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KAPLANSTWO XXI W. W UJECIU
KARD. WALTERA KASPERA

Kardynaid Walter Kasper to niemiecki duchowny katolicki, teolog.
Jest Tnany] wielu swoich publikacji i wystapieE na temat teologii, eku-
meni]mu i dialogu miCd]yreligijnego. Kardynai Kasper by rywniel jed-
nym ] klucJowych postaci w c]asie ponty¢ katu papiela Benedykta X VI,
Jajmujacym siC kwestiami ekumenic]nymi jako pr]ewodnic]acy Dy-
kasterii do spraw Popierania JednoGci Chr]eGcijan.

Kardynai Kasper c]Csto porus]a temat kapéaEstwa w kontekGeie
wspyéc]esnego KoGeioda katolickiego. Jego poglady na ten temat nie

Kardynai Walter Kasper, urod]i4 siC marca roku w miejscowoGci
Heidenheiman der Bren] w Niemc]ech. Po studiach ¢ lo]o¢,.c]nychi teologic]nych
w Seminarium w Rottenburgu ora] w R]ymie, Jostai wyGwiCcony na kapiana
w rokuW latach - uc]estnic]ya w Sobor]e WatykaEskim 11 jako
ekspert teologic]ny. Pyzniej pracowai jako profesor teologii dogmatyc]nej na
rylnych uniwersytetach, w tym na Uniwersytecie w M nster]e i Uniwersytecie
wT bingen. W roku Jostai mianowany biskupem diece]ji Rottenburg-Stuttgart,
aw roku otr]ymaéa godnoGii kardynaéa i Jostai mianowany pr]e] papiela Jana
Pawda Il do Kongregacji ds. Biskupyw. Byi takle prJewodnic]acym Papieskiej
Rady ds. Popierania JednoGci Chr]eGcijan. Jego prace teologic]ne skupiaja siC na
tematach ekumeni]mu, duchowoGci, teologii sakramentyw i etyki chr]eGcijaEskiej.
Kardynai Walter Kasper jest Jnany ] aktywnego ud]iaau w dialogu miCd]yreligij-
nymi ekumenic]nym ora] ] lic]nych publikacji dotyc]acych teologii katolickiej.

Zob. https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/D/DA/kardBwBkasper.html, ] dnia
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PRIESTHOOD OF THE 21ST CENTURY ACCORDING
TO CARDINAL WALTER KASPER.

Cardinal Walter Kasper is a German Catholic clergyman and
theologian. Known for his many publications and speeches on theology,
ecumenism, and interreligious dialogue, Cardinal Kasper was also
one of the key ¢gures during the ponti¢cate of Pope Benedict XVI,
responsible for ecumenical issues as president of the Dicastery for
Promoting Christian Unity.

Cardinal Kasper often raises the issue of priesthood in
the contemporary Catholic Church; yet his views are not unambiguous

Cardinal Walter Kasper was born on March in Heidenheiman der
Bren], Germany. After studying philosophy and theology at the Seminary in Rot-
tenburg and in Rome, he was ordained to the priesthood in . Between
and , he participated in the Second Vatican Council as a theological expert.
Later he worked as a professor of dogmatic theology at various universities, inclu-
ding the University of M nster and the University of T bingen. In , he was
appointed bishop of the Diocese of Rottenburg-Stuttgart, and in he received
the dignity of cardinal and was appointed by Pope John Paul 11 to the Congregation
for Bishops. He was also President of the Ponti¢,cal Council for Promoting Christian
Unity. His theological works focus on ecumenism, spirituality, sacramental theology
and Christian ethics. Cardinal Walter Kasper is known for his active participation
in interreligious and ecumenical dialogue and for his numerous publications on
Catholic theology.

See https://opoka.org.pl/biblioteka/D/DA/kardBwBkasper.html, dated
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sg jedno]nac]ne i molna je interpretowail na rylIne sposoby. Ponilgj
Jostady pr]edstawione podstawowe Jagadnienia, ktyre sa c]Csto oma-
wiane w jego pisarstwie:
Znac]enie kapiaEstwa wspylnoty: Kasper podkreGla Jnac]e-
nie kapéaEstwa jako usiugiwania wspylnocie KoGcioga. Wedéug
niego, kapdani nie sg odi]olowanymi jednostkami, lec] powoadani
do siuThy w spoéec]noGci wier]acych.
Wspyipraca kapianyw i Gwieckich: Kasper podkreGla potr]ebC
wiCks]ej wspyipracy miCd]y kapéanami a Gwieckimi wiernymi.
Uwala, Te Gwieccy maja walna rolC do odegrania we wspylno-
cie koGcioda katolickiego i powinni byii bard]iej JaangaTowani
w lycie parag,i i podejmowanie decy]ji.
Pr]ywrycenie diakonatu kobiet: Kardynai Kasper jest Jwolen-
nikiem dals]ych badaE nad pr]ywryceniem diakonatu kobiet.
Uwala, Te istniejg podstawy teologic]ne i historyc]ne, ktyre
umolliwiaja otwarcie tej drogi, choii Ja]nac]a, Te wymaga to dal-
s]ych dyskusji i decy]ji na po]iomie KoGciosa.
Koniec]noGii reformy strukturalnej: Kasper podkreGla potr]ebC
reformy strukturalnej w KoGciele katolickim, aby lepiej odpo-
wiadail na wspyic]esne wy]wania i potr]eby. W kontekGcie ka-
péaEstwa, wska]uje na koniec]noGu elastyc]noGci w rekrutacii
i formacji kapaaEskiej ora] uw]glCdnianie ryTnorodnych kon-
tekstyw kulturowych i spogec]nych.

Warto jednak Ja]nac]yu, Te powylIs]e punkty stanowia jedynie
ogylny Jarys pogladyw kardynaia Waltera Kaspera na temat kapéak-
stwa w XXI wieku. Dokéadniejs]e po]nanie jego stanowiska wymaga
Jatem s]c]egyédowego Japo]nania siC ] jego publikacjami, wywiadami
| wystgpieniami na ten temat.

Por. W. Kasper, Stuga radosci. Zycie i postuga kaptanska, tium. R. Zajac]-
kowski, Kielce , S.
Por. Tamle, s.
Por. W. Kasper, Kosciot katolicki. Istota, rzeczywistos¢, postannictwo, Krakyw
, S. .
Por. Tamle,s. -
Por. Tamle.
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but can be interpreted in different ways. What he discusses in his writing
is as follows:

Importance of the priesthood of the community: Kasper emphasizes
the importance of the priesthood as a service to the community
of the Church. He believes priests are not some isolated individuals,
but called to serve in the community of believers.?

Cooperation between priests and laity: Kasper emphasizes the need
for greater cooperation between priests and laity. He believes that lay
people have an important role to play in the community of the Catholic
Church and should be more involved in parish life and decision-making.*

Restoration of the diaconate of women: Cardinal Kasper is a supporter
of further research on the restoration of the diaconate of women. He
believes that there are theological and historical foundations that make it
possible to open this path, although he points out that it requires further
discussions and decisions at the level of the Church.’

Necessity of structural reform: Kasper emphasizes the need
for structural reform in the Catholic Church in order to respond
to contemporary challenges and needs better. In the context
of the priesthood, he points to the need for flexibility in recruitment
and priestly formation and taking into account various cultural and
social contexts.®

It is worth noting, however, that the above points are only a general
outline of Cardinal Walter Kasper’s views on the priesthood in the 21
century. Therefore, a closer understanding of his position requires
a detailed reading of his publications, interviews, and speeches.’

3 Cf. W. Kasper, Servant of Joy. Life and Ministry of the Priesthood, translated
by R. Zajaczkowski, Kielce 2009, p. 78.

4 Cf. Ibid, p. 141.

> Cf. W. Kasper, The Catholic Church: Nature, Reality and Mission, Krakow
2014, p. 419.

