¿an, a takĪe stanowiü dla nich w]yr i wsparcie duchowe. Jego 
]adaniem jest budowanie relacji opartych na ]aufaniu, s]acunku 
i miáoĞci.൬൰

Kasper podkreĞla, Īe miano kapáana wiąĪe siĊ ] wielką odpowie-
d]ialnoĞcią i powinnoĞcią wobec Boga i lud]i. Pre]biter ma byü obra]em 
i nar]Ċd]iem Chrystusa w Ğwiecie, gáos]ącym Jego EwangeliĊ i wpro-
wad]ającym lud]i w relacjĊ ] Bogiem.൬൱ Zakres i forma apostolstwa 
pre]bitera okreĞlony jest miejscem, warunkami i c]asem. Pre]biter 
wiĊks]oĞü c]asu posáugi reali]uje w ramach para¿i. KaĪda aktywna 
postawa duchownego, powinna byü oparta na be]poĞrednim i gáywnym 
celu, jakim jest apostolat, ktyry wy]nac]a konkretne ]adania posáugi 
osoby powoáanej.൬൲

Dus]paster] powinien byü takĪe c]ujnym obserwatorem potr]eb 
spoáec]nych, moralnych i etyc]nych swojej wspylnoty, spoáec]noĞci 
lokalnej ora] Ğwiata. Powinien angaĪowaü siĊ w d]ieáa miáosierd]ia ora] 
podejmowaü d]iaáania promujące wartoĞci chr]eĞcijaĔskie w spoáec]eĔ-
stwie. Biskup Kasper podkreĞla, Īe duchowny jako paster] powinien 
byü c]áowiekiem otwartym, cierpliwym, Īyc]liwym i ]ro]umiaáym, 
gotowym sáuĪyü innym. Powinien byü rywnieĪ na bieĪąco wied]ący, stu-
diowaü i ro]wijaü swoje umiejĊtnoĞci dus]pasterskie, aby lepiej sáuĪyü 

 ൬൮ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൫൪൱-൫൬൪.
 ൬൯ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൳൲-൫൪൰.
 ൬൰ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൱൰-൱൱.
 ൬൱ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൫൬൫.
 ൬൲ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൫൭൮.
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should be sensitive to the needs of others, especially to su൵ering 
and misery, and be actively involved in works of mercy.൬൮

d. Truth and Love: A clergyman should be a witness of truth and 
love. His teaching and action should be in accordance with 
the teachings of the Catholic Church and with love for God and 
neighbour. He should be a courageous proclaimer of the Gospel, 
both in word and deed.൬൯

e. Spiritual fatherhood: The priest acts as a spiritual father 
to his community. He should be close, caring and leading his 
parishioners, as well as being a role model and spiritual support 
for them. His task is to build relationships based on trust, respect, 
and love.൬൰

Kasper emphasi]es that the name of priest is associated with a great 
responsibility and duty to God and people. The priest is to be the image 
and instrument of Christ in the world, proclaiming His Gospel and 
introducing people into a relationship with God.൬൱ The scope and form 
of the presbyter¶s apostolate is determined by the place, circumstances, 
and time. The priest carries out most of the service within the parish. 
Each active attitude of the clergyman should be based on the direct and 
main goal, which is the apostolate, which determines the speci¿c tasks 
of the ministry of the appointed person.൬൲

The pastor should also be a vigilant observer of the social, moral, and 
ethical needs of his fellowship, the local community, and the world. He 
should engage in works of mercy and take action to promote Christian 
values in society. Bishop Kasper emphasises that a clergyman as a pastor 
should be an open, patient, kind and understanding man, ready to serve 
others. He should also be up-to-date in knowledge, study and develop his 
pastoral skills in order to serve the faithful better. In pastoral ministry, 
the presbyter does not act alone, but in collaboration with other faithful, 

 ൬൮ Cf. Ibid.,�pp. ൫൪൱-൫൬൪.
 ൬൯ Cf. Ibid,�pp. ൳൲-൫൪൰.
 ൬൰ Cf. Ibid, pp.. ൱൰-൱൱.
 ൬൱ Cf. Ibid,�p. ൫൬൫.
 ൬൲ Cf. Ibid, p.൫൭൮.
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wiernym. W posáud]e dus]pasterskiej pre]biter nie d]iaáa sam, ale we 
wspyápracy ] innymi wiernymi, takimi jak diakoni, siostry ]akonne 
i Ğwieccy. D]iaáanie w ]espole dus]pasterskim ma na celu leps]ą posáugĊ 
wiernym i budowanie wiĊ]i wspylnoty KoĞcioáa.൬൳

Niemiecki duchowny podkreĞla ]nac]enie posáugi dus]pasterskiej 
kapáana jako sáuĪby dla dobra i ]bawienia innych. We]wany jest do bycia 
paster]em, pr]ewodnikiem duchowym i sáuĪebnikiem dla wiernych, aby 
pomagaü im w ich drod]e do Boga i w]rostu duchowego. Teolog pod-
kreĞla, Īe misja gáos]enia Ewangelii Chrystusa jest jednym ] gáywnych 
]adaĔ kapáanyw, dlatego powoáany jest do d]ielenia siĊ Sáowem BoĪym 
i gáos]enia nauki KoĞcioáa katolickiego.൭൪

Misja gáos]enia Ewangelii o]nac]a pr]eka]ywanie wiadomoĞci 
o ]bawieniu o¿arowanym pr]e] Je]usa Chrystusa. Pre]biter jako na-
uc]yciel wiary katolickiej ma ]a ]adanie pr]eka]ywaü prawdy objawione 
pr]e] Boga ora] nauc]aü o miáoĞci i miáosierd]iu BoĪym. Gáos]enie 
Ewangelii ma na celu ]apros]enie lud]i do nawrycenia, wiary w Je]usa 
Chrystusa i doáąc]enia do wspylnoty KoĞcioáa.൭൫

Hierarcha koĞcioáa r]ymskokatolickiego podkreĞla rywnieĪ, Īe misja 
gáos]enia Ewangelii nie ogranic]a siĊ jedynie do ka]ania w koĞciele, ale 
powinna obejmowaü takĪe Ğwiadectwo Īycia chr]eĞcijaĔskiego w co-
d]iennoĞci. Kapáan powinien byü wiarygodnym Ğwiadkiem Chrystusa 
popr]e] swoje postĊpowanie, miáoĞü i gotowoĞü do sáuĪby bliźnim. 
To nie tylko sáowa, ale takĪe c]yny mają pr]yciągaü innych do wiary 
w Je]usa Chrystusa.൭൬