6 Cf. Ibid., pp. 491-499.

7 Cf. Ibid.
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1. NATURA KAPLANSTWA SLUZEBNEGO.

Kardynai Walter Kasper podkreGla Jnac]enie kapéaEstwa siuTebnego
w KoGciele katolickim. Wediug niego ono ma charakter posiugi dla
wspylnoty i lud]i, a nie jest wyra]em wéad]y c]y dominacji.

Teolog wska]uje, Te duchowny jest weJwany do w]orowania siC na
Chrystusie, ktyry jako NajwyTs]y Siuga oddai swoje Tycie Ja Jbawienie
lud]koGci. KapéaEstwo jest Jatem powosaniem do o¢ary, siuTby, midoGei
i pasterstwa. Jako PoGrednik miCd]y niebem i Jiemig jest powodany do
stawania siC Jnakiem jednoGci i wspylnoty, prowad]enia lud]i do Boga;
sakramentalnego ud]ielania daski ora] posaugi Sdowa.

Katechi]m KoGcioda katolickiego ] kolei, patr]y syntetyc]nie na
kapéaEstwo i misje, dostr]egajac w niej Jarywno watki fundamentalno-
-teologic]ne,jak i dogmatyc]ne (KKK

W ujCciu kardynasa, siuga JeJusa Chrystusa nie jest odiJolowany od
spodec]noGci wier]acych, ale jest powosany do bycia wéryd lud]i, aby
Im usaugiwal, sauchad, wspieral i towar]ys]yl w ich duchowej drod]e.
Pre]biter powinien byt cJuadym paster]em, gotowym do niesienia po-
mocy i migosierd]ia.

Niemiecki teolog podkreGla rywniel Jnac]enie wspylnoty wiernychw
kapéaEstwie. Duchowny jego Jdaniem nie d]iada samotnie, lec] w jed-
noGei] KoGeiodem lokalnym i pows]echnym. Wspylnota wiernych jest
walnym elementem kapéaEstwa, poniewal yw posiugujacy jest dla nich,
a nie na odwryt.

Kardynai Walter Kasper Jwraca uwagC, Te kapéaEstwo siulebne
powinnobyii odnowione i pogiCbione w XXI wieku. W oblicJu Jmie-
niajacego siC Gwiatai wyJwak wspyéac]esnoGcei, studzy Parnscy powinni

Por. W. Kasper, Stuga radosci, d]. cyt., s.
Por. Tamle, s.
Por. Tamle, s.
Por. W. Kasper, Stuga Radosci, d]. cyt., s.
Por. Tamle, s.
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1. THE NATURE OF THE MINISTERIAL PRIESTHOOD.

Cardinal Walter Kasper emphasi]es the importance of the ministerial
priesthood in the Catholic Church. He reckons it is a service
to the community and people, and not an expression of power or
domination.

The theologian points out that the cleric is called to follow the example
of Christ, who, as the Supreme Servant, gave his life for the salvation
of humanity. The priesthood is therefore a vocation to sacri¢,ce, service,
love, and pastoral care. As Mediator between heaven and earth, he is
called to become a sign of unity and community, leading people to God;
the sacramental dispensation of grace; and the ministry of the Word.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church, on the other hand, looks
synthetically at priesthood and mission, seeing both fundamental and
theological as well as dogmatic threads therein (CCC

Cardinal believes that the servant of Jesus Christ is not isolated from
the community of believers, but is called to be among people in order
to serve, listen to, support and accompany them on their spiritual journey.
The priest should be a tender shepherd, ready to bring help and mercy.

The German theologian also emphasises the importance
of the community of the faithful in the priesthood. In his view,
the clergyman does not act alone, but in unity with the local and
universal Church. The community of the faithful is an important element
of the priesthood because this minister is for them and not the other
way around.

Cardinal Walter Kasper points out that the ministerial priesthood
shouldbe renewed and deepened in the st century. In the face
of the changing worldand the challenges of today, the servants of the Lord
should be ready to respond with their attitude to the needs of modern

Cf. W. Kasper, Servant of Joy, op. Cit., p.
Cf. Ibid, p.
Cf. Ibid, p.
Cf. W. Kasper, Servant of Joy, op. Cit., p.
Cf. Ibid, p.
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by¢ gotowi, aby odpowiada¢ swoja postawa na potrzeby wspotczesnych
ludzi, gloszac im Ewangeli¢ w sposob zrozumiaty i bliski.”

Biskup ktadzie duzy nacisk na natur¢ kaptanstwa stuzebnego w Kos-
ciele katolickim. Jego perspektywa zakorzeniona jest w teologii sobo-
rowe], a zwlaszczaw duchu Soboru Watykanskiego 11, ktory podkreslat
znaczenie postugi i stuzby jako integralnych elementow kaptanstwa.™

Kasper zauwaza, ze kaptanstwo stuzebne jest bezposrednim odzwier-
ciedleniem samego Chrystusa, ktory przyszedt na Swiat nie po to, aby
by¢ obstuzonym, ale aby stuzy¢ (por. Mk 10,45). Powinien on zatem
postepowac podobnie jak Jezus Chrystus jako stuzebnik, ktory oddaje
swoje zycie za innych. Jest to odniesieniedo Chrystusowe] postawy,
ktora stala si¢ zrédtem i wzorem dla wszystkich prezbiterow.”

Wedtug duchownego ze Stuttgartu, postuga jego 1 jemu podobnych
w wymiarze shuzebnym jest §cisle zwigzana z sakramentem $wigcen. On
bowiem nadaje studze ottarza szczegdlne uprawnienia i petnomocnictwa
umozliwiajgc mu stuzbe w celu zbawienia innych (1 Kor 12,28). Prezbiter
jako sakramentalny reprezentant Chrystusa, ma wypetnia¢ stuzbe wobec
wspolnoty w imieniu samego Chrystusa.!® Sakramentalne umocnienie
urzedow nie sprzeciwia sie¢ wlasciwie rozumieniu porzgdkowi chary-
zmatycznemu, lecz jest jego waznym i konstytutywnym elementem".

Kardynat podkresla, ze osoba duchowna jest powotana do bycia
pasterzem, ktory troszczy si¢ o swoje owce. Ma by¢ obecny w zyciu
wiernych, towarzyszy¢ im w ich rados$ciach 1 smutkach, stuzy¢ im w sa-
kramentach, glosi¢ Stowo Bozei nauczac. Kaptan jest wezwany do
prowadzenia ludzi do Boga, pomaganiaim w ich duchowym wzro$cie
oraz zapewniania im potrzebnej opieki duszpasterskie;j.”®

Kasper podkresla rowniez, ze duchowienstwo stuzebne jest powota-
niemdo jednos$ci 1 wspdlnoty. Powotany przez Boga nie dziata w izolacji,

B Por. W. Kasper, Kosciot katolicki, dz. cyt., s. 425—429.
4 Por. Tamze, s. 481-484.

Por. W. Kasper, Stuga Radosci, dz. cyt., s. 82.

Por. Tamze, s. 67.

7"W. Tamze, s. 67.

% Por. Tamze, s. 8.
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people, proclaiming the Gospel to them in an understandable and close
way."

The Bishop places great emphasis on the nature of the ministerial
priesthood in the Catholic Church. His perspective is rooted in
conciliar theology, particularly in the spirit of Vatican II, which
underlined the importance of ministry and service as integral elements
of the priesthood."

Kasper notes that the servant priesthood is a direct reflection of Christ
himself, who came into the world not to be served but to serve (cf. Mk
10:45). He should therefore act like Jesus Christ as a servant who gives
his life for others. This is a reference to Christ’s attitude, which has
become the source and model for all presbyters.”

According to the Stuttgart clergyman, his and his peers’ ministry
of service is closely linked to the sacrament of Holy Orders. For it
confers on the minister of the altar special powers and mandates
enabling him to serve for the salvation of others (I Cor 12:28). As
a sacramental representative of Christ, the presbyter is to exercise service
to the community in the name of Christ himself.'® The sacramental
consolidation of the offices does not actually oppose the understanding
of the charismatic order, but it is an important and constitutive element
of it."

The Cardinal insists that the cleric is called to be a shepherd who cares
for his sheep. He is to be present in the lives of the faithful, accompanying
them in their joys and sorrows, serving them in the sacraments, preaching
the Word of God and teaching them. The priest is called to lead people
to God, to help them in their spiritual growth and to provide them with
the pastoral care they need.”

B Cf. W. Kasper, Catholic Church, op. cit., pp. 425—429.
4 Cf. Ibid, p.484.

15 Cf. W. Kasper, Servant of Joy, op. cit., p. 82.

16 Cf. Ibid, p. 67.

7-W. Ibid, p. 67.

8 Cf. Ibid, p. 8l.

—



160 ORCID 0009-0001-7631-0254 + KAPLANSTWO XXI W...

ale jest czescig Kosciota, ktory jest wspolnotg wiernych. Duchowny nie
jest ponad wspolnota, ale jest w niej 1 dla niej. Jego stuzba ma na celu
budowanie jednosci miedzy wiernymi, tworzenie wspolnoty wierzacych
i ukazywanie mitosci Bozej."”

W ujeciu kardynata Waltera Kaspera, kaptanstwo stuzebne jest zatem
stuzba, ktora ma na celu upodobnienie si¢ do Chrystusa jako stuzebnika,
bycie pasterzem dla wiernych, prowadzenie ich do Boga oraz budowanie
jednosci 1 wspolnoty.?

2. MISJA KAPLANSTWA SLUZEBNEGO

Kardynat Walter Kasper podkresla, ze prezbiter w swoim zyciu i po-
studze powinien dazy¢ do osiggniecia kilku istotnych cech i postaw?..
Warto wskazac na kilka aspektow dotyczacych miana kaptana wedtug
niemieckiego teologa:

a. Stuga Chrystusa: Kaptan jest wezwany do bycia stugg Chrystusa.
Jego najwazniejszym zadaniem jest zblizy¢ si¢ do Jezusa jako
stuzebnika, ktéry oddal swoje zycie za zbawienie ludzkosci.
Duchowny powinien kierowac si¢ postawg pokornego stuzebnika
w swoim dzialaniu i relacjach z innymi.*

b. Pasterz: Kaptan jest powotany do bycia pasterzem, ktory trosz-
czy si¢ o swoje owce. Powinien by¢ blisko ludzi, stuchac ich,
wspierac 1 kierowac. Jego zadaniem jest prowadzenie wiernych
do Boga i zapewnianie im duchowego wsparcia i opieki.*

c. Czlowiek mitosierdzia: Osoba powotana do kaptanstwa powinna
by¢ czlowiekiem uczacym si¢ mitosierdzia, gotowym do prze-
baczenia, zrozumienia i pomocy. Powinien by¢ wrazliwy na

¥ Por. Tamze, s. 127.

20 Por. Tamze, s. 125-126.

Por. Tamze, s. 87.

22 Por. W. Kasper, Kosciot katolicki, dz. cyt., s. 412.
» Por. W. Kasper, Stuga Radosci, dz. cyt., s. 81-86.
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Kasper also emphasises that the ministerial clergy is a vocation
to unity and community. The one called by God does not act in isolation,
but is part of the Church, which is the community of the faithful.
The clergyman is not above the community but is in it and for it. His
ministry is to build unity among the faithful, to create a community
of believers and to demonstrate Godfs love.

Thus, from Cardinal Walter Kasper{s perspective, the ministerial
priesthood is a service that aims to conform to Christ as a servant, to be
a shepherd for the faithful, to lead them to God and to build unity and
community.

2. THE MISSION OF THE MINISTERIAL PRIESTHOOD

Cardinal Walter Kasper emphasi]es that the priest in his life and
ministry should strive to achieve several important qualities and
attitudes. It is worth pointing out several aspects that derive from
being a priest according to the German theologian:

a. Servant of Christ: The priest is called to be a servant of Christ.
His most important task is to approach Jesus as a servant who
gave his life for the salvation of humanity. The clergyman should
be guided by the attitude of a humble servant in his actions and
relationships with others.

b. Shepherd: The priest is called to be a shepherd who cares for his
sheep. He should be close to people, listen to them, support and
guide them. His task is to lead the faithful to God and provide
them with spiritual support and care.

c. Man of mercy: A person called to the priesthood should be a man
who learns mercy, who is ready to forgive, understand and help. He

Cf. Ibid, p.

Cf. Ibid., pp. -

Cf. Ibid, p.

Cf. W. Kasper, Catholic Church, op. Cit., p.
Cf. W. Kasper, Servant of Joy, op. Cit., pp. -
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potr]eby innych, s]c]egylnie na cierpienie i biedC, ora] aktywnie
angalowalii siC w d]ieda midosierd]ia.

d. Prawda i miaoGi: Duchowny powinien byl Gwiadkiem prawdy
i midoGci. Jego nauc]anie i d]iadanie powinny byi Jgodne ] nauka
KoGciosa katolickiego i ] midoGeia do Boga i blizniego. Powinien
byli odwalnym gaosicielem Ewangelii, Jarywno w siowie, jak
I w c]ynie.

e. Duchowe ojcostwo: Kapsan peéni rolC duchowego ojca dla swojej
wspylnoty. Powinien byii blisko, tros]c]yii siC i prowad]iii swoich
para¢an, a takle stanowiti dla nich w]yr i wsparcie duchowe. Jego
Jadaniem jest budowanie relacji opartych na Jaufaniu, s]Jacunku
i midoGei.

Kasper podkreGla, Te miano kapiana wigle siC ] wielka odpowie-
d]ialnoGcig i powinnoGcia wobec Boga i lud]i. Pre]biter ma byii obra]Jem
i nar]Cd]iem Chrystusa w Gwiecie, géosJacym Jego EwangeliC i wpro-
wad]ajacym lud]i w relacjC ] Bogiem. Zakres i forma apostolstwa
pre]bitera okreGlony jest miejscem, warunkami i cJasem. Pre]biter
wiCks]oGii cJasu posiugi realiJuje w ramach paraci. Kalda aktywna
postawa duchownego, powinna byii oparta na be]poGrednim i giywnym
celu, jakim jest apostolat, ktyry wy]nac]a konkretne Jadania posaugi
0soby powoaanej.

Dus]paster] powinien byi takle cJujnym obserwatorem potr]eb
spoiec]nych, moralnych i etyc]nych swojej wspylnoty, sposec]noGei
lokalnej ora] Gwiata. Powinien angaTowaii siC w d]ieda miosierd]ia ora]
podejmowaii d]iatania promujace wartoGci chr]eGeijaEskie w sposec]ek-
stwie. Biskup Kasper podkreGla, Te duchowny jako paster] powinien
byl cJéowiekiem otwartym, cierpliwym, Tyc]liwym i JroJumiadym,
gotowym sauTyl innym. Powinien byii rywniel na bielaco wied]acy, stu-
diowail i ro]wijaii swoje umiejCtnoGei dus]pasterskie, aby lepiej sauTyii

Por. Tamle, s.

Por. Tamle,s. -
Por. Tamle,s. - .
Por. Tamle, s.

Por. Tamle, s.



PRZEMYSLAW SASINOWSKI PRIESTHOOD OF THE 21ST<< 163

should be sensitive to the needs of others, especially to su ering
and misery, and be actively involved in works of mercy.

d. Truth and Love: A clergyman should be a witness of truth and
love. His teaching and action should be in accordance with
the teachings of the Catholic Church and with love for God and
neighbour. He should be a courageous proclaimer of the Gospel,
both in word and deed.

e. Spiritual fatherhood: The priest acts as a spiritual father
to his community. He should be close, caring and leading his
parishioners, as well as being a role model and spiritual support
for them. His task is to build relationships based on trust, respect,
and love.

Kasper emphasi]es that the name of priest is associated with a great
responsibility and duty to God and people. The priest is to be the image
and instrument of Christ in the world, proclaiming His Gospel and
introducing people into a relationship with God. The scope and form
of the presbhyter{s apostolate is determined by the place, circumstances,
and time. The priest carries out most of the service within the parish.
Each active attitude of the clergyman should be based on the direct and
main goal, which is the apostolate, which determines the speci¢c tasks
of the ministry of the appointed person.