Powstanie KoĞcioáa, ]godnie ] duchem Lumen�Gentium, byáo ]a-
rywno dynamic]ne, jak i wielowątkowe. Wątki soborowe ro]wija do-
kument, MiĊd]ynarodowej Komisji Teologic]nej. Jest on ]atytuáowany: 
Wybrane�]agadnienia�]�ekle]jologii, ktyry ]ostaá opublikowany w roku 
൫൳൲൯. Wymienia d]iesiĊü kluc]owych fa], ktyre skáadająࡥ  siĊࡥ  na gene]Ċࡥ  
KoĞcioáa. Są nastĊpujące:

 ൬൳ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൫൮൪-൫൮൮.
 ൭൪ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൳൬.
 ൭൫ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൳൬.
 ൭൬ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൭൳൪.
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such as deacons, nuns, and lay people. Acting as part of a pastoral team 
aims to provide better service to the faithful and to build the bonds 
of the Church community.൬൳

The German clergyman emphasi]es the importance of the priest¶s 
pastoral service as a service for the good and salvation of others. He 
is called to be a shepherd, spiritual guide, and servant for the faithful, 
to help them on their way to God and spiritual growth. The theologian 
emphasi]es that the mission of proclaiming the Gospel of Christ is one 
of the main tasks of priests, which is why he is called to share the Word 
of God and proclaim the teaching of the Catholic Church.൭൪

The mission of proclaiming the Gospel means communicating 
the message of salvation o൵ered by Jesus Christ. As a teacher 
of the Catholic faith, the priest has the task of communicating 
the truths revealed by God and teaching about God¶s love and mercy. 
The proclamation of the Gospel is intended to invite people to conversion, 
faith in Jesus Christ and to join the community of the Church.൭൫

The Roman Catholic hierarch also stresses that the mission 
of preaching the Gospel is not limited to preaching in church but should 
also include the witness of Christian life in day-to-day reality. A priest 
should be a credible witness to Christ through his conduct, love, and 
readiness to serve his fellow human beings. It is not only words but also 
actions that are to attract others to faith in Jesus Christ.൭൬

The formation of the Church, in accordance with the spirit of Lumen�
Gentium, was both dynamic and multithreaded. The conciliar themes are 
developed in a document of the International Theological Commission 
entitled Selected�Themes�of�Ecclesiology, published in ൫൳൲൯. It lists ten 
key phases that make upࡥ  the genesisࡥ  of the Church. These are as follows:

 ൬൳ Cf. Ibid,�pp. ൫൮൪-൫൮൮.
 ൭൪ Cf. Ibid,�p. ൳൬.
 ൭൫ Cf. Ibid,�p. ൳൬.
 ൭൬ Cf. Ibid,�p. ൭൳൪.
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Zreali]owanie pr]e] Je]usa obietnic dotyc]ących ludu BoĪego 
]awartych w Starym Testamencie; we]wanie do nawrycenia 
i wiary w Niego adresowane do ws]ystkich; ustanowienie 
Dwunastu jako s]c]egylnej wspylnoty; wybyr Piotra i nadanie 
mu misji; odr]ucenia Je]usa pr]e] pr]ywydcyw Īydowskich; 
ustanowienie Eucharystii; odnowienie pr]e] Chrystusa 
w fakcie ]martwychwstania swojej wspylnoty ] uc]niami; 
]esáanie Ducha ŚwiĊtego, ktyre staje siĊ proklamacją istnie-
nia KoĞcioáa; wyjĞcie uc]niyw do pogan i formowanie siĊ 
wĞryd nich KoĞcioáa. Ws]ystkie te wydar]enia są ĞciĞle ]e 
sobą ]wią]ane i nie moĪna traktowaü ich odrĊbnie.൭൭

Dokument MiĊd]ynarodowej Komisji Teologic]nej ] roku ൫൳൲൰, po-
ĞwiĊcony ĞwiadomoĞci Je]usa i�o�Jego�posáaniu, ]wraca uwagĊࡥ  na prag-
nienie ]aáoĪenia KoĞcioáa, jakie towar]ys]yáo Je]usowi od poc]ątku. 
Najpierw wprowad]aá sáuchac]y w tajemnicĊ Krylestwa, a potem ]gro-
mad]iá wokyá siebie uc]niyw, by ich formowaü. Dokonywaá konkretnych 
aktyw, ktyre w]iĊte w caáoĞü, po]walają mywiü o konstytuowaniu siĊ 
KoĞcioáa. Dokument stwierd]a wyraźnie, Īe Je]us�chciaá�]aáoĪyü�swyj�
KoĞciyá�(Jesum�voluisse�Ecclesiam�fundare�.൭൮

Misja gáos]enia Ewangelii nie jest tylko ]adaniem kapáanyw, ale 
rywnieĪ ws]ystkich wiernych. Duchowni odgrywają jednak s]c]e-
gylną rolĊ jako lider]y duchowi i nauc]yciele wiary. Ich ]adaniem jest 
pr]ede ws]ystkim gáos]enie Sáowa BoĪego w sposyb ]ro]umiaáy i bli-
ski dla lud]i ora] wprowad]anie ich w autentyc]ną relacjĊ ] Je]usem 
Chrystusem.൭൯

Gáos]enie Ewangelii wymaga od kapáanyw nie tylko wied]y teolo-
gic]nej, ale takĪe wraĪliwoĞci na potr]eby wspyác]esnego c]áowieka 
ora] umiejĊtnoĞci komunikacyjnych. Pre]biter powinien byü gotyw 

 ൭൭ Sobyr WatykaĔski II, Konstytucja�dogmatyc]na�w�KoĞciele�Lumen�Gentium, 
w: Sobyr WatykaĔski II, Konstytucje,�dekrety,�deklaracje, Po]naĔ ൬൪൪൬, nr ൯.
 ൭൮ Zob. MiĊd]ynarodowa Komisja Teologic]na, Wybrane ]agadnienia ] ekle-
]jologii, s. ൬൪൫-൬൪൬.
 ൭൯ Por. W. Kasper, KoĞciyá�katolicki,�d]. cyt., s. ൭൱൪.