The pastor should also be a vigilant observer of the social, moral, and
ethical needs of his fellowship, the local community, and the world. He
should engage in works of mercy and take action to promote Christian
values in society. Bishop Kasper emphasises that a clergyman as a pastor
should be an open, patient, kind and understanding man, ready to serve
others. He should also be up-to-date in knowledge, study and develop his
pastoral skills in order to serve the faithful better. In pastoral ministry,
the presbyter does not act alone, but in collaboration with other faithful,

Cf. Ibid, pp. -
Cf. Ibid, pp. -
Cf. Ibid, pp.. - .
Cf. Ibid, p.

Cf. Ibid, p.
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wiernym. W posaud]e dus]pasterskiej pre]biter nie d]iada sam, ale we
wspyapracy ] innymi wiernymi, takimi jak diakoni, siostry Jakonne
i Gwieccy. D]iasanie w Jespole dus]pasterskim ma na celu leps]a posaugC
wiernym i budowanie wiC]i wspylnoty KoGcioéa.

Niemiecki duchowny podkreGla Jnac]enie posiugi dus]pasterskiej
kapédana jako saulby dla dobra i Jbawienia innych. We]wany jest do bycia
paster]Jem, prlewodnikiem duchowym i siulebnikiem dla wiernych, aby
pomagatl im w ich drod]e do Boga i w]rostu duchowego. Teolog pod-
kreGla, Te misja gdos]enia Ewangelii Chrystusa jest jednym ] gidywnych
JadaE kapsanyw, dlatego powosany jest do d]ielenia siC Siowem BoTym
i gdos]enia nauki KoGcioda katolickiego.

Misja gios]enia Ewangelii o]nac]a pr]eka]ywanie wiadomoGci
0 Jbawieniu o¢arowanym pr]e] JeJusa Chrystusa. Pre]biter jako na-
uc]yciel wiary katolickiej ma ]a Jadanie pr]eka]ywai prawdy objawione
pr]e] Boga ora] nauc]aii o midoGei i midosierd]iu Bolym. Géos]enie
Ewangelii ma na celu Japros]enie lud]i do nawrycenia, wiary w Je]usa
Chrystusa i dodac]enia do wspylnoty KoGcioéa.

Hierarcha koGcioda r]Jymskokatolickiego podkreGla rywniel, Te misja
gdos]enia Ewangelii nie ogranic]a siC jedynie do ka]ania w koGciele, ale
powinna obejmowail takTe Gwiadectwo Tycia chr]eGcijaEskiego w co-
d]iennoGci. Kapéan powinien byl wiarygodnym Gwiadkiem Chrystusa
popr]e] swoje postCpowanie, midoGi i gotowoGi do siuTby bliznim.
To nie tylko siowa, ale takle cJyny maja pr]yciagail innych do wiary
w Je]usa Chrystusa.

Powstanie KoGcioda, Jgodnie ] duchem Lumen Gentium, byio Ja-
rywno dynamic]ne, jak i wielowatkowe. Watki soborowe rojwija do-
kument, MiCd]ynarodowej Komisji Teologic]nej. Jest on Jatytusowany:
Wybrane zagadnienia z eklezjologii, ktyry ]ostai opublikowany w roku

. Wymienia d]iesiCu klucJowych fa], ktyre skiadajg siC na gene]C
KoGcioda. Sa nastCpujace:

Por. Tamle, s.
Por. Tamle, s.
Por. Tamle, s.
Por. Tamle, s.
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such as deacons, nuns, and lay people. Acting as part of a pastoral team
aims to provide better service to the faithful and to build the bonds
of the Church community.

The German clergyman emphasi]es the importance of the priestf{s
pastoral service as a service for the good and salvation of others. He
is called to be a shepherd, spiritual guide, and servant for the faithful,
to help them on their way to God and spiritual growth. The theologian
emphasi]es that the mission of proclaiming the Gospel of Christ is one
of the main tasks of priests, which is why he is called to share the Word
of God and proclaim the teaching of the Catholic Church.

The mission of proclaiming the Gospel means communicating
the message of salvation o ered by Jesus Christ. As a teacher
of the Catholic faith, the priest has the task of communicating
the truths revealed by God and teaching about Godfs love and mercy.
The proclamation of the Gospel is intended to invite people to conversion,
faith in Jesus Christ and to join the community of the Church.

The Roman Catholic hierarch also stresses that the mission
of preaching the Gospel is not limited to preaching in church but should
also include the witness of Christian life in day-to-day reality. A priest
should be a credible witness to Christ through his conduct, love, and
readiness to serve his fellow human beings. It is not only words but also
actions that are to attract others to faith in Jesus Christ.

The formation of the Church, in accordance with the spirit of Lumen
Gentium, was both dynamic and multithreaded. The conciliar themes are
developed in a document of the International Theological Commission
entitled Selected Themes of Ecclesiology, published in . It lists ten
key phases that make up the genesis of the Church. These are as follows:

Cf. Ibid, pp. -
Cf. Ibid, p.
Cf. Ibid, p.
Cf. Ibid, p.
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ZrealiJowanie pr]e] Je]usa obietnic dotyc]acych ludu Bolego
Jawartych w Starym Testamencie; we]wanie do nawrycenia
I wiary w Niego adresowane do ws]ystkich; ustanowienie
Dwunastu jako s]c]egylnej wspylnoty; wybyr Piotra i nadanie
mu misji; odr]ucenia JeJusa pr]e] pr]ywydcyw Tydowskich;
ustanowienie Eucharystii; odnowienie pr]e] Chrystusa
w fakcie Jmartwychwstania swojej wspylnoty ] uc]niami;
Jeséanie Ducha SwiCtego, ktyre staje siC proklamacja istnie-
nia KoGcioda; wyjGeie uc]niyw do pogan i formowanie siC
weryd nich KoGcioda. Ws]ystkie te wydar]enia sa GciGle Je
soba Jwia]ane i nie molna traktowaii ich odrCbnie.

Dokument MiCd]ynarodowej Komisji Teologic]nej ] roku , po-
GwiCcony 6wiadomoGci Je]usa i o Jego postaniu, Jwraca uwagC na prag-
nienie Jasolenia KoGcioda, jakie towar]ys]yéo JeJusowi od poc]atku.
Najpierw wprowad]aa siuchac]y w tajemnicC Krylestwa, a potem ]gro-
mad]iéd wokya siebie uc]niyw, by ich formowalii. Dokonywaé konkretnych
aktyw, ktyre w]iCte w cajoGii, poJwalaja mywiii o konstytuowaniu siC
KoGcioda. Dokument stwierd]a wyraznie, Te Jezus chciat zalozyé swéj
Kosciol (Jesum voluisse Ecclesiam fundare .

Misja gaos]enia Ewangelii nie jest tylko Jadaniem kapaanyw, ale
rywniel ws]ystkich wiernych. Duchowni odgrywaja jednak s]c]e-
gylIna rolC jako lider]y duchowi i nauc]yciele wiary. Ich Jadaniem jest
pr]ede ws]ystkim géos]enie Siowa Bolego w sposyb JroJumiady i bli-
ski dla lud]i ora] wprowad]anie ich w autentyc]na relacjC ] JeJusem
Chrystusem.

Géos]enie Ewangelii wymaga od kapéanyw nie tylko wied]y teolo-
gic]nej, ale takTe wralliwoGci na potr]eby wspyic]esnego c]éowieka
ora] umiejCtnoGei komunikacyjnych. Pre]biter powinien byii gotyw

Sobyr WatykaEski |1, Konstytucja dogmatyczna w Kosciele Lumen Gentium,

w: Sobyr WatykaESki I, Konstytucje, dekrety, deklaracje, Po] nak ,nr .
Zob. MiCd]ynarodowa Komisja Teologic]na, Wybrane Jagadnienia ] ekle-
Jjologii, s. -

Por. W. Kasper, Kosciot katolicki, d]. cyt., s.



PRZEMYSELAW SASINOWSKI PRIESTHOOD OF THE 21ST<« 167

— the Old Testament promises about the people of God,
promises presupposed by the preaching of Jesus and continuing
to maintain their validity for human Salvation

— Jesus{ generous appeal to all his hearers, an appeal aimed
at their conversion and carrying an invitation to believe in him
— the call and institution of the Twelve as a sign of the future
reconstitution of all Israel

— the renaming of Simon Peter and his privileged place in
the circle of the disciples and his mission

— the rejection of Jesus by Israel and the schism between
the Jewish people and his disciples

— the fact that Jesus, in instituting the Supper, persists in
preaching the universal Reign of God, which consists in
the gift of his life for the bene¢t of all

— the rebuilding, thanks to the Lords Resurrection,
of the ruptured communion between Jesus and his disciples,
and the postpaschal initiation into ecclesial life, strictly so
called

— the sending of the Holy Spirit, which makes the Church
a divine creation (the “Pentecost” of the Lucan conception
— the mission to the Gentiles and the Church of the Gentiles.

The document of the International Theological Commission,
devoted to Jesus| consciousness and On His Mission, draws
attention to the desire to found the Church that accompanied Jesus
from the beginning. First, he introduced his hearers to the mystery
of the Kingdom, and then he gathered his disciples around him to form
them. He performed concrete acts which, taken as a whole, make it
possible to speak of the formation of the Church. The document states

Second Vatican Council, Dogmatic Constitution in the Church Lumen Gen-
tium, in: Second Vatican Council, Constitutions, Declarations and Decrees, Po]nak
, No. .
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odpowied]ieli na pytania, watpliwoGci i problemy wiernych, a takTe
byt ] nimi w ryTnych sferach Tycia. W ten sposyb duchowny, wra]
] cadym KoGciodem, kontynuuje misjC Chrystusa, ktyry pr]ys]eds, aby
géosiii dobra nowinC o Jbawieniu i Japrosiii ws]ystkich do po]nania
Boga i uc]estnictwa w Jego Krylestwie.

3. DUCHOWOSC KAPLANSKA

Poglady niemieckiego biskupa na temat duchowoGci kapéaEskiej
molna okreGliii jako pogiChiona reAeksjC nad istota kapsaEstwa, roli
kapéana w KoGciele i jego relacji ] wiernymi.

Kasper podkreGla Jnac]enie duchowej formacji kapsanyw, ktyra
obejmuje Jarywno wymiar intelektualny, jak i duchowy. Wedéaug niego
pre]biter powinien by dobr]e pr]ygotowany teologic]nie, ale rywnie
walne jest, aby posiadad silne Tycie duchowe, ktyre bCd]ie siC opierai
na osobistej relacji ] Chrystusem i modlitwie.

Hierarcha koGcielny wska]uje rywniel, Te duchowoGii kapéaEska po-
winna byii Jorientowana na migoGii i sauTbC. Kapéana powinna cechowaii
postawa Je]usa Chrystusa jako SaugC, ktyry oddaje swoje Tycie dla dobra
innych. DuchowoGi, wediug kardynaga, musi byii ukierunkowana na
troskC o Jbawienie dus] i na budowanie wspylnoty KoGcioda. Zwraca on
uwagC na wartoGii dus]pasterskiego d]iadania kapsanyw, ktyr]y powinni
byl gotowi do wysauchiwania, towar]ys]enia, kierowania i prowad]enia
wiernych na drod]e do Boga. Kapéan powinien by paster]em, ktyry Jna
swoje owce i jest blisko nich w ich radoGciach i cierpieniach.

Mi4oGii i siuTba sa w]ajemnie powia]ane. MioGi stanowi motywacjC
i sisC napCdowa do sauTby, a sauTba jest konkretnym wyra]em midoGci
w c]ynach. Kapéan, ks]taitujac duchowoGii oparta na midoGcei i siuTbie,
staje siC Jnakiem Bolej obecnoGci i midoGei dla swoich paragan i dla
cadego KoGcioda. W kontekGcie duchowoGci kapiaEskiej, misoGii i siuTha

Por. W. Kasper, Stuga Radosci, d]. cyt., s.
Por. Tamle, s.
Por. Tamle, s.
Por. Tamle, s.
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clearly that Jesus wanted to found his Church (Jesum voluisse Ecclesiam
fundare).

The mission of preaching the Gospel is not only the task of priests,
but also of all the faithful. Clergy, however, play a special role as
spiritual leaders and teachers of the faith. Their task is ¢ rst and foremost
to proclaim the Word of God in a way that is understandable and close
to people and to bring them into an authentic relationship with Jesus
Christ.

The proclamation of the Gospel requires from priests not only
theological knowledge, but also sensitivity to the needs of modern man
and communication skills. The presbyter should be ready to respond
to the questions, doubts and problems of the faithful and to be with
them in di erent spheres of life. In this way, the clergyman, together
with the whole Church, continues the mission of Christ, who came
to proclaim the good news of salvation and to invite everyone to know
God and to participate in his Kingdom.

3. PRIESTLY SPIRITUALITY

The German Bishopfs views on priestly spirituality can be described
as an in-depth reAection on the essence of the priesthood, the role
of the priest in the Church and his relationship with the faithful.

Kasper emphasises the importance of the spiritual formation
of priests, which includes both intellectual and spiritual dimensions.
In his opinion, a presbyter should be well prepared theologically, but
what is equally important is that he has a strong spiritual life based on
a personal relationship with Christ and prayer.

Cf. International Theological Commission, Selected Themes of Ecclesiology,
pp. - .
Cf. W. Kasper, Catholic Church, op. Cit., p.
Cf. W. Kasper, Servant of Joy, op. Cit., p.
Cf. Ibid, p.
Cf. Ibid, p.
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sa fundamentami, ktyre ks]taituja postawC i d]iadanie kapsana, umol-
liwiajac mu autentyc]na relacjC ] Bogiem i skutec]na sauTbC wiernym
(P, nEf ,

Kardynai skupia siC na duchowej formie Tycia, w tym na dobrowol-
nym be]TeEstwie jako integralnej c]CGei duchowej eg]ystenciji kapéanyw.
Za]nac]a siC, Te takie Tycie moTna prawidaowo JroJumiei i pr]yswoii
jedynie w ramach holistyc]nego podejécia, opartego na duchowym
aspekcie eg]ystencji, Jgodnie ] Duchem Bolym (R] , n; Ga
PrJywoduje siC orientacjC na duchowa sferC Tycia, Jgodng ] Duchem
Chrystusowym (R] , , poniewal Je]Jus Chrystus jest tym, ktyry kon-
tynuuje swoje d]iedo w c]éowieku.

Podkre6lasiC, Te klucJowym elementem takiego duchowego Tycia jest
atmosfera modlitwy. Warto pr]ytoc]yii obra]y, kiedy JeJus sam c]Csto
opiera siC na modlitwie, pos]ukujac odosobnionych miejsc (Mt , ;
Ek , , nawet gdy ws]yscy chcieli by ] Nim (Mk , . Je]Jus nauc]ai
swoich uc]niyw, aby sami siC modlili i stwor]y4 dla nich swoja wéasna
s]koiC modlitwy (Mt , - ;£k ,- ;tk , .ZauwalasiC, ATe mod-
litwa byéa nieoddac]nym elementem Tycia apostolskiego Gw. Pawéa” .

UJasadniajac teologic]nie fakt Jmartwychwstania, Kasper siCga do
fragmentu Pierws]ego Listu do Koryntian, naJwanego credo koryn-
ckim ( Kor , b- . Jest to najstars]e ro]Jbudowane wy]nanie wiary
w Chrystusowe powstanie ] martwych. Jego tekst brJmi nastCpujaco:
AChrystus umari, Jgodnie ] Pismem, Ja nas]e gr]echy, Te Jostai po-
gr]ebany, Te Jmartwychwstai trjeciego dnia, Jgodnie ] Pismem: i Te
uka]ai siC Kefasowi, a potem Dwunastu” .