167PRZEMYSŁAW SASINOWSKI � PRIESTHOOD OF THE 21ST«

— the Old Testament promises about the people of God, 
promises presupposed by the preaching of Jesus and continuing 
to maintain their validity for human Salvation
— Jesus¶ generous appeal to all his hearers, an appeal aimed 
at their conversion and carrying an invitation to believe in him
— the call and institution of the Twelve as a sign of the future 
reconstitution of all Israel
— the renaming of Simon Peter and his privileged place in 
the circle of the disciples and his mission
— the rejection of Jesus by Israel and the schism between 
the Jewish people and his disciples
— the fact that Jesus, in instituting the Supper, persists in 
preaching the universal Reign of God, which consists in 
the gift of his life for the bene¿t of all
— the rebuilding, thanks to the Lords Resurrection, 
of the ruptured communion between Jesus and his disciples, 
and the postpaschal initiation into ecclesial life, strictly so 
called
— the sending of the Holy Spirit, which makes the Church 
a divine creation (the “Pentecost” of the Lucan conception�
— the mission to the Gentiles and the Church of the Gentiles.൭൭

The ൫൳൲൰ document of the International Theological Commission, 
devoted to Jesus¶ consciousness and� On� His� Mission, draws 
attention to the desire to found the Church that accompanied Jesus 
from the beginning. First, he introduced his hearers to the mystery 
of the Kingdom, and then he gathered his disciples around him to form 
them. He performed concrete acts which, taken as a whole, make it 
possible to speak of the formation of the Church. The document states 

 ൭൭ Second Vatican Council, Dogmatic�Constitution�in�the�Church�Lumen�Gen-
tium, in: Second Vatican Council, Constitutions,�Declarations�and�Decrees, Po]naĔ 
൬൪൪൬, No. ൯.
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odpowied]ieü na pytania, wątpliwoĞci i problemy wiernych, a takĪe 
byü ] nimi w ryĪnych sferach Īycia. W ten sposyb duchowny, wra] 
] caáym KoĞcioáem, kontynuuje misjĊ Chrystusa, ktyry pr]ys]edá, aby 
gáosiü dobrą nowinĊ o ]bawieniu i ]aprosiü ws]ystkich do po]nania 
Boga i uc]estnictwa w Jego Krylestwie.൭൰

൭.�DUCHOWOŚĆ�KA3ŁAēSKA

Poglądy niemieckiego biskupa na temat duchowoĞci kapáaĔskiej 
moĪna okreĞliü jako pogáĊbioną reÀeksjĊ nad istotą kapáaĔstwa, roli 
kapáana w KoĞciele i jego relacji ] wiernymi.൭൱

Kasper podkreĞla ]nac]enie duchowej formacji kapáanyw, ktyra 
obejmuje ]arywno wymiar intelektualny, jak i duchowy. Wedáug niego 
pre]biter powinien byü dobr]e pr]ygotowany teologic]nie, ale rywnie 
waĪne jest, aby posiadaá silne Īycie duchowe, ktyre bĊd]ie siĊ opieraü 
na osobistej relacji ] Chrystusem i modlitwie.൭൲

Hierarcha koĞcielny wska]uje rywnieĪ, Īe duchowoĞü kapáaĔska po-
winna byü ]orientowana na miáoĞü i sáuĪbĊ. Kapáana powinna cechowaü 
postawa Je]usa Chrystusa jako SáugĊ, ktyry oddaje swoje Īycie dla dobra 
innych. DuchowoĞü, wedáug kardynaáa, musi byü ukierunkowana na 
troskĊ o ]bawienie dus] i na budowanie wspylnoty KoĞcioáa. Zwraca on 
uwagĊ na wartoĞü dus]pasterskiego d]iaáania kapáanyw, ktyr]y powinni 
byü gotowi do wysáuchiwania, towar]ys]enia, kierowania i prowad]enia 
wiernych na drod]e do Boga. Kapáan powinien byü paster]em, ktyry ]na 
swoje owce i jest blisko nich w ich radoĞciach i cierpieniach.൭൳

MiáoĞü i sáuĪba są w]ajemnie powią]ane. MiáoĞü stanowi motywacjĊ 
i siáĊ napĊdową do sáuĪby, a sáuĪba jest konkretnym wyra]em miáoĞci 
w c]ynach. Kapáan, ks]taátując duchowoĞü opartą na miáoĞci i sáuĪbie, 
staje siĊ ]nakiem BoĪej obecnoĞci i miáoĞci dla swoich para¿an i dla 
caáego KoĞcioáa. W kontekĞcie duchowoĞci kapáaĔskiej, miáoĞü i sáuĪba 

 ൭൰ Por. W. Kasper, Sáuga�RadoĞci,�d]. cyt., s. ൳൲.
 ൭൱ Por.�TamĪe, s. ൳൲.
 ൭൲ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൳൲.
 ൭൳ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൳൲.
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clearly that Jesus�wanted�to�found�his�Church�(Jesum�voluisse�Ecclesiam�
fundare).൭൮

The mission of preaching the Gospel is not only the task of priests, 
but also of all the faithful. Clergy, however, play a special role as 
spiritual leaders and teachers of the faith. Their task is ¿rst and foremost 
to proclaim the Word of God in a way that is understandable and close 
to people and to bring them into an authentic relationship with Jesus 
Christ.൭൯

The proclamation of the Gospel requires from priests not only 
theological knowledge, but also sensitivity to the needs of modern man 
and communication skills. The presbyter should be ready to respond 
to the questions, doubts and problems of the faithful and to be with 
them in di൵erent spheres of life. In this way, the clergyman, together 
with the whole Church, continues the mission of Christ, who came 
to proclaim the good news of salvation and to invite everyone to know 
God and to participate in his Kingdom.൭൰

൭.�3RIESTLY�S3IRITUALITY

The German Bishop¶s views on priestly spirituality can be described 
as an in-depth reÀection on the essence of the priesthood, the role 
of the priest in the Church and his relationship with the faithful.൭൱

Kasper emphasises the importance of the spiritual formation 
of priests, which includes both intellectual and spiritual dimensions. 
In his opinion, a presbyter should be well prepared theologically, but 
what is equally important is that he has a strong spiritual life based on 
a personal relationship with Christ and prayer.൭൲

 ൭൮ Cf. International Theological Commission, Selected�Themes�of�Ecclesiology, 
pp. ൬൪൫-൬൪൬.
 ൭൯ Cf. W. Kasper, Catholic�Church,�op. cit., p. ൭൱൪.
 ൭൰ Cf. W. Kasper, Servant�of�Joy,�op. cit., p. ൳൲.
 ൭൱ Cf. Ibid, p. ൳൲.
 ൭൲ Cf. Ibid,�p. ൳൲.
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są fundamentami, ktyre ks]taátują postawĊ i d]iaáanie kapáana, umoĪ-
liwiając mu autentyc]ną relacjĊ ] Bogiem i skutec]ną sáuĪbĊ wiernym 
(൫P ൯,൬n; Ef ൮,൫൯�.൮൪

Kardynaá skupia siĊ na duchowej formie Īycia, w tym na dobrowol-
nym be]ĪeĔstwie jako integralnej c]ĊĞci duchowej eg]ystencji kapáanyw. 
Za]nac]a siĊ, Īe takie Īycie moĪna prawidáowo ]ro]umieü i pr]yswoiü 
jedynie w ramach holistyc]nego podejĞcia, opartego na duchowym 
aspekcie eg]ystencji, ]godnie ] Duchem BoĪym (R] ൲,൮n; Ga ൯,൫൰.൬൯�. 
Pr]ywoáuje siĊ orientacjĊ na duchową sferĊ Īycia, ]godną ] Duchem 
Chrystusowym (R] ൲,൳�, poniewaĪ Je]us Chrystus jest tym, ktyry kon-
tynuuje swoje d]ieáo w c]áowieku.൮൫

PodkreĞla siĊ, Īe kluc]owym elementem takiego duchowego Īycia jest 
atmosfera modlitwy. Warto pr]ytoc]yü obra]y, kiedy Je]us sam c]Ċsto 
opieraá siĊ na modlitwie, pos]ukując odosobnionych miejsc (Mt ൫൮,൬൭; 
Ek ൳,൫൲�, nawet gdy ws]yscy chcieli byü ] Nim (Mk ൫,൭൱�. Je]us nauc]aá 
swoich uc]niyw, aby sami siĊ modlili i stwor]yá dla nich swoją wáasną 
s]koáĊ modlitwy (Mt ൰,൳-൫൭; Łk ൫൫,൫-൫൭; Łk ൫൲,൫�. ZauwaĪa siĊ, ÄĪe mod-
litwa byáa nieodáąc]nym elementem Īycia apostolskiego Ğw. Pawáa”൮൬.

U]asadniając teologic]nie fakt ]martwychwstania, Kasper siĊga do 
fragmentu Pierws]ego Listu do Koryntian, na]wanego credo�koryn-
ckim (൫ Kor ൫൯,൭b-൯�. Jest to najstars]e ro]budowane wy]nanie wiary 
w Chrystusowe powstanie ] martwych. Jego tekst br]mi nastĊpująco: 
ÄChrystus umará, ]godnie ] Pismem, ]a nas]e gr]echy, Īe ]ostaá po-
gr]ebany, Īe ]martwychwstaá tr]eciego dnia, ]godnie ] Pismem: i Īe 
uka]aá siĊ Kefasowi, a potem Dwunastu”൮൭.

Wedáug tego Ğwiadectwa pierwsi Ğwiadkowie ]martwychwstania 
odwoáują ֋�siĊ do tej formuáy wiary, aby uwier]ytelniü ̗�swoje�posáanni-
ctwo.�To�najstars]e�credo�potwierd]a takĪe prymat Piotra ora] wska]uje 
na jego autorytet w pierwotnym KoĞciele. 

 ൮൪ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൲൯.
 ൮൫ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൱൰.
 ൮൬ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൱൰.
 ൮൭ Zob. Katolicki�Komentar]�Biblijny, red. ]biorowa, Wars]awa ൬൪൪൫, s. ൫൭൮൭.
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The ecclesiastical hierarch also points out that priestly spirituality 
should be oriented towards love and service. The priest should be 
characteri]ed by the attitude of Jesus Christ as a Servant who gives 
his life for the good of others. Spirituality, according to the Cardinal, 
must be directed to the care for the salvation of souls and building 
of the community of the Church. He draws attention to the value 
of the pastoral action of priests, who should be ready to listen, accompany, 
guide, and lead the faithful on the way to God. The priest should be 
a shepherd who knows his sheep and is close to them in their joys and 
su൵erings.൭൳

Love and service are interrelated. Love is a motivation and driving 
force for service, and service is an expression of love in deeds. By 
shaping a spirituality based on love and service, the priest becomes a sign 
of God¶s presence and love for his parishioners and for the whole Church. 
In the context of priestly spirituality, love and service are the foundations 
that shape the attitude and action of the priest, enabling him to have 
an authentic relationship with God and serve the faithful e൵ectively 
(൫ Peter ൯: ൬൵; Ephesians ൮:൫൯�.൮൪

The Cardinal focuses on the spiritual form of life, including voluntary 
celibacy as an integral part of the spiritual existence of priests. He points 
out that such a life can only be properly understood and assimilated 
within a holistic approach, based on the spiritual aspect of existence, in 
accordance with the Spirit of God (Rom ൲.൮n; Gal ൯.൫൰.൬൯�. An orientation 
towards the spiritual sphere of life, in accordance with the Spirit of Christ, 
is invoked (Rom ൲,൳�, since Jesus Christ is the one who continues his 
work in man.൮൫

It is emphasised that a key element of such a spiritual life is 
an atmosphere of prayer. It is worth recalling the images when Jesus 
himself often relied on prayer, seeking secluded places (Mt ൫൮:൬൭; 
Ecc ൳:൫൲�, even when everyone wanted to be with him (Mk ൫:൭൱�. Jesus 
taught his disciples to pray by themselves and created his own school 

 ൭൳ Cf. Ibid,�p. ൳൲.
 ൮൪ Cf. Ibid,�p. ൲൯.
 ൮൫ Cf. Ibid, p. ൱൰.
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Chod]i wiĊc o formuáĊࡥ  uprawomocniającąࡥ . Zawarte jest coĞ 
w tym sáus]nego i waĪnego; pojawienia siĊ u]asadniają ur]ąd 
apostolski i ]awierająࡥ  w sobie ]aws]e motyw posáannictwa. 
Prawda i r]ec]ywistoĞü wielkanocna objawiają siĊ nam nie 
inac]ej jak w postaci Ğwiadectw Apostoáyw൮൮.