Wedaug tego swiadectwa pierwsi swiadkowie Jmartwychwstania
odwoduja, siC do tej formuay wiary, aby uwier]ytelnii swoje postanni-
ctwo. To najstarsze credo potwierd]a takTe prymat Piotra ora] wska]uje
na jego autorytet w pierwotnym KoGciele.

Por. Tamle, s.
Por. Tamle, s.
Por. Tamle, s.
Zob. Katolicki Komentarz Biblijny, red. Jbiorowa, Wars]awa , S.
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The ecclesiastical hierarch also points out that priestly spirituality
should be oriented towards love and service. The priest should be
characteri]ed by the attitude of Jesus Christ as a Servant who gives
his life for the good of others. Spirituality, according to the Cardinal,
must be directed to the care for the salvation of souls and building
of the community of the Church. He draws attention to the value
of the pastoral action of priests, who should be ready to listen, accompany,
guide, and lead the faithful on the way to God. The priest should be
a shepherd who knows his sheep and is close to them in their joys and
su erings.

Love and service are interrelated. Love is a motivation and driving
force for service, and service is an expression of love in deeds. By
shaping a spirituality based on love and service, the priest becomes a sign
of Godfs presence and love for his parishioners and for the whole Church.
In the context of priestly spirituality, love and service are the foundations
that shape the attitude and action of the priest, enabling him to have
an authentic relationship with God and serve the faithful e ectively
( Peter : ; Ephesians :

The Cardinal focuses on the spiritual form of life, including voluntary
celibacy as an integral part of the spiritual existence of priests. He points
out that such a life can only be properly understood and assimilated
within a holistic approach, based on the spiritual aspect of existence, in
accordance with the Spiritof God (Rom . n;Gal . . .Anorientation
towards the spiritual sphere of life, in accordance with the Spirit of Christ,
Is invoked (Rom , , since Jesus Christ is the one who continues his
work in man.

It is emphasised that a key element of such a spiritual life is
an atmosphere of prayer. It is worth recalling the images when Jesus
himself often relied on prayer, seeking secluded places (Mt : ;
Ecc : ,evenwhen everyone wanted to be with him (Mk : . Jesus
taught his disciples to pray by themselves and created his own school

Cf. Ibid, p.
Cf. Ibid, p.
Cf. Ibid, p.
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Chod]i wiCc o formuiC uprawomocniajaca. Zawarte jest co6
w tym sius]nego i walnego; pojawienia siC u]asadniaja ur]ad
apostolski i Jawierajg w sobie Jaws]e motyw poséannictwa.
Prawda i r]ec]ywistoGii wielkanocna objawiajg siC nam nie
inac]ej jak w postaci Gwiadectw Apostoiyw .

Kard. Kasper w géos]eniu krylestwa pr]e] Je]Jusa, jego mCce, Gmierci
I Zmartwychwstaniu wid]i klucJowe elementy ekle]jotwyrc]e. Podej-
mujac je, Chrystus budowai wspylnotC, ktéra po Jego smierci miasa
kontynuowail misje wobec swiata.

Aposto c]Csto powracaé do tematu bdagania o dobro powier]Jonej mu
wspylnoty (np. Tes , ; , ; Tes , nn, a takle c]Csto modli4 siC
Ja swoja saulbC apostolska (R] , ; Kol ,; Tes , ; Tes ,
Rola kapiana jako uc]estnika modlitwy wspylnoty, wspierajacego siC na
rywni ] nia, jest istotnym elementem praktyk religijnych. NaleTy pod-
kreGliti, Te kapaan jest w peéni u]aleTniony od modlitw swoich para¢,an,
a jedynie popr]e] waasna aktywna praktykC modlitwy mole peéniii rolC
nauc]yciela, prleka]ujac innym umiejCtnoGi modlitwy.

Kolejnym istotnym elementem, obok modlitwy, powinno byii Tycie,
ktyre c]erpie ] ducha obmiu béogoséawieEstw (Mt , - ;tk , -
Kardynaa ]Ja]nac]a,

Te te Jasady majg kluc]Jowe Jnac]enie dla duchowieEstwa,

waagc]ajac w to kapaanyw. Warto Jauwalyi nauki, jakie Je]Jus

pr]eka]ai swoim uc]niom pr]ed ich ro]esdaniem, s]c]egylnie

podkreGlajac koniec]no6ii skromnoGei (Mk |, - £k -

odr]ucenia Jas]c]ytyw i tytuayw (Mt , , krytyki rywali]acji

o pierws]eEstwo (Mk , - , pragnienia posiadania (Mk
, - ora] wpaywyw (MK , -

Por. W. Kasper, Jezus Chrystus, d]. cyt., s.
Por. Tamle, s.
Por. W. Kasper, Stuga Radosci, d]. cyt., s.
Por. Tamle, s.
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of prayer forthem (Mt : - ;Lk :- ;Lk : .lItisnoted that prayer
was an integral part of St Paulfs apostolic life.

When justifying the fact of the resurrection theologically, Kasper
goes back to a passage in the First Letter to the Corinthians called
the Corinthian Creed ( Cor : b- . Itisthe oldest elaborate confession
of faith in Christ{s rising from the dead. Its text reads as follows: “Christ
died, according to the Scriptures, for our sins, that he was buried, that
he rose again on the third day, according to the Scriptures: and that he
appeared to Kephas, and then to the Twelve”.

According to this testimony, the ¢ rst witnesses of the resurrection
refer to this formula of faith to authenticate their mission. This oldest
creed also con¢,rms the primacy of Peter and indicates his authority in
the primitive Church.

It is therefore about the formula of legitimation. There
Is something right and important contained therein;
the appearances justify the apostolico ce and always contain
the motive of the mission. The truth and reality of Easter are
revealed to us in no other way than through the testimony
of the Apostles.

Cardinal Kasper sees in Jesus{ proclamation of the kingdom, his
passion, death and Resurrection the key ecclesiogenic elements. In
undertaking them, Christ was creating a community which, after his
death, would continue his mission to the world.

The Apostle would often return to the theme of supplication for
the welfare of the community entrusted to him (e.g. Thes :; : ;

Thes : nn, and he would often pray for his apostolic ministry
(Rom : ;Col :; Thes : ; Thes : . The role of the priest as
a participant in the prayer of the community, supporting each other as

Cf. Ibid, p.

See Catholic Biblical Commentary, collective ed., Warsaw . P
Cf. W. Kasper, Jesus Christ, op. Cit., p.

Cf. Ibid, p.
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Wpaywajgce na to pr]esdanie JeJusa pouc]enia sg kluc]jowe dla du-
chowej roli kapdanyw. NaleTy JroJumiei, Te skromnoGii jest nieod]owna,
co o]nac]a re]ygnacjC ] osobistego u]nania i ambicji. Kapsani powinni
rywniel unikai rywali]acji o po]ycjC i wéad]C, dalenia do posiadania
materialnego bogactwa ora] wpiywyw. Zamiast tego, powinni kiero-
waii siC sauTba i pokora wobec innych, naGladujac pr]ykéad JeJusa.

Wstr]emiCzliwoGi w imiC krylestwa niebieskiego mole byii wéaGciwie
roJumiana jako dobrowolne pr]yjCcie ubystwa i be]interesownoGci, na
co kapéan wyrala JgodC w kontekGeie giCboko istotnej sprawy Bole;.
Jest to rywnie walna kwestia jak be]TeEstwo. JeJus powoéai swoich
uc]niyw nie jako iJolowane jednostki, lec] jako wspylnotC, ktyra ma na
celu w]ajemne wsparcie, nawied]anie siC, gromad]enie siC i d]ielenie siC
doGwiadc]eniami dus]pasterskimi. Ten aspekt odgrywa istotna rolC
w wspyéc]esnej roli kapaanyw, ktyr]y, popr]e] w]ajemne odd]iadywa-
nie, moga stanowiii dla siebie naw]ajem inspiracjC i w]yr.