Kard. Kasper w gáos]eniu krylestwa pr]e] Je]usa, jego mĊce, Ğmierci 
i Zmartwychwstaniu wid]i kluc]owe elementy ekle]jotwyrc]e. Podej-
mując je, Chrystus budowaá wspylnotĊ ֋ ,�ktyra�po�Jego�Ğmierci miaáa 
kontynuowaü ̗�misjĊ�wobec�Ğwiata.൮൯

Apostoá c]Ċsto powracaá do tematu báagania o dobro powier]onej mu 
wspylnoty (np. ൫ Tes ൫,൬; ൭,൫൪; ൬ Tes ൫,൭nn�, a takĪe c]Ċsto modliá siĊ 
]a swoją sáuĪbĊ apostolską (R] ൫൯,൭൪; Kol ൮,൭; ൫ Tes ൯,൬൯; ൬ Tes ൭,൫�. 
Rola kapáana jako uc]estnika modlitwy wspylnoty, wspierającego siĊ na 
rywni ] nią, jest istotnym elementem praktyk religijnych. NaleĪy pod-
kreĞliü, Īe kapáan jest w peáni u]aleĪniony od modlitw swoich para¿an, 
a jedynie popr]e] wáasną aktywną praktykĊ modlitwy moĪe peániü rolĊ 
nauc]yciela, pr]eka]ując innym umiejĊtnoĞü modlitwy.൮൰

Kolejnym istotnym elementem, obok modlitwy, powinno byü Īycie, 
ktyre c]erpie ] ducha oĞmiu báogosáawieĔstw (Mt ൯,൬-൫൫; Łk ൰,൬൪-൬൰�. 
Kardynaá ]a]nac]a, 

Īe te ]asady mają kluc]owe ]nac]enie dla duchowieĔstwa, 
wáąc]ając w to kapáanyw. Warto ]auwaĪyü nauki, jakie Je]us 
pr]eka]aá swoim uc]niom pr]ed ich ro]esáaniem, s]c]egylnie 
podkreĞlając koniec]noĞü skromnoĞci (Mk ൰,൰-൫൭; Łk ൫൪,൫-൫൬�, 
odr]ucenia ]as]c]ytyw i tytuáyw (Mt ൬൭,൲�, krytyki rywali]acji 
o pierws]eĔstwo (Mk ൫൪,൭൭-൭൱�, pragnienia posiadania (Mk 
൫൪,൫൱-൭൫� ora] wpáywyw (MK ൫൪,൭൯-൮൯�.൮൱

 ൮൮ Por. W. Kasper, Je]us�Chrystus, d]. cyt., s. ൫൭൲.
 ൮൯ Por. TamĪe, s. ൫൭൲.
 ൮൰ Por. W. Kasper, Sáuga�RadoĞci, d]. cyt., s. ൱൱.
 ൮൱ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൱൱.
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of prayer for them (Mt ൰:൳-൫൭; Lk ൫൫:൫-൫൭; Lk ൫൲:൫�. It is noted that prayer 
was an integral part of St Paul¶s apostolic life.൮൬

When justifying the fact of the resurrection theologically, Kasper 
goes back to a passage in the First Letter to the Corinthians called 
the Corinthian Creed (൫ Cor ൫൯:൭b-൯�. It is the oldest elaborate confession 
of faith in Christ¶s rising from the dead. Its text reads as follows: “Christ 
died, according to the Scriptures, for our sins, that he was buried, that 
he rose again on the third day, according to the Scriptures: and that he 
appeared to Kephas, and then to the Twelve”.൮൭

According to this testimony, the ¿rst witnesses of the resurrection 
refer to this formula of faith to authenticate their mission. This oldest 
creed�also con¿rms the primacy of Peter and indicates his authority in 
the primitive Church. 

It is therefore about the formula of legitimationࡥ . There 
is something right and important contained therein; 
the appearances justify the apostolic o൶ce and always containࡥ  
the motive of the mission. The truth and reality of Easter are 
revealed to us in no other way than through the testimony 
of the Apostles.൮൮

Cardinal Kasper sees in Jesus¶ proclamation of the kingdom, his 
passion, death and Resurrection the key ecclesiogenic elements. In 
undertaking them, Christ was creating a community which, after his 
death, would continue his mission to the world.൮൯

The Apostle would often return to the theme of supplication for 
the welfare of the community entrusted to him (e.g. ൫ Thes ൫:൬; ൭:൫൪; 
൬ Thes ൫:൭nn�, and he would often pray for his apostolic ministry 
(Rom ൫൯:൭൪; Col ൮:൭; ൫ Thes ൯:൬൯; ൬ Thes ൭:൫�. The role of the priest as 
a participant in the prayer of the community, supporting each other as 

 ൮൬ Cf. Ibid, p. ൱൰.
 ൮൭ See Catholic�Biblical�Commentary, collective ed., Warsaw ൬൪൪൫, p. ൫൭൮൭.
 ൮൮ Cf. W. Kasper, Jesus�Christ, op. cit., p. ൫൭൲.
 ൮൯ Cf. Ibid, p. ൫൭൲.
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Wpáywające na to pr]esáanie Je]usa pouc]enia są kluc]owe dla du-
chowej roli kapáanyw. NaleĪy ]ro]umieü, Īe skromnoĞü jest nieod]owna, 
co o]nac]a re]ygnacjĊ ] osobistego u]nania i ambicji. Kapáani powinni 
rywnieĪ unikaü rywali]acji o po]ycjĊ i wáad]Ċ, dąĪenia do posiadania 
materialnego bogactwa ora] wpáywyw. Zamiast tego, powinni kiero-
waü siĊ sáuĪbą i pokorą wobec innych, naĞladując pr]ykáad Je]usa.൮൲

Wstr]emiĊźliwoĞü w imiĊ krylestwa niebieskiego moĪe byü wáaĞciwie 
ro]umiana jako dobrowolne pr]yjĊcie ubystwa i be]interesownoĞci, na 
co kapáan wyraĪa ]godĊ w kontekĞcie gáĊboko istotnej sprawy BoĪej. 
Jest to rywnie waĪna kwestia jak be]ĪeĔstwo. Je]us powoáaá swoich 
uc]niyw nie jako i]olowane jednostki, lec] jako wspylnotĊ, ktyra ma na 
celu w]ajemne wsparcie, nawied]anie siĊ, gromad]enie siĊ i d]ielenie siĊ 
doĞwiadc]eniami dus]pasterskimi. Ten aspekt odgrywa istotną rolĊ 
w wspyác]esnej roli kapáanyw, ktyr]y, popr]e] w]ajemne odd]iaáywa-
nie, mogą stanowiü dla siebie naw]ajem inspiracjĊ i w]yr.൮൳