Biskup Rothenburga-Stuttgartu, uwala, Te proponowana wi]ja Tycia
jest forma komunii, s]c]egylnie odnos]aca siC do eg]ystenciji kapéak-
skiej. Popr]e] sakrament GwiCceE ws]yscy kapéani staja siC c]CGeia
tego samego stanu i sa wéac]eni do jednego pre]biterium. Na]ywaja siC
naw]ajem wspyébraiimi. Z tego powodu ksiCTa powinni siC gromad]ii,
nawied]ai siC naw]ajem i d]ieliii Jarywno dobrymi, jak i trudnymi
doGwiadc]eniami dus]pasterskimi. Powinni byii gotowi w]ajemnie po-
cies]aii i pomagaii sobie naw]ajem. Prawd]iwa pr]yjazE powinna istniei
miCd]y kapéanami.

Mimo Te wspyéc]esny indywiduali]m JagoGci4 tak Te w s]eregach ka-
péaEstwa, nie molna tego u]naii Ja kor]ystny roJwyj duchowy. Inspiracja
i w]orem moga oka]aii siC wspylnoty kapiaEskie oparte na duchowoGci
takich jak Jezus Caritas, spodec]noGei Karola de Foucauld, ksiCTa Je
wspylnoty Sch]nstatt lub ksiCTa ] Focolare. Pos]ukiwanie konkretnej

Por. Tamle, s.
Por. Tamle, s.
Por. Tamle, s.
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equals, is an essential part of religious practice. It should be emphasised
that the priest is fully dependent on the prayers of his parishioners, and
it is only through his own active practice of prayer that he can act as
a teacher, passing on to others the ability to pray.

Another essential element, alongside prayer, should be a life that
draws on the spirit of the eight Beatitudes (Mt : - ; Lk : -
The Cardinal points out

that these principles are crucial for the clergy, including priests.
It is worth noting the teachings Jesus gave to his disciples
before his sending out, particularly emphasising the need

for modesty (Mk , - ; Lk ,- , the rejection of honours
and titles (Mt , , the criticism of competition for priority
(Mk , -, the desire for possessions (Mk , - and

inAuence (Mk , -

Jesus inAuential message of instruction is central to the spiritual role
of priests. Modesty should be indispensable, which means giving up
personal recognition and ambition. Priests should also avoid competition
for position and power, the pursuit of material wealth and inAuence.
Instead, they should be guided by service and humility towards others,
following the role model of Jesus.

Temperance in the name of the kingdom of heaven can rightly be
understood as a voluntary acceptance of poverty and gratuitousness,
to which the priest agrees in the context of a profoundly important matter
of God. This is as important as being unmarried. Jesus called his disciples
not as isolated individuals, but as a community that aims to support each
other, visit each other, gather and share pastoral experiences. This aspect
plays an important role in the contemporary role of priests, who, through
mutual interaction, can be an inspiration and role model for each other.

Cf. W. Kasper, Servant of Joy, op. Cit., p.
Cf. Ibid, p.
Cf. Ibid, p.
Cf. Ibid, p.
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duchowej formy Tycia Jgodnej ] Ewangelia jest pilnym i pows]echnym
Jadaniem Jarywno dla kapsanyw, jak i Gwieckich.

Osiem béogosiawieEstw (Mt , - ;£k , -  odnosisiC do walnego
aspektu duchowego Tycia, ktyry ma Jwia]ek ] be]TeEstwem wéryd
kapsanyw. Te béogoséawieEstwa, prleka]ane pr]e] JeJusa na gyr]e,
stanowig fundament etyc]nego i duchowego Tycia chr]eGcijanina.
W kontekGeie be]TeEstwa, Tycie Jgodne ] Duchem Bolym, o ktyrym
mywi niemiecki teolog, Jnajduje swoje od]wierciedlenie w tych béogo-
stiawieEstwach. Pr]edstawiaja one postawC i wartoGci, ktyre powinny
towar]ys]yu Tyciu kapiana.

BéogosiawieEstwa ks]taituja duchowoGii kapéana, be] w]glCdu na
jego stan Tycia, a Jatem moga mieii istotne Jnac]enie dla reAeksji nad
be]TeEstwem. Duchowny, ktyry daly do Tycia wedaug tych wartoGci,
mole lepiej siulyii Bogu i bliznim.,

W ujCciu kardynaja Kaspera duchowoGii kapéaEska nie jest jedynie
Tbiorem regué i obowia]kyw, ale giCbokim JaangaTowaniem w Tycie
duchowe, ro]e]nawanie woli BoTej i oddanie siC siuTbie dla dobra KoG-
cioda i wiernych. Jest to duchowoGii, ktyra ma prowad]ii do GwiCtoGei
i pedni kapéaEskiego powodania.

Hierarcha akcentuje, il duchowoGii ro]Jwijana pr]e] pre]bitera
to droga doGwiadc]ania BoTej obecnoGei i midoGei w Tyciu kapéana. Nie
jest to jedynie kwestia pr]estr]egania Jasad i wykonywania rytuadyw, ale
rac]ej giCbs]ego Janur]enia w tajemnicy Boga, modlitwy, kontemplacji
i osobistej wiC]i ] Chrystusem.

DuchowoGii kapiaEska, wediug niego, ma prowad]iii do osobistego
pr]eks]taicenia i duchowego w]rostu kapéana. To nie tylko kwestia
spedniania obowia]kyw dus]pasterskich, ale takTe umocnienia wiC]i

Por. Tamle, s.
Por. Tamle, s.
Por. Tamle, s.
Por. Tamle, s.
Por. Tamle, s.
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The Bishop of Rothenburg-Stuttgart believes that the proposed vision
of life is a form of communion, particularly relating to priestly existence.
Through the sacrament of ordination, all priests become part of the same
state and are incorporated into one presbytery. They call each other
confreres. For this reason, priests should gather, visit each other and
share both good and di cult pastoral experiences. They should be
ready to console and help each other. There should be true friendship
between priests.

Although modern individualism has also entered the ranks
of the priesthood, this cannot be considered a bene¢cial spiritual
development. Priestly communities based on spirituality such as
Jesus Caritas, the communities of Charles de Foucauld, priests from
the Sch|nstatt community or priests from Focolare can be an inspiration
and a role model. The search for a speci¢c spiritual form of life in
accordance with the Gospel is an urgent and common task for both
priests and laity.

The eight beatitudes (Mt : - ; Lk : -  refer to an important
aspect of spiritual life that has to do with celibacy among priests.
These beatitudes, given by Jesus on the mountain, form the foundation
of the ethical and spiritual life of the Christian. In the context of celibacy,
the life in accordance with the Spirit of God that the German theologian
speaks of is reAected in these beatitudes. They represent the attitude and
values that should accompany the life of a priest.

The beatitudes shape the spirituality of the priest, regardless of his
state of life, and can therefore be relevant for reAection on celibacy.
A clergyman who strives to live according to these values can better
serve God and neighbour.

According to Cardinal Kasper, priestly spirituality is not only
a set of rules and duties, but a deep commitment to the spiritual life,
discerning Godfs will and dedicating oneself to the service for the good

Cf. 1bid, p.
Cf. 1bid, p.
Cf. 1bid, p.
Cf. 1bid, p.
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] Bogiem i ro]Jwijania cnyt kapéaEskich, takich jak mioGii, pokora,
cierpliwoGii i hojnoG.

Kasper w]ywa kapianyw do duchowej autentyc]noGci i s]c]eroGei, do
budowania relacji ] wiernymi opartych na mioGei, trosce i gotowoGci do
squTby. Dla niego duchowoGii kapéaEska ma na celu nie tylko reali]acjC
JewnCtr]nych JadaE dus]pasterskich, ale prlede ws]ystkim roJwyj
wewnCtr]nej wiC]i ] Bogiem i umocnienie kapéaEskiego powoéania.

Podsumowujac, istota duchowoGci kapiaEskiej w ujCciu kardynada
Kaspera jest giCbokim Jaangalowaniem w relacjC ] Bogiem, doGwiad-
c]aniem Jego obecnoGcei i midoGei ora] daleniem do osobistego w]rostu
duchowego. Nie jest to jedynie ]biyr regua i obowig]kyw, ale droga do
GwiCtoGci i pedni kapéaEskiego powodania. Oto niektyre aspekty du-
chowoGci kapéaEskiej w ujCciu kardynaja Kaspera:

Relacja ] Chrystusem: Kasper podkreGla, Te duchowoo6ii ka-
péaEska opiera siC na osobistej relacji ] JeJusem Chrystusem.
Pre]biter jest we]Jwany do w]orowania siC na osobie Je]Jusa jako
Dobrego Paster]a, ktyry oddaje Tycie Ja swoje owce. Polega na
Janur]eniu siC w tajemnicy Chrystusa i oTywianiu relacji ] Nim
popr]e] modlitwC, kontemplacjC Ewangelii i sakramenty.
SauTba jako Jnak midoGei: Kasper podkreGla, Te kapéan jest we-
Jwany do sauTby jako wyra] midoGci. Jego duchowoGii wigle siC
] oddawaniem siebie dla dobra innych, troskg o ich dus]e i kon-
kretnym d]iasaniem, ktyre pr]ynosi im ]Jbawienie. Duchowny
jako Chrystusowy siuga jest we]wany do mi4osierd]ia, pokory
i hojnoGei w sduTbie dla innych.

DuchowoGii dialogu: Kasper Jwraca uwagC na Jnac]enie ducho-
woGci dialogu w Tyciu kapéana. Pre]biter nie tylko pr]eka]uje
naukC i posiuguje sakramentami, ale takTe nawia]uje dialog
] wiernymi, sducha ich potr]eb i trosk, towar]ys]y im w ich

Por. Tamle, s.
Por. Tamle, s.
Por. Tamle, s.
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of the Church and the faithful. It is a spirituality that is to lead to holiness
and fullness of priestly vocation.

The hierarch emphasi]es that the spirituality developed by the priest
Is a way of experiencing Godfs presence and love in the life of a priest. It
Is not only a matter of following rules and performing rituals, but rather
a deeper immersion in the mystery of God, prayer, contemplation, and
personal relationship with Christ.

Priestly spirituality, according to him, is to lead to personal
transformation and spiritual growth of the priest. It is not only a matter
of ful¢ lling pastoral duties, but also of strengthening the relationship
with God and developing priestly virtues such as love, humility, patience,
and generosity.

Kasper calls priests to spiritual authenticity and sincerity, to build
relationships with the faithful based on love, care, and readiness to serve.
For him, priestly spirituality is aimed not only at the implementation
of external pastoral tasks, but above all at the development of an internal
relationship with God and the strengthening of the priestly vocation.

In conclusion, the essence of priestly spirituality in Cardinal Kasperfs
view is a deep commitment to the relationship with God, experiencing
His presence and love, and striving for personal spiritual growth. It is
not only a set of rules and duties, but a way to holiness and fullness
of priestly vocation. Here are some aspects of Cardinal Kasperfs priestly
spirituality:

Relationship with Christ: Kasper emphasi]es that priestly
spirituality is based on a personal relationship with Jesus
Christ. The priest is called to model himself on the person
of Jesus as the Good Shepherd who gives his life for his sheep.
It consists in immersing oneself in the mystery of Christ and

Cf. Ibid, p.
Cf. Ibid, p.
Cf. Ibid, p.
Cf. Ibid, p.
Cf. Ibid, p.
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drod]e wiary. Jego duchowoGii Jakéada gotowoGii do siuchania
I sJanowania drugiego c]4owieka ora] do budowania relacji op-
artych na w]ajemnym dialogu.
DuchowoGii komunii: Kasper podkreGla Jnac]enie duchowoGci
kapéaEskiej jako dalenie do jednoGei i komunii. Pre]biter jest
we]wany do budowania jednoGei w KoGciele, do pracy na r]ec]
ekumeni]mu i dialogu miCd]yreligijnego. DuchowoGii kapiaEska
obejmuje otwarcie siC na innych chr]eGcijan ora] na cada lud]-
koG, Jgodnie ] pragnieniem Je]usa, aby ws]yscy byli jedno.
Te aspekty duchowoGci kapéaEskiej wediug kardynaia Waltera Ka-
spera podkreGlaja giCboka wiCz ] Chrystusem, oddanie siC siuTbie dla
dobra innych, dialog ] wiernymi i dagTenie do jednoGci i komunii w KoG-
ciele. Pr]e] te fundamenty duchowoGci kapiaEskiej kapaan moTe pogiC-
biaii swoje powodanie, ro]wijaii wiCz ] Bogiem i sauTyii KoGciodowi.

Streszczenie

Podejmujac temat artykudu: KapéaEstwo XXI w ujCciu kardynasa Waltera Ka-
spera warto podkreGlid, Te jest to myGl oryginalna, ortodoksyjna i apologetyc]na,
dlatego domaga siC dostr]eTenia i anali]y, ktyrej dokonai wspyéc]esny teolog,
Jestawiajac Je soba rylnorodne poglady.

Zrydaami artykuau sg gaywnie pisma W. Kaspera, dotyc]ace gene]y KoGcioéa,
nowego patr]enia na kapsaEstwo jako sauThC Bogu i drugiemu cJéowiekowi. Jak
rywniel pr]edstawia i pos]er]aJagadnienia fundamentalne dotyc]ace natury i misji
kapiaEstwa siuTebnego. Nie Japomina o wewnCtrJnym realiJowaniu powoéania
do sakramentalnego sprawowania siuTy misoGci odtar]a, gd]ie porus]a kwestie
dotyc]ace etapyw duchowoGci kapéaEskiej w kontekGeie gene]y KoGcioa.

Stowa kluczowe: KoGciyd, duchowoGii, kapsaEstwo siuTebne, W. Kasper
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reviving the relationship with Him through prayer, contemplation
of the Gospel and the sacraments.

Serving as a sign of love: Kasper emphasi]es that the priest
is called to serve as an expression of love. His spirituality is
associated with giving oneself for the good of others, caring for
their souls and the speci¢c action that brings them salvation.
The clergyman, as a servant of Christ, is called to mercy,
humility, and generosity in service to others.

Spirituality of dialogue: Kasper draws attention to the importance
of a spirituality of dialogue in the life of the priest. The presbyter
not only transmits doctrine and administers the sacraments, but
also enters dialogue with the faithful, listens to their needs and
concerns, and accompanies them on their journey of faith. His
spirituality implies a readiness to listen to and respect the other
and to build relationships based on mutual dialogue.

The spirituality of communion: Kasper emphasises the importance
of priestly spirituality as the pursuit of unity and communion.
The presbyter is called to build unity in the Church, to work for
ecumenism and inter-religious dialogue. Priestly spirituality
includes an openness to other Christians and to all humanity, in
accordance with Jesusf desire that all be one.

These aspects of priestly spirituality, according to Cardinal Walter
Kasper, emphasise a deep bond with Christ, dedication to service for
the good of others, dialogue with the faithful and the pursuit of unity
and communion in the Church. Through these foundations of priestly
spirituality, a priest can deepen his vocation, develop his relationship
with God and serve the Church.

Cf. Ibid, p.
Cf. Ibid, p.
Cf. Ibid., pp. -
Cf. Ibid., pp. -
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Summary

The article dealing with the topic of the st Century Priesthood as seen by
Cardinal Walter Kasper emphasises that it is an original, orthodox and apologetic
thought and therefore demands to be noticed and analysed by a contemporary
theologian, juxtaposing various views.

The article is based mainly on the writings of W. Kasper on the genesis of the
Church, on a new view of the priesthood as service to God and to the other. It pre-
sents and expands on fundamental issues concerning the nature and mission of the
ministerial priesthood. Points to the realisation of the vocation to the sacramental
ministry of altar love, addressing issues concerning the stages of priestly spirituality
in the context of the origins of the Church.

Keywords: Church, spirituality, ministerial priesthood, W. Kasper
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