Biskup Rothenburga-Stuttgartu, uwaĪa, Īe proponowana wi]ja Īycia 
jest formą komunii, s]c]egylnie odnos]ącą siĊ do eg]ystencji kapáaĔ-
skiej. Popr]e] sakrament ĞwiĊceĔ ws]yscy kapáani stają siĊ c]ĊĞcią 
tego samego stanu i są wáąc]eni do jednego pre]biterium. Na]ywają siĊ 
naw]ajem wspyábraümi. Z tego powodu ksiĊĪa powinni siĊ gromad]iü, 
nawied]aü siĊ naw]ajem i d]ieliü ]arywno dobrymi, jak i trudnymi 
doĞwiadc]eniami dus]pasterskimi. Powinni byü gotowi w]ajemnie po-
cies]aü i pomagaü sobie naw]ajem. Prawd]iwa pr]yjaźĔ powinna istnieü 
miĊd]y kapáanami.൯൪

Mimo Īe wspyác]esny indywiduali]m ]agoĞciá takĪe w s]eregach ka-
páaĔstwa, nie moĪna tego u]naü ]a kor]ystny ro]wyj duchowy. Inspiracją 
i w]orem mogą oka]aü siĊ wspylnoty kapáaĔskie oparte na duchowoĞci 
takich jak Je]us�Caritas, spoáec]noĞci Karola de Foucauld, ksiĊĪa ]e 
wspylnoty Sch|nstatt lub ksiĊĪa ] Focolare. Pos]ukiwanie konkretnej 

 ൮൲ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൱൱.
 ൮൳ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൱൲.
 ൯൪ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൱൲.
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equals, is an essential part of religious practice. It should be emphasised 
that the priest is fully dependent on the prayers of his parishioners, and 
it is only through his own active practice of prayer that he can act as 
a teacher, passing on to others the ability to pray.൮൰

Another essential element, alongside prayer, should be a life that 
draws on the spirit of the eight Beatitudes (Mt ൯:൬-൫൫; Lk ൰:൬൪-൬൰�. 
The Cardinal points out 

that these principles are crucial for the clergy, including priests. 
It is worth noting the teachings Jesus gave to his disciples 
before his sending out, particularly emphasising the need 
for modesty (Mk ൰,൰-൫൭; Lk ൫൪,൫-൫൬�, the rejection of honours 
and titles (Mt ൬൭,൲�, the criticism of competition for priority 
(Mk ൫൪,൭൭-൭൱�, the desire for possessions (Mk ൫൪,൫൱-൭൫� and 
inÀuence (Mk ൫൪,൭൯-൮൯�.൮൱

Jesus¶ inÀuential message of instruction is central to the spiritual role 
of priests. Modesty should be indispensable, which means giving up 
personal recognition and ambition. Priests should also avoid competition 
for position and power, the pursuit of material wealth and inÀuence. 
Instead, they should be guided by service and humility towards others, 
following the role model of Jesus.൮൲

Temperance in the name of the kingdom of heaven can rightly be 
understood as a voluntary acceptance of poverty and gratuitousness, 
to which the priest agrees in the context of a profoundly important matter 
of God. This is as important as being unmarried. Jesus called his disciples 
not as isolated individuals, but as a community that aims to support each 
other, visit each other, gather and share pastoral experiences. This aspect 
plays an important role in the contemporary role of priests, who, through 
mutual interaction, can be an inspiration and role model for each other.൮൳

 ൮൰ Cf. W. Kasper, Servant�of�Joy, op. cit., p. ൱൱.
 ൮൱ Cf. Ibid,�p. ൱൱.
 ൮൲ Cf. Ibid,�p. ൱൱.
 ൮൳ Cf. Ibid,�p. ൱൲.
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duchowej formy Īycia ]godnej ] Ewangelią jest pilnym i pows]echnym 
]adaniem ]arywno dla kapáanyw, jak i Ğwieckich.൯൫

Osiem báogosáawieĔstw (Mt ൯,൬-൫൫; Łk ൰,൬൪-൬൰� odnosi siĊ do waĪnego 
aspektu duchowego Īycia, ktyry ma ]wią]ek ] be]ĪeĔstwem wĞryd 
kapáanyw. Te báogosáawieĔstwa, pr]eka]ane pr]e] Je]usa na gyr]e, 
stanowią fundament etyc]nego i duchowego Īycia chr]eĞcijanina. 
W kontekĞcie be]ĪeĔstwa, Īycie ]godne ] Duchem BoĪym, o ktyrym 
mywi niemiecki teolog, ]najduje swoje od]wierciedlenie w tych báogo-
sáawieĔstwach. Pr]edstawiają one postawĊ i wartoĞci, ktyre powinny 
towar]ys]yü Īyciu kapáana.൯൬

BáogosáawieĔstwa ks]taátują duchowoĞü kapáana, be] w]glĊdu na 
jego stan Īycia, a ]atem mogą mieü istotne ]nac]enie dla reÀeksji nad 
be]ĪeĔstwem. Duchowny, ktyry dąĪy do Īycia wedáug tych wartoĞci, 
moĪe lepiej sáuĪyü Bogu i bliźnim.൯൭

W ujĊciu kardynaáa Kaspera duchowoĞü kapáaĔska nie jest jedynie 
]biorem reguá i obowią]kyw, ale gáĊbokim ]aangaĪowaniem w Īycie 
duchowe, ro]e]nawanie woli BoĪej i oddanie siĊ sáuĪbie dla dobra KoĞ-
cioáa i wiernych. Jest to duchowoĞü, ktyra ma prowad]iü do ĞwiĊtoĞci 
i peáni kapáaĔskiego powoáania.൯൮

Hierarcha akcentuje, iĪ duchowoĞü ro]wijana pr]e] pre]bitera 
to droga doĞwiadc]ania BoĪej obecnoĞci i miáoĞci w Īyciu kapáana. Nie 
jest to jedynie kwestia pr]estr]egania ]asad i wykonywania rytuaáyw, ale 
rac]ej gáĊbs]ego ]anur]enia w tajemnicy Boga, modlitwy, kontemplacji 
i osobistej wiĊ]i ] Chrystusem.൯൯

DuchowoĞü kapáaĔska, wedáug niego, ma prowad]iü do osobistego 
pr]eks]taácenia i duchowego w]rostu kapáana. To nie tylko kwestia 
speániania obowią]kyw dus]pasterskich, ale takĪe umocnienia wiĊ]i 

 ൯൫ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൱൲.
 ൯൬ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൱൲.
 ൯൭ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൱൲.
 ൯൮ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൫൪൬.
 ൯൯ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൳൲.



177PRZEMYSŁAW SASINOWSKI � PRIESTHOOD OF THE 21ST«

The Bishop of Rothenburg-Stuttgart believes that the proposed vision 
of life is a form of communion, particularly relating to priestly existence. 
Through the sacrament of ordination, all priests become part of the same 
state and are incorporated into one presbytery. They call each other 
confreres. For this reason, priests should gather, visit each other and 
share both good and di൶cult pastoral experiences. They should be 
ready to console and help each other. There should be true friendship 
between priests.൯൪

Although modern individualism has also entered the ranks 
of the priesthood, this cannot be considered a bene¿cial spiritual 
development. Priestly communities based on spirituality such as 
Jesus�Caritas, the communities of Charles de Foucauld, priests from 
the Sch|nstatt community or priests from Focolare can be an inspiration 
and a role model. The search for a speci¿c spiritual form of life in 
accordance with the Gospel is an urgent and common task for both 
priests and laity.൯൫

The eight beatitudes (Mt ൯:൬-൫൫; Lk ൰:൬൪-൬൰� refer to an important 
aspect of spiritual life that has to do with celibacy among priests. 
These beatitudes, given by Jesus on the mountain, form the foundation 
of the ethical and spiritual life of the Christian. In the context of celibacy, 
the life in accordance with the Spirit of God that the German theologian 
speaks of is reÀected in these beatitudes. They represent the attitude and 
values that should accompany the life of a priest.൯൬

The beatitudes shape the spirituality of the priest, regardless of his 
state of life, and can therefore be relevant for reÀection on celibacy. 
A clergyman who strives to live according to these values can better 
serve God and neighbour.൯൭

According to Cardinal Kasper, priestly spirituality is not only 
a set of rules and duties, but a deep commitment to the spiritual life, 
discerning God¶s will and dedicating oneself to the service for the good 

 ൯൪ Cf. Ibid,�p. ൱൲.
 ൯൫ Cf. Ibid,�p. ൱൲.
 ൯൬ Cf. Ibid,�p. ൱൲.
 ൯൭ Cf. Ibid,�p. ൱൲.
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] Bogiem i ro]wijania cnyt kapáaĔskich, takich jak miáoĞü, pokora, 
cierpliwoĞü i hojnoĞü.൯൰

Kasper w]ywa kapáanyw do duchowej autentyc]noĞci i s]c]eroĞci, do 
budowania relacji ] wiernymi opartych na miáoĞci, trosce i gotowoĞci do 
sáuĪby. Dla niego duchowoĞü kapáaĔska ma na celu nie tylko reali]acjĊ 
]ewnĊtr]nych ]adaĔ dus]pasterskich, ale pr]ede ws]ystkim ro]wyj 
wewnĊtr]nej wiĊ]i ] Bogiem i umocnienie kapáaĔskiego powoáania.൯൱

Podsumowując, istota duchowoĞci kapáaĔskiej w ujĊciu kardynaáa 
Kaspera jest gáĊbokim ]aangaĪowaniem w relacjĊ ] Bogiem, doĞwiad-
c]aniem Jego obecnoĞci i miáoĞci ora] dąĪeniem do osobistego w]rostu 
duchowego. Nie jest to jedynie ]biyr reguá i obowią]kyw, ale droga do 
ĞwiĊtoĞci i peáni kapáaĔskiego powoáania.൯൲ Oto niektyre aspekty du-
chowoĞci kapáaĔskiej w ujĊciu kardynaáa Kaspera:

൫. Relacja ] Chrystusem: Kasper podkreĞla, Īe duchowoĞü ka-
páaĔska opiera siĊ na osobistej relacji ] Je]usem Chrystusem. 
Pre]biter jest we]wany do w]orowania siĊ na osobie Je]usa jako 
Dobrego Paster]a, ktyry oddaje Īycie ]a swoje owce. Polega na 
]anur]eniu siĊ w tajemnicy Chrystusa i oĪywianiu relacji ] Nim 
popr]e] modlitwĊ, kontemplacjĊ Ewangelii i sakramenty.൯൳

൬. SáuĪba jako ]nak miáoĞci: Kasper podkreĞla, Īe kapáan jest we-
]wany do sáuĪby jako wyra] miáoĞci. Jego duchowoĞü wiąĪe siĊ 
] oddawaniem siebie dla dobra innych, troską o ich dus]e i kon-
kretnym d]iaáaniem, ktyre pr]ynosi im ]bawienie. Duchowny 
jako Chrystusowy sáuga jest we]wany do miáosierd]ia, pokory 
i hojnoĞci w sáuĪbie dla innych.൰൪

൭. DuchowoĞü dialogu: Kasper ]wraca uwagĊ na ]nac]enie ducho-
woĞci dialogu w Īyciu kapáana. Pre]biter nie tylko pr]eka]uje 
naukĊ i posáuguje sakramentami, ale takĪe nawią]uje dialog 
] wiernymi, sáucha ich potr]eb i trosk, towar]ys]y im w ich 

 ൯൰ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൫൯൬.
 ൯൱ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൫൯൬.
 ൯൲ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൫൯൪.
 ൯൳ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൳൳.
 ൰൪ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൲൭.



179PRZEMYSŁAW SASINOWSKI � PRIESTHOOD OF THE 21ST«

of the Church and the faithful. It is a spirituality that is to lead to holiness 
and fullness of priestly vocation.൯൮

The hierarch emphasi]es that the spirituality developed by the priest 
is a way of experiencing God¶s presence and love in the life of a priest. It 
is not only a matter of following rules and performing rituals, but rather 
a deeper immersion in the mystery of God, prayer, contemplation, and 
personal relationship with Christ.൯൯

Priestly spirituality, according to him, is to lead to personal 
transformation and spiritual growth of the priest. It is not only a matter 
of ful¿lling pastoral duties, but also of strengthening the relationship 
with God and developing priestly virtues such as love, humility, patience, 
and generosity.൯൰

Kasper calls priests to spiritual authenticity and sincerity, to build 
relationships with the faithful based on love, care, and readiness to serve. 
For him, priestly spirituality is aimed not only at the implementation 
of external pastoral tasks, but above all at the development of an internal 
relationship with God and the strengthening of the priestly vocation.൯൱

In conclusion, the essence of priestly spirituality in Cardinal Kasper¶s 
view is a deep commitment to the relationship with God, experiencing 
His presence and love, and striving for personal spiritual growth. It is 
not only a set of rules and duties, but a way to holiness and fullness 
of priestly vocation.൯൲ Here are some aspects of Cardinal Kasper¶s priestly 
spirituality:

൫. Relationship with Christ: Kasper emphasi]es that priestly 
spirituality is based on a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ. The priest is called to model himself on the person 
of Jesus as the Good Shepherd who gives his life for his sheep. 
It consists in immersing oneself in the mystery of Christ and 

 ൯൮ Cf. Ibid,�p. ൫൪൬.
 ൯൯ Cf. Ibid,�p. ൳൲.
 ൯൰ Cf. Ibid,�p. ൫൯൬.
 ൯൱ Cf. Ibid,�p. ൫൯൬.
 ൯൲ Cf. Ibid,�p. ൫൯൪.
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drod]e wiary. Jego duchowoĞü ]akáada gotowoĞü do sáuchania 
i s]anowania drugiego c]áowieka ora] do budowania relacji op-
artych na w]ajemnym dialogu.൰൫

൮. DuchowoĞü komunii: Kasper podkreĞla ]nac]enie duchowoĞci 
kapáaĔskiej jako dąĪenie do jednoĞci i komunii. Pre]biter jest 
we]wany do budowania jednoĞci w KoĞciele, do pracy na r]ec] 
ekumeni]mu i dialogu miĊd]yreligijnego. DuchowoĞü kapáaĔska 
obejmuje otwarcie siĊ na innych chr]eĞcijan ora] na caáą lud]-
koĞü, ]godnie ] pragnieniem Je]usa, aby ws]yscy byli jedno. ൰൬

Te aspekty duchowoĞci kapáaĔskiej wedáug kardynaáa Waltera Ka-
spera podkreĞlają gáĊboką wiĊź ] Chrystusem, oddanie siĊ sáuĪbie dla 
dobra innych, dialog ] wiernymi i dąĪenie do jednoĞci i komunii w KoĞ-
ciele. Pr]e] te fundamenty duchowoĞci kapáaĔskiej kapáan moĪe pogáĊ-
biaü swoje powoáanie, ro]wijaü wiĊź ] Bogiem i sáuĪyü KoĞcioáowi.

Stres]c]enie�

Podejmując temat artykuáu: KapáaĔstwo XXI w ujĊciu kardynaáa Waltera Ka-
spera warto podkreĞliü, Īe jest to myĞl oryginalna, ortodoksyjna i apologetyc]na, 
dlatego domaga siĊ dostr]eĪenia i anali]y, ktyrej dokonaá wspyác]esny teolog, 
]estawiając ]e sobą ryĪnorodne poglądy. 

Źrydáami artykuáu są gáywnie pisma W. Kaspera, dotyc]ące gene]y KoĞcioáa, 
nowego patr]enia na kapáaĔstwo jako sáuĪbĊ Bogu i drugiemu c]áowiekowi. Jak 
rywnieĪ pr]edstawia i pos]er]a ]agadnienia fundamentalne dotyc]ące natury i misji 
kapáaĔstwa sáuĪebnego. Nie ]apomina o wewnĊtr]nym reali]owaniu powoáania 
do sakramentalnego sprawowania sáuĪy miáoĞci oátar]a, gd]ie porus]a kwestie 
dotyc]ące etapyw duchowoĞci kapáaĔskiej w kontekĞcie gene]y KoĞcioáa. 

Sáowa�kluc]owe� KoĞciyá, duchowoĞü, kapáaĔstwo sáuĪebne, W. Kasper

 ൰൫ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൲൱-൲൲.
 ൰൬ Por. TamĪe,�s. ൫൬൯-൫൬൲.
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reviving the relationship with Him through prayer, contemplation 
of the Gospel and the sacraments.൯൳

൬. Serving as a sign of love: Kasper emphasi]es that the priest 
is called to serve as an expression of love. His spirituality is 
associated with giving oneself for the good of others, caring for 
their souls and the speci¿c action that brings them salvation. 
The clergyman, as a servant of Christ, is called to mercy, 
humility, and generosity in service to others.൰൪

൭. Spirituality of dialogue: Kasper draws attention to the importance 
of a spirituality of dialogue in the life of the priest. The presbyter 
not only transmits doctrine and administers the sacraments, but 
also enters dialogue with the faithful, listens to their needs and 
concerns, and accompanies them on their journey of faith. His 
spirituality implies a readiness to listen to and respect the other 
and to build relationships based on mutual dialogue.൰൫

൮. The spirituality of communion: Kasper emphasises the importance 
of priestly spirituality as the pursuit of unity and communion. 
The presbyter is called to build unity in the Church, to work for 
ecumenism and inter-religious dialogue. Priestly spirituality 
includes an openness to other Christians and to all humanity, in 
accordance with Jesus¶ desire that all be one. ൰൬

These aspects of priestly spirituality, according to Cardinal Walter 
Kasper, emphasise a deep bond with Christ, dedication to service for 
the good of others, dialogue with the faithful and the pursuit of unity 
and communion in the Church. Through these foundations of priestly 
spirituality, a priest can deepen his vocation, develop his relationship 
with God and serve the Church.

 ൯൳ Cf. Ibid,�p. ൳൳.
 ൰൪ Cf. Ibid,�p. ൲൭.
 ൰൫ Cf. Ibid.,�pp. ൲൱-൲൲.
 ൰൬ Cf. Ibid.,�pp. ൫൬൯-൫൬൲.
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Summary

The article dealing with the topic of the ൬൫st Century Priesthood as seen by 
Cardinal Walter Kasper emphasises that it is an original, orthodox and apologetic 
thought and therefore demands to be noticed and analysed by a contemporary 
theologian, juxtaposing various views.

The article is based mainly on the writings of W. Kasper on the genesis of the 
Church, on a new view of the priesthood as service to God and to the other. It pre-
sents and expands on fundamental issues concerning the nature and mission of the 
ministerial priesthood. Points to the realisation of the vocation to the sacramental 
ministry of altar love, addressing issues concerning the stages of priestly spirituality 
in the context of the origins of the Church.

Keywords��Church, spirituality, ministerial priesthood, W. Kasper
